
resources, and not permit the accumulation of material resources at factories and plants 
above the permitted norm. Cease capital construction, which is not directly connected 
with the manufacture of output for the front; the manpower and material resources 
released are to be sent for repair work at facilities, which were destroyed in connection 
with American air raids. Any issue of food above the established rations and the 
production of various food products from rice have been prohibited for the sake of the 
strictest conservation of food.  
 
By a decree concerning the issue of the working conditions of enterprises during wartime, 
an extension of the workday at the expense of overtime hours was permitted, routine 
leave was halted during wartime, and unexcused absences by workers and employees of 
enterprises were prohibited in order to prevent a drop in production in connection with 
the mobilization of part of the workers into the army.  
 
The fact that the operation of a number of factories, which were bombed or which were 
located in cities which were bombed, were seriously disrupted in connection with the 
American air raids was a considerable difficulty in the operation of DPRK industry.  
 
Many workers of such factories exhibited panic, left work, abandoned their homes, and 
went to the hills, and part of the workers stopped coming to work. In the initial period, 
many local leaders did not take vigorous steps to combat such panic. The appearance of 
workers [at work] during air raids fell sharply.  At Pyongyang enterprises, it was 40%, at 
Nampo enterprises, 15-20%, and at Wonsan enterprises, 10-15%. At the present time, the 
appearance of workers in Pyongyang has risen to 75%, in Nampo to 60%, and in Wonsan, 
which is being bombed more often than other cities, 30-40% of workers came to work. At 
other factories and mines, which are not being bombed, the appearance of workers did 
not fall as a rule and at some [the number] even rose.  Firefighting and security teams 
have been created at enterprises, blackouts instituted, slit trenches and shelters dug, and 
work procedures have been developed during air raid warnings and air raids. 
 
The Military Committee adopted a decree affecting industrial enterprises and stocks of 
materials in the liberated areas of the southern part of the DPRK [SIC].  
 
It was suggested to the military command that the local People’s Committee and the 
corresponding ministries take stock of all enterprises and stocks of materials, organize 
their security, and put factories and plants into operation as soon as possible to prevent 
cases of pilfering and spoilage of enterprises and equipment and also so that these 
enterprises are put into operation as quickly as possible.  
 
The Ministry of Industry did the following in accordance with the above government 
decrees: 
 
The workday was extended at all enterprises of the Ministry, an additional four hours of 
overtime was instituted, and workers were prohibited from leaving enterprises without 
authorization. 
 



Military orders for the army were placed at 50 enterprises of the Ministry of Industry. 
 
Foundries in Gyeomipo, Gangseon, and Daean are producing metal needed to support the 
production of ammunition, weapons, [personal] equipment, military accessories, iron 
pontoon bridges, armored plating, and other articles for the front. 
 
The production of ammunition has been organized at the following enterprises: 
 
The agricultural plant in Pyongyang   - mortar shells 
The mechanical engineering plant in Pyongyang - mortar shells 
The central mechanical engineering plant in  - mortar shells 
Pyongyang 
The [Sunan] mechanical engineering plant  - grenades 
The [Sopinyan] hardware plant   - grenades 
The Pyongyang chemical plant   - grenades 
The Pyongyang starch hydrolysis plant  - grenades  
 
In addition, the production and the fillers of mortar shells, grenades, and mine stabilizers 
are being organized at the group of [Konan] plants. 
 
The manufacturing of iron pontoon bridges and spare trusses and assemblies to repair 
destroyed railroad bridges are being organized at factories. The manning of two mobile 
vehicle repair shops, six mobile repair shops with welding equipment, transformers, and 
motors, and four mobile shops to repair communications lines is being finished at 
factories to aid the front. 
 
[The following] have already been manufactured at factories: 
 
Mobile kitchens      - 780 
Cauldrons       - 65,000 
Water containers      - 35,000 
Cast iron cauldrons     - 190 
 
And also picks, axes, shovels, stretchers, etc. 
 
A number of enterprises have been damaged as a result of the bombing. Restoration work 
is being conducted at the present time at all the destroyed facilities. 
 

Concerning the Nonferrous Metallurgical Plant at Nampo: 
 

The zinc electrolysis shop and electricity grid have been destroyed. Two of the four 
mercury rectifiers have been put out of committee. A sawmill burned down and a club 
was destroyed. A cadmium shop building, pumping station, sinter plant, water jacket 
shop, and storehouses were partially destroyed. 
 



One water jacket furnace has been restored and is operating at the present time, and the 
three remaining furnaces, the zinc baths, and sinter plant will be put in operation in the 
near future. 
 

THE SHIPYARD IN NAMPO: 
 

The metal framework, mechanical shop, casting shop, offices, storehouses, and living 
quarters have been destroyed.  
 
The mechanical shop has been restored and is operating at the present time, and 
restoration work is being conducted on the rest. 
 

THE STARCH HYDROLYSIS PLANT IN PYONGYANG 
 

The boiler room, the oil production shop, the starch production shop, and storehouses 
were destroyed. 
 
Repair work is being done, and the plant will partially resume operation by the end of 
July. 
 

THE OIL PRODUCTION PLANT AT NAMPO: 
 

This plant was partially destroyed and, at the present time, has fully resumed operation. 
 

THE OIL REFINERY AT WONSAN: 
 

This plant was repeatedly bombed. The foundry was destroyed. One thousand five 
hundred tons of kerosene burned up. 
 
The feed tank burned up in which 8,600 tons of Ekhabi oil had been stored. 

 
On 19 July, the chemical plants in Gowon and the lead smelters in Munpyeong were 
bombed.  
 
The Ministry of Industry has selected and sent a group of 126 workers to liberated areas 
to organize the stocktaking, security, and setting up of production in these areas. 
 
According to the incomplete information available, the following enterprises are already 
operating in the liberated areas at the present time: 
 
Two textile mills in Seoul with 57,000 spindles. 
 
The Seoul thermal power station, the tobacco mill in Seoul, the vehicle repair plant in 
Seoul, the mechanical plant in Yongjin, and a number of small vehicle repair shops. The 
lead mine in Ongjin and a tungsten mine are being restored. 
 



There are numerous examples occurring of a patriotic upsurge among workers and 
employees at enterprises of the Ministry of Industry. Prime Minister Kim Il Sung’s 
Address to the people, in connection with the military events in Korea imposed on the 
Korean people by the Syngman Rhee clique at the behest of the American imperialists, 
was discussed in meetings at all enterprises.  
 
At these meetings, the workers committed themselves to increase productivity and 
discipline and to produce more output to aid the front. 
 
These commitments are being backed by deeds. The workers of the [Sinchang] coal mine, 
having committed themselves to increase the shipment of coal for rail transport, increased 
the daily shipments to 80 rail cars instead of the 60 shipped in prewar times. 
 
The ratio of the use of machine tools at the Pyongyang central mechanical engineering 
plant was 64% in prewar times but has now risen to 84%. The appearance of workers [at 
work] was on average previously 90% and is now 95%.   
 
At the Seonheung, mine borer Hong Seungmu made a commitment and began to operate 
two hammer drills, fulfilling 300% of the shift norm. 
 
At the Goksan, tungsten mine borer Ho Yon fulfilled 250% of the shift norm in wartime. 
 
At the Wonsan shipyard, foreman [Ki Chon Ki] organized a shock brigade, which 
considerably over fulfilled the production norms. 
 
Workers and specialists of the Haecheong power station, located in the area of the 38th 
parallel, installed a 38,000-watt generator in eight days instead of the assigned 15 days. 
 
Workers and specialists working at the restored [Supun]-Seoul power transmission line 
finished work in 12 days instead of the 30 days in the planned schedule. 
 
It ought to be pointed out that a number of industrial enterprises are experiencing 
interruptions in operation because of late shipments of raw materials, fuel, and materiel 
by rail in connection with the frequent American air raids on rail facilities and rolling 
stock and also in connection with the fact that rail transport is carrying first-priority 
military shipments. 
 
The production of pig iron at the Gyeomipo metallurgical plant at which coke is being 
shipped with interruption from the Cheongjin plant has fallen from 800 tons a day to 500 
tons. The production of their own coke has dropped because the coal has not arrived at 
this plant, which, in turn, has reduced the output of coke oven gas for open-hearth 
furnaces and lowered the production of steel from 400 tons a day to 250 tons a day. 
 
The treatment plant at the Songcheon lead smelter, which is not receiving the necessary 
amount of ore, is operating with idle capacity. The Pyongyang chemical plant is idle in 
connection with the fact that the main raw material, cellulose, is not being shipped in. 



 
The shipment of production (carbide, metal, etc.) from plants for export is being delayed. 
 
The government is taking steps at the present time to improve rail shipment of the most 
important freight for industry. 
 
The Ministry of Industry has mapped out and is taking further steps to improve the 
production and mobilization of domestic resources to increase aid to the front. 
 

II. MEASURES CONCERNING DPRK RAIL TRANSPORTATION 
 

During the past period of military operations, the operation of the DPRK railroads has, on 
the whole, been satisfactory with the exception of insignificant interruptions in individual 
rail sectors as a consequence of the damage caused by American aircraft. About 10,000 
rail cars of military personnel trains and military freight were delivered during this period 
across the 38th parallel in both directions along the Sea of Japan and the Yellow Sea 
without counting those made along railroads in the liberated territory of South Korea. 
 
Passenger trains of the Pyongyang-Rajin, Pyongyang-[Manyu], Pyongyang-[Sinmyak], 
Pyongyang-Sinuiju, Wonsan-Cheongjin, and Pyongyang-Wonsan sectors leave daily. 
Passenger train travel on the Wonsan-[Chodon] and Wonsan-Yangyang lines has been 
irregular during periods of increased bombing. 
 
The bombing of railroads, which began on 28 June, has somewhat complicated normal 
train traffic on the Cheongjin-Wonsan, Pyongyang-Rehen, and Pyongyang-Sinuiju lines. 
 
A temporary interruption of traffic on the Pyongyang-Rehen line occurred after bridges 
and the Pyongyang station were bombed on 3, 4, and 5 July. The damage was not 
significant and was quickly repaired (rails, bridge girders, and communications). The 
biggest interruption of traffic was on the Cheongjin-Hamheung line and lasted from 5 to 
10 July as a consequence of the destruction of the large bridge across the Seongcheon 
River. In addition, six small or medium-sized bridges were destroyed or damaged, which 
were quickly restored. 
 
Complications in train traffic were caused by the frequent damage to telephone 
communications at stations and in sectors as a result of bombing. The greatest damage to 
communications laid on a bridge occurred across the Daedong River (Pyongyang-Seoul), 
the Seongcheon River, and at the Wonsan station. A shortage of cable and insulated wire 
was encountered during the restoration. As of 20 July, direct communications with 
Wonsan had not been restored. A total of 25,000 meters of communications lines were 
damaged. 
 
The bombing also damaged the route at 35 places in sectors and at stations. A railroad 
repair regiment of 3,500 men and 2 MPS [Ministry of Railways] repair brigades of 600 
men are working on the repair of the tracks and bridges.  
 



Beginning 10 July, a second railroad repair regiment was organized by the MPS, and 
repair trains were created equipped with machinery (tractors, hoisting cranes, and jacks). 
The manufacture of components and structures to repair bridges is being organized at 
industrial enterprises.  
 
The locomotive stock of DPRK railroads has suffered great losses from American air 
raids. During the period between 28 June and 20 July, 58 locomotives, including 14 
which have been rendered completely useless, were put out of committee through 
damage from bombing and especially machinegun fire. The damaged locomotives are 
being repaired at the [Soginyan], Cheongjin, and Wonsan locomotive repair yards. 
 
Losses to the rail car fleet on DPRK railroads to the 38th parallel from the operations of 
American aircraft are insignificant and constitute a little more than 100 rail cars. 
 
The presence of a large number of tunnels allows rail cars with ammunition, tanks, and 
artillery to be successfully hidden in them in the daytime, as a result of which military 
shipments are made without loss.   
 
A new Air Defense Instruction based on the Soviet model has been put into effect on the 
railroads taking local conditions into consideration. 
 
On the whole, DPRK railroad personnel have risen to the occasion and are working 
selflessly, supplying the front with everything necessary and successfully repairing the 
damage caused by American aircraft. It needs to be noted that there have been no crashes 
or accidents on DPRK railroads during the entire period since the beginning of the war.  
 
A Seoul Directorate of Railroads has been created in the liberated part of the South 
Korean railroads for which the Ministry of Railways sent an operations group of senior 
officials (in all specialties) headed by Deputy Minister of Railways Kim Hwail. 
 
During this period, five electric locomotives and a small number of freight cars were sent 
across the 38th parallel from the liberated railroads of South Korea to regulate the rolling 
stock fleet. The Seoul railroad is experiencing a shortage of locomotives, as a 
consequence of which it needs to be helped by directing [komanduya] locomotives there 
from the Pyongyang and [Kamhyn] railroads. 
 
The following measures are being taken in order to ensure the normal operation of the 
railroads: 
 
1. The production of bridge spare parts, which will be transported to the field for the 
purpose of rapid repair of bridges if they are destroyed by air raids, is being organized at 
factories of the Ministry of Industry. 
 
2. The production of armor plating to protect boilers and locomotive barrels from aircraft 
fire is being organized.  
 



3. The staffing of the second railroad repair regiment is being concluded. 
 
4. Measures and a draft Cabinet of Ministers Decree have been developed concerning the 
shipment of the most important economic freight. 
 
5. Large groups of machinists, railway workers, signalmen, and transport workers have 
been submitted for orders and medals for excellent work in supporting military shipments 
and for the rapid repair of damaged rail facilities. 
 

III. MEASURES CONCERNING TRADE AND LOCAL INDUSTRY 
 

The Ministry of Trade has carried out and is carrying out the following measures in 
accordance with directives of the Military Committee: 
 
1. Measures have been drafted and are being carried out to improve the operation of the 
Ministry's commercial and industrial enterprises and staff. 
 
2. An order for the Ministry of Trade has been drafted and issued concerning the issue of 
purchasing and procurement of food, raw material, and materiel for the needs of the front. 
 
A group of 60 officials has been selected and sent to organize procurement work in the 
liberated areas of the southern part of the DPRK. 
 
3. Measures are being taken to improve the work of the procurement organizations, 
which procure and process vegetables to support the army and the urban population. 
 
4. The operation of the following 46 enterprises has been switched to the fulfillment of 
military orders to satisfy the needs of the army: 
 
Sewing shops    - 17 
Shoe enterprises   - 11 
Bakeries    -  8 
Furniture enterprises   -  4  
Food enterprises   -  5 
Metalware factory    -  1 
 
[The following] have been produced in 20 days: 
 
Hardtack    - 1,050 tons 
Soy sauce    - 106 tons 
Clothing for the army   - 11,000 uniforms 
Underwear    - 16,000 pair 
Assorted shoes   -  83,000 pair 
Field bags    -  6,300 
 
Other enterprises are also being converted to fulfilling military orders as necessary. 



 
The ministry has made an inventory of and put into operation the following enterprises in 
liberated areas: 
 
Salt businesses with a daily output of 3,0                                                                                                      
00 tons of salt 
A tobacco plant 
A brewery 
A paint factory 
A garment factory 
Rubber shoes factory - 4 
A distillery 
A ginseng production factory  
Stores - 32 
Hotels - 4. 
 
A group of 260 officials has left to organize trade and production, procurement, and food 
work in the liberated areas.  
 
 

IV. MEASURES CONCERNING FINANCIAL AND BANKING OPERATIONS 
 

Government decrees on the following issues were the most important economic measures 
in the financial and banking sectors: 
 
1. The circulation of currency, the exchange rate between the two currencies, and the 
protection of banks in liberated territory. 
 
2. The organization of banks and banking operations in liberated territory. 
 
3. The elimination of the Syngman Rhee tax system and the extension of the tax system 
of the northern part of the DPRK to the southern areas. 
 
4. The procedure for providing the troops of the People’s Army with monetary 
allowances on territory south of the 38th parallel. 
 

(The texts of the decrees are attached) 
 

These decrees and orders of the DPRK Military Committee prohibited the circulation of 
banknotes of the [Choson] Bank on the territory of the northern part of the DPRK and 
prohibited private trade between the northern and southern parts of Korea. The 
responsibility was imposed on military commanders to organize the protection of banks 
and captured financial resources and to hand them over to representatives of the DPRK 
Ministry of Finance. The Ministry of Finance was charged with the responsibility of 
providing the troops with the necessary financial resources. 
 



A directive of the Military Committee established that a Central Branch of the Main Bank 
of North Korea be opened in Seoul and branches of the Main Bank of North Korea in 
provincial capitals and large cities, subordinating the latter to the Central Branch in Seoul. 
The existing eight commercial banks in Seoul and their branches in the provinces have 
been subordinated to existing branches of the Main Bank of North Korea. 
 
The main task of the branches of the Main Bank of North Korea in liberated territory at 
the present time are the mobilization of available cash and providing for the army’s needs 
in banknotes. 
 
The Ministry of Finance has selected, instructed, and sent a group of 121 officials to the 
southern part of the DPRK to organize financial and banking operations. 
 
The Central Branch of the Main Bank of North Korea, having 3 billion won seized by the 
troops during the capture of Seoul, was opened in Seoul on 4 July 1950. 
 
According to preliminary information, there is about 70 billion won of the Choson Bank 
in circulation in the south of Korea of which the Syngman Rhee clique took six or seven 
billion won when fleeing Seoul. 
 
Several other branches of the Main Bank, besides the central branch, have opened and 
begun operation in liberated areas. 
 
The balance sheets of the banks, the budget of South Korea, and other important 
documents have been delivered to the Ministry of Finance from Seoul. 
 
The Ministry of Finance has issued an order about wartime operating procedures for 
financial bodies and banks, the operation of financial bodies in the South is being 
organized, and the procedure for financing the repair work for sites destroyed during 
military operations and a number of other measures are being drafted. 
 
A draft decree of the Presidium of the DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly is being 
drafted about the introduction of a wartime tax. 
 

V. MEASURES CONCERNING COMMUNICATIONS 
 

In connection with military operations, the DPRK Ministry of Communications handed 
over operational wires to the People's Army to organize communications through army, 
navy, air force, and air defense channels. The Ministry of Communications took over the 
operation of the wires it had handed over to assist the operational units of the army. 
 
Four repair columns, at the disposition of the Ministry of Communications, were 
deployed to signals construction companies in accordance with an Order of the Military 
Committee. The companies were formed and began work on 28 June 1950. The mission 
of these companies is the repair of aerial communications lines on the four axial links to 
the south behind the movement of military units. 



 
An important circumstance in the matter of organizing communications in liberated areas 
was the repair of the underground cable between Pyongyang and Seoul as a result of 
which five telephone channels were gained. The Pyongyang-Seoul and Wonsan-Seoul 
aerial arterial lines were also repaired. 
 
The aerial communications lines and communications centers are being subjected to 
frequent bombing, especially in the Cheolwon-Seoul, Kaeseong-Seoul sectors, and the 
Wonsan, Pyongyang, and Anju regions. [The following] have been destroyed by bombing: 
a telephone exchange and postal telegraph office in Wonsan, and the post office and 
telephone exchange in Nampo. 
 
Communications facilities, which have been destroyed, are being immediately repaired, 
and emergency teams are working satisfactorily and are not displaying cowardice. 
 
Two reserve communications centers for communications in the direction of Seoul are 
being provided with underwater cable laid across a river away from bridges to increase 
the reliability of communications in the area of Pyongyang when it is subjected to air 
raids. 
 
In connection with the frequent damage to main communications arteries from air raids, 
six mobile emergency repair teams in vehicles are being created to repair 
communications lines on the main arteries going to the south. 
 
The Ministry of Communications has selected 300 communications specialists and sent 
them to the army to create new signals units. Four hundred men are being selected for 
courses at communications enterprises for accelerated training of communications 
workers, which the army needs. 
 
The Ministry of Communications has sent 223 specialists and administrative personnel to 
organize the operation of the communications enterprises in Seoul and the liberated areas. 
 
The headquarters of the DPRK Ministry of Communications' authorized representative is 
being organized in Seoul and provincial offices are being created in liberated areas.  
 
A significant shortcoming in the operation of the Ministry in wartime is the frequent 
disruption of communications between industrial centers of the northern part of Korea, 
which creates additional difficulties in the operation of enterprises. The Ministry is taking 
steps to eliminate these shortcomings. 
 
VI. MEASURES CONCERNING AGRICULTURE AND LAND REFORM FOR THE 

LIBERATED AREAS OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE DPRK 
 

At the present time, the Ministry of Land and Forests is devoting special attention to 
carrying out all the necessary measures connected with sowing and harvesting of crops in 
a timely fashion, intending that a reduction in the quality of the field work in connection 



with the departure of part of the rural male population to the People's Army is to be 
prevented. 
 
By a special order of the Minister of Land and Forests, all the workers of local land 
organizations have been mobilized to handle this task. A group of Ministry officials has 
been sent to rural areas to help. 
 
The Ministry has sent 220 tractor drivers, 56 tractors, 15 vehicles, 10 mobile vehicle 
repair shops, and five fuel tankers for the needs of the army. 
 
At the present time, the Ministry has organized the training of 500 tractor drivers for their 
subsequent transfer to the army. 
 
A group of 30 Ministry officials has been sent to liberated areas of the South. 
 
According to information coming from the South, the peasants of liberated areas are 
giving considerable assistance to the People's Army in the construction of roads, bridges, 
and transporting materials and military cargo with their own means of transportation. 
 
The preparation and carrying out of land reform in southern areas of the DPRK, which 
have been and are being liberated, is the main and most important economic and political 
measure. 
 
On 4 July 1950, the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of the Koran People's 
Democratic Republic adopted a law on carrying out land reform in the southern part of 
the DPRK. 
 
On 10 July 1950, the DPRK Cabinet of Ministers approved a regulation for carrying out 
land reform. A group of 511 officials, who had been trained and had attended a seminar, 
left Pyongyang to carry out land reform. 
 
Rallies and meetings of peasants devoted to the historic law on land reform, adopted by 
the Presidium of the DPRK Supreme People's Assembly, are being held in villages, 
districts, and cities of the liberated territory of the southern part of Korea. 
 
Beginning on 9 July, many rallies and meetings of peasants devoted to land reform are 
being held in many districts in the province of Hwanghae. 
 
Peasants are holding rallies at their own initiative in a number of villages in the district of 
Chuncheon in connection with the law on land reform. On 14 July, a rally of peasants 
was held in the city of [Yembek] at which more than 35,000 people were present. 
 
In their speeches at rallies and meetings, the peasants say that their long-awaited dream is 
being realized, and now they will get land. They say that their actions and uprisings 
against the Syngman Rhee clique, which oppressed them and took away their harvest, 



were brutally repressed and unsuccessful, and only the People's Army had liberated them, 
and now they will get land. 
 
In resolutions adopted at rallies and meetings, the peasants thank the People's Army and 
People's Power for their liberation and land reform, and they promise to correctly carry 
out the land law, work well, and help the People's Army achieve final victory over the 
enemy of the Korean people. 
 
One hundred and sixty-seven peasant committees have already been created in the 
province of Hwanghae, which have already begun preparations to distribute land. 
 
At the present time, officials who have come from Pyongyang to carry out land reform 
along with the officials who were recruited locally have begun mass explanatory and 
practical work in districts and villages to make the historical land law a reality for the 
peasants of the southern part of the Korean People's Democratic Republic. 
 
COUNSELOR OF THE USSR 
EMBASSY IN KOREA 
 
     /signature/ 
 

(V. PELISHENKO) 
 

3 copies lb/ls 
20 July 1950 

* * * 
 
DOCUMENT NO. 26 
 
[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 62, pp. 71-72. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 
Note  
On the Soviet Withdrawal from the Security Council, 27 August 1950 
 

Top Secret 
 
Prague, Soviet Ambassador 
 
Please pass on to Gottwald verbally the following message. Contact him by post if he so 
requests. 
 
“We view the Soviet Union’s withdrawal from the Security Council on 27 June and the 
subsequent events somewhat differently from comrade Gottwald. 
 



We left the Security Council for four reasons: first, to demonstrate solidarity of the Soviet 
Union towards the new China. 
 
Second, to underscore the foolishness and idiocy of the United States policy seeking the 
appointment of a Guomindang clown as the China’s representative to the Security 
Council; third, to render the decision of the Security Council unlawful as a result of 
representatives of two great powers missing; fourth, to give American government a free 
hand to gain the majority vote in the Security Council, make more mistakes, and show its 
true colors to the public. 
 
I believe that we have achieved all of these goals. 
 
Following our withdrawal form the Security Council, America has become entangled in 
the military intervention in Korea and is now wasting away its military prestige and 
moral authority. Few honest people can now doubt the fact that America acts as an 
aggressor and tyrant in Korea and that, in military terms, it is really not as powerful as it 
claims to be. Besides, it is clear that the United States of America is presently diverted 
from Europe and the Far East. Does it not give us an advantage in the global balance of 
power? It surely does. 
 
Let us suppose that American government will continue to be involved in the Far East 
and will also pull China into the struggle for the liberation of Korea and its own 
independence. What could come out of this? 
 
First, America, just like any other state, cannot deal with China, a country with such large 
military capacity. It turns out that America would break its neck in this struggle. Second, 
having failed in this respect, America would not be in a position to partake in a third 
world war.1 Therefore, the third world war would be postponed for an unspecified period, 
giving enough time to strengthen socialism in Europe. Moreover, the struggle between 
America and China would put the entire Far East in a state of revolution. Does it not give 
us an advantage in the global balance of power? It surely does. 
 
As you can see, the question of whether or not the Soviet Union should be a member of 
the Security Council is not as simple as it might seem. 
 
Thus, we cannot say that the “camp of democracy2 has no need to leave the Security 
Council.” Whether we leave or stay depends on the circumstances. We might leave the 
Security Council again and come back once again, depending on what the international 
situation is like. 
 
One might inquire why we have returned to the Security Council. We have returned to 
continue exposing the aggressive policy of American government and to prevent it from 
using the Security Council as a cover-up for its aggression. Now that America has 
become aggressively involved in Korea, it would be easier to pursue this goal while 
                                                 
 
 



remaining a member of the Security Council. I think that this point is sufficiently clear 
and needs no further explanation. 
 

FILIPPOV. 
 
27 August 1950” 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 27 
 
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347, Listy 14-15 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 
5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, List 162. Translated for NKIDP by Gary Goldberg] 
 
Telegram  
From Shtykov to Stalin Trasmitting Letter from Kim Il Sung to Stalin, 31 August 
1950 
 
CIPHERED TELEGRAM 
FYN-SI [Stalin]. 
 
I transmit the letter I received. 
 
[According to the report of KIM IL SUNG's secretary, MUN IL, this text of the letter was 
confirmed by the PolitSoviet of the CC of the Korean Workers’ Party.] 
SHTYKOV 
No. 1011/sh 
31.8.1950 
Copies to Stalin (2), Malenkov, Beria, Bulganin, Mikoyan, Khrushchev, File of the  
 
8th Department. 
 
"DEAR comrade STALIN, I.V. 
We are deeply touched by your attention. 
 
We bring to you, our dear teacher, gratitude for the warm sympathy and advice. In the 
decisive period of the struggle of the Korean people we have received great moral 
support from you. We have firmly resolved to win the final victory in the struggle against 
the American interventionists, who are trying anew to enslave Korea. 
 
In the noble struggle for independence and freedom we constantly feel your fatherly care 
and assistance. 
 
We wish you many years of life and health. 
 
Yours faithfully, 



KIM IL SUNG 
 
(upon committee of the PolitSoviet of the CC [Central Committee] of the Korean 
Workers’ Party of Korea) 
city of PYONGYANG 
31.8.1950." 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 28 
 
[Source: Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation 
[TsAMO RF], F. 5, Op. 918795, D. 125, pp. 89-91. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 
Telegram  
From the Soviet Ambassador to the DPRK to the First Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs with Information about the North Korean Workers Party CC Meeting, 22 
September 1950 
 

Nº 79 
 

 
Nº 1258      22 September 1950 2030* 

 
On 21 September 1950 I was visited by Korean Workers’ Party CC Secretary Heo Gai (a 
Soviet Korean). 
 
At the beginning of the conversation he said that he wished to inform me of the Party 
political council meeting held on 21 September 1950. 
 
The issue of what reply to give to the Chinese comrades in response to Zhou Enlai's 
inquiry was discussed at this meeting for two and a half hours: the Chinese government's 
proposal to the Korean government in connection with the situation which has developed. 
 
Kim Il Sung read a report from his Ambassador, Li Juyeon, about a conversation with 
Zhou Enlai and asked the opinion of the members of the political council. 
 
Those who spoke, Pak Heonyeong, Kim Dubong, Pak Ilu, came to the common opinion 
that the situation is serious and evidently they cannot cope with the American troops with 
their own forces, therefore they came to the conclusion to ask the Chinese government to 
send their troops to Korea. 
 
Afterwards Kim Il Sung spoke and said how can this be, for we thought that we have 
many people and will be able to cope [with the Americans] with our own forces. The 
Soviet Union has given us as many weapons as we requested. What are the reasons for 
turning to the Chinese for aid  



 
Then Kim Il Sung raised the issue of what the consequences might be after the Chinese 
enter the war on the side of the Koreans. What if this led to a third world war  
 
Kim Il Sung then, supposedly referring to Mao Zedong, said that China is not constrained 
[svyazan] by international treaties and is not a member of the UN, and this might help.    
 
Then Kim Il Sung supposedly said that, although the Soviet Union and China do not want 
to start a third world war because of Korea, but inasmuch as Korea is an important 
strategic point, as the American imperialists tell it, he thinks that the Soviet Union and 
China will not allow the Americans to occupy Korea completely. 
 
He suggested not to decide to turn to the Chinese government for aid for the time being, 
but to write a letter to Cde. Stalin and ask his advice as to whether to turn to the Chinese 
for aid with troops. He allegedly stressed at the same time that the Soviet Union might be 
offended that its aid and advisers were sort of insufficient. 
 
Kim Il Sung then said that if we had time we could speed up the formation of new units 
and then it would not be necessary to turn to the Chinese. But they are afraid that there 
will not be enough time. 
 
No decision was made as a result of the discussion. 
 
In conclusion, Hegai asked what my opinion was on this issue. 
 
I declined to discuss this issue. 
 
In my opinion, Heo Gai came to inform me at the instruction of Kim Il Sung with the 
goal of finding out my opinion himself. 
 

Shtykov 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 29 
  
[Source: Printed in Voyna v Koree 1950-1953 gg: vzglyad cherez 50 let [The 1950-1953 
War in Korea; the View After 50 Years], pp. 84-89. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 
Telegram  
From Kim Il Sung and Pak Heonyeong to Iosif Vissarionovich Stalin 
 

 29 September 1950 
 
In the name of the Korean Workers’ Party we express to you, the liberator of the Korean 
people and leader of the workers movement of the entire world, deep gratitude for the 



sympathy and aid which you constantly show to our people, who are fighting for the 
freedom and independence of their Motherland. 
 
In this letter we would like to briefly inform you of the situation that has been created at 
the present time at the fronts of the war of liberation of our people against the American 
aggressors. 
 
Before the amphibious operations in the area of Incheon (Jemulpo) the situation at the 
fronts could not be regarded as unfavorable for us. 
 
Suffering defeat after defeat, the enemy was driven into a small territory of the 
southernmost end of South Korea and we had a great chance of victory in subsequent 
decisive battles. 
 
Such a situation severely shook American military prestige. 
 
Therefore in the situation which had developed, having mobilized almost all [their] 
ground, naval, and air forces located in the Pacific Ocean, in order to restore its prestige 
and carry out their old plans to seize Korea at any cost and turn it into their own strategic 
military bridgehead the US conducted an amphibious operation on 16 September 1950 
and landed a considerable number of troops and equipment in the area of Incheon. 
Having seized Inchon the enemy is waging street battles right in the city of Seoul. 
 
…The enemy will next undertake an offensive against North Korea. Therefore, we think 
that if the above events unfavorable to us occur the American aggression will in the final 
account be crowned with success. 
 
In order to supply the troops with everything necessary and feed the front without 
interruption we need first of all to have suitable air forces, but we have no trained 
personnel. 
 
Dear Cde. Stalin! We are fully determined to overcome every difficulty with which we 
are faced so that Korea is not a colony and military bridgehead of the American 
imperialists. We will fight to the last drop of blood for the independence, democracy, and 
happiness of the people. Therefore we are taking determined steps with all vigor to form 
and train a multitude of new divisions, to use the more than 100,000 troops mobilized in 
South Korea in the most favorable operating areas, and to arm all the people to be ready 
for a long war. 
 
In spite of this, if the enemy does not give [us] time to carry out the steps we have 
planned and, using our extraordinarily difficult position, speeds up offensive operations 
against North Korea, then we not be in a condition to stop the enemy with our own forces. 
 
Therefore, dear Iosif Vissarionovich, we cannot fail to ask you for special assistance. In 
other words, at the moment that enemy troops cross the 38th parallel we will be very 
much in need of immediate military aid from the Soviet Union. 



 
If for any reason this is impossible, then help us create international volunteer units in 
China and other countries of the people's democracy to provide military aid to our 
struggle. 
 
We request your instructions concerning our above proposals. 
 

Respectfully, 
the CC of the Korean Workers’ Party 

Kim Il Sung, Pak Heonyeong 
 

 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 30 
 
[Source: RGASPI F. 558, Op. 11, D. 334, pp. 97-98. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg]] 
 
Letter 
From [Beijing] to Soviet Ambassador, 1 October 1950 
 

Top Secret 
 

Passed to Cde. Bulganin [from Sochi] on 1 October 1950 
 

[BEIJING] to the SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
 
To be immediately sent to Mao Zedong or Zhou Enlai 
 
"I am far from Moscow on vacation and have somewhat lost touch with events in Korea. 
However according to information which has come to me today from Moscow I see that 
the situation of the Korean comrades is becoming desperate. 
 
Back on 16 September Moscow warned the Korean comrades that the landing of 
American troops at Jemulpo [Incheon] had great significance and was pursuing the goal 
of cutting off the North Korean first and second army groups from their rear areas in the 
north. Moscow warned [them] to immediately withdraw at least four divisions from the 
south, to create a front north and south of Seoul, then gradually withdraw the majority of 
the southern troops to the north and thus secure the 38th parallel. But the command of the 
1st and 2nd army groups did not carry out Kim Il Sung's order to withdraw troops to the 
north and this provided the Americans the opportunity to cut off the troops and surround 
them. The Korean comrades have no troops in the area of Seoul capable of resistance and 
the path in the direction of the 38th parallel needs to be considered open. 
 
I think that if you consider it possible in the present situation, help the Korean comrades 
with troops even just to immediately move at least five or six divisions to the 38th parallel 



in order to provide the Korean comrades an opportunity to organize troop reserves north 
of the 38th parallel under the protection of your forces. The Chinese divisions might 
figure as volunteers, of course, headed by a Chinese command. 
 
I have communicated nothing and am not thinking of communicating anything about this 
to the Korean comrades but I do not doubt that they will be glad when they find out about 
this. 
 
I await your response. 
 
Greetings         FILIPPOV 
1 October 1950  
    

 
* * * 

DOCUMENT NO. 31 
 
[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 62, p. 73. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 
Note  
From Vyshinsky on Kiselev’s Mistake, 1 October 1950 
 

Top Secret 
 
Yesterday during heated debates about the Korean issue in the First Committee as a result 
of sharp attacks by our opponents and the participation of the Nationalist Chinese 
[representative] [Tayang] [Jian Tin Fu] in particular, Kiselev probably let drop the 
following phrase when replying to [Tayang], "…and if Mr. [Tayang] thinks that the 
thunder of victory can already be heard he is deeply mistaken. He will soon feel this 
mistake". 
 
[Younger] and [Austin] grasped onto this statement of Kiselev's, noting it in their 
statements. 
 
After the meeting I pointed out to Kiselev the blunder he had made. In addition, this issue 
was discussed today at a meeting of the delegation. Kiselev completely admits the slip he 
made. 
 

VYSHINSKY 
 

1 October 1950 
 
 



* * * 
DOCUMNET NO. 32 
 
[Source: RGASPI. F. 558, Op. 11, D. 62, p. 77. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 
Note 
From Stalin Reprimanding Vyshinsky on Kiselev Issue, 3 October 1950 

Special 
Flash 

 
New York, to Vyshinsky 
 
You, like all your delegation, have acted incorrectly, having scolded Cde. Kiselev for his 
attack against the Nationalist Chinese [representative] in the first committee on the 
Korean issue. It was unquestionably necessary to make a detailed reply with regard to the 
high-handed gentleman from the bloc of the imperialist camp. Cde. Kiselev did this, and 
it is very good that he decided to do this. It is not at all necessary that all members of our 
delegation sing the same tune about all minor issues. "Extremists" are also needed. 
 
Please convey my opinion to Cde. Kiselev's attention. 
 

Stalin 
 

3 October 1950 
 

 
* * * 

DOCUMENT NO. 33 
 
[Source: RGASPI F. 558 Op. 11 D. 334 pp. 105-106. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 
Telegram 
Of Mao Zedong’s Reply to Stalin’s Telegram, 3 October 1950  
 

REPLY OF MAO ZEDONG TO STALIN'S TELEGRAM ABOUT SENDING 
CHINESE VOLUNTEERS TO THE KOREAN FRONT 

 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 

ARMY 
 

Top Secret 



 
ENCIPHERED TELEGRAM 
 
From [Beijing]     3 October 1950 
 

FLASH 
 

to FILIPPOV 
 
I report Mao Zedong's reply to your N 4581: 
 
"Your telegram of 1 October 1950 has been received. We initially planned to move 
several volunteer divisions to North Korea to aid the Korean comrades when the enemy 
advanced north of the 38th parallel. 
 
However, having carefully thought it over, we now think that such an act might provoke 
very serious consequences. 
 
First, it is very difficult to solve the Korean problem with several divisions (the 
equipment of our troops is very poor and there is no confidence of the success of a 
military operation with American forces), and the enemy might force us to retreat. 
 
Second, it is most likely that this would provoke an open collision between the US and 
China, as a consequence of which the Soviet Union might be drawn in to the war and thus 
the problem might become very large. 
 
Many comrades in the CPC CC think that it is necessary to exercise caution here. 
 
Of course, it [would be] very bad for the Korean comrades who are in such a difficult 
position at the present time not to send troops to help and we are feeling this very much 
ourselves.  If we move some divisions forward and the enemy forces us to retreat, in 
addition to this provoking an open collision between the US and China our entire plan for 
peaceful construction would be completely wrecked and a great many people in the 
country would be discontented (the wounds inflicted on the people by the war have still 
not been healed and peace is needed). 
 
Therefore it is better right now to endure [this] and not actively move troops forward [but] 
to prepare forces, and that there will a more favorable time during the war with the 
enemy. 
 
While temporarily suffering defeat Korea will change the form of combat to partisan 
warfare. 
 
We are convening a meeting of the CC at which senior officials of various (regional and 
territorial) CC bureaus will be present. A final decision has not been made about this 
issue. This is our preliminary telegram. We want to consult with you. If you agree, then 



we will immediately send Cdes. Zhou Enlai and Lin Biao to the place of your vacation by 
air and discuss this matter with you and report the situation in China and in Korea. 
 
We await [your] reply. 
 

MAO ZEDONG 
 

2 October 1950" 
 

1. In my view Mao Zedong's reply is evidence of a change in the initial position of the 
Chinese leadership. It contrasts with the previous assessment repeatedly expressed in the 
conversations between Mao Zedong and Yudin, Kotov, and Konnov and Liu Shaoqi's 
conversation with me, which was reported in a timely fashion. In these conversations 
they (Mao Zedong and others) noted that the [Chinese] people and the NOA are ready to 
help the Korean people, that the fighting spirit of the NOA is high, and that if it becomes 
necessary it is capable of defeating the American troops, considering them weaker than 
the Japanese. 
 
2. The Chinese government undoubtedly could send not just five or six combat-ready 
divisions to Korea but even more. Of course these Chinese divisions need some supplies 
of technical anti-tank equipment and partly in artillery.  
 
The reasons for the change in the positions of the Chinese are not yet clear to us. It can be 
assumed that in this particular case the current international situation, the worsening of 
the situation in Korea, and the intrigues of the Anglo-American block via Nehru, who is 
calling upon the Chinese for patience and restraint to avoid a catastrophe, have had an 
influence.  
 

ROSHCHIN 
 

N 2270. 3 October 1950 
 
Copy N 1 - to Cde. Stalin   Copy N 5 - to Cde. Beria 
Copy N 2 - to Cde. Stalin   Copy N 6 - to Cde. Mikoyan 
Copy N 3 - to Cde. Molotov   Copy N 7 - to Cde. Kaganovich 
Copy N 4 - to Cde. Malenkov   Copy N 8 - to Cde. Bulganin 
 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 34 
 
[Source: Printed in Voyna v Koree 1950-1953 gg: vzglyad cherez 50 let [The 1950-1953 
War in Korea; the View After 50 Years], pp. 84-89. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 
 



2 November 1950 
Letter from Kim Il Sung to Stalin 

 
 

To Cde. Fyn Si [Stalin], 
 
By arrangement with the Chinese comrades [the following] Korean reserves of the 
People's Army are being withdrawn to the territory of Manchuria for future battles: nine 
infantry divisions, an officers schools, a tank training regiment, and an air division with 
an air training regiment; six combat divisions will be brought up to strength and trained 
on Korean territory. 
 
I earnestly request that you, dear Cde. Fyn Si, leave the existing staff of Soviet advisers, 
with the exception of the military academy, for the training of the above formations and 
the military school for a short period on Chinese territory and in Korea. 
 

Kim Il Sung 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 35 
 
[Source: Printed in Voyna v Koree 1950-1953 gg: vzglyad cherez 50 let [The 1950-1953 
War in Korea; the View After 50 Years], pp. 84-89. Translated for NKIDP by Gary 
Goldberg] 

 
Letter  
from Kim Il Sung to Stalin, 1 December 1950 
 
Dear Cde. Fyn Si [Stalin] 

 
I have received your letter of 15 November 1950. 
 
The content of this letter was disclosed at the political council of the CC of the Korean 
Workers’ Party at which all members of the political council unanimously recognized 
your orders to be correct and meeting the needs of the situation which has developed in 
Korea. 
 
1. Regarding the issue of troop command and control we made a number of critical 
decisions to improve command and control. The tables of organization and command 
elements are being reexamined. The training of headquarters commanders [shtabnye 
komandiry] is being organized. Communications are being put in order. 
 
2. We consider the statement of the issue of a unified command to be correct and timely. 
Also, the command should undoubtedly be a Chinese and his deputy a Korean. 
 



To coordinate questions associated with the mobilization and training of the Korean 
reserves and to resolve a number of other issues… 
 
…the enemy rear, strengthening and expanding operations of small partisan detachments 
led by underground Party organizations of the Workers’ Party. 
 
The 5th Army has been ordered to operate in areas northeast and south of Pyongyang. 
The strength of each army is 30,000 men. 
 
The commanding general of partisan armies and the commanders of detachments have 
been ordered to immediate commence active partisan operations. We are training combat 
engineers and equipping and sending them to the rear. 
 
5. The combat training of troops, staffs, and officers is being organized, taking into 
consideration the experience of past battles, the demands of the situation, the nature of 
the terrain, and the tactics of enemy operations.  
 
As Communists and your loyal followers, we have taken your instructions and comments 
as guidelines for our continued work. 
 
We are very grateful to you very, dear Cde. Fyn Si, for the timely aid with advice and 
hope that we will continue to receive instructions and comments which are of 
fundamental importance and give us young leaders confidence in [our] work. 
 

Respectfully yours,  
Kim Il Sung 

 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 36 
 
[Source: Polish Foreign Ministry Archive. Copy in NKIDP Archive. Translated for 
NKIDP by Maya Latynski] 
 
   TOP SECRET [stamp] 
               (January 2, 1951) 
Embassy 
of the Polish Republic 
in Korea 
       Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
       Independent Eastern Department 
       Head E. Słuczański 
 
 Below I am giving a report from my first trip to Korea: […] 
 
The war and the political situation. 



 No doubt many dimensions of the current situation will soon change. I am telling 
how it is currently, with the caveat that most of the data do not come from official 
statements of the Government of Korea, but instead from unofficial conversations with 
members of the government and the Party leadership. 
 
 At the time when India came up with the known sabotage on UN territory, a 
certain fear existed in Korean government circles whether this might not bring military 
action to a halt. A complex came about in some, even serious, Korean personalities: “who 
knows whether for considerations of higher politics they will not want to sacrifice half of 
our small country.” Even though they were being persuaded by a reliable source that this 
will not happen, nonetheless this event was a fact. It coincided with a short pause that 
came to be between the first and second inflows of volunteers. 
 
 The second wave of volunteers dispersed all fears. The preparations for a new 
strike lifted the spirits of the Koreans. During my stay in Korea, the second offensive was 
just beginning, and the situation on the front presented itself as follows. 
 
 The American “enclave,” which was created as a result of the surrounding of the 
X Corps in Hamnam district, was eliminated in a way that thanks to incessant attacks by 
the Koreans and volunteers, both during the day and at night, the Americans were forced 
to evacuate by sea. This is a serious strategic victory because the Americans had initially 
aimed to retain the Hamnam bridgehead at any price, so as to broaden it over time and 
use it as a base for sorties for a new attack, creating a serious center of threat from the 
northeast. The Americans defended this bridgehead with a large effort. The seriously 
strong ship artillery conducted an incessant barrage, shielding the cluster of the X Corps. 
The air force was attacking very intensively, attempting to prevent a massing of Korean 
and volunteer forces. Despite this, also this time the Americans were forced to give up on 
their cocky announcement that they would leave Hamnam whenever they felt like it. 
They incurred great losses in people and materiel and were forced to evacuate quite 
hurriedly. Although, before the evacuation they had destroyed literally everything that 
could be burned, exploded, killed. 
 
 After significant forces were amassed along the 38th parallel and the forces active 
on the rears of the enemy’s front (an Army was created comprising four divisions, not 
counting partisan units) were reorganized, a new offensive was begun. V[ice]-min[ister] 
of the Armed Forces, Pak Don Co, in sketching out the perspectives of the military 
actions that are already appearing now, declared: “We will conduct the war until its 
natural conclusion, which means until we clear our whole country of the enemy. I am 
able to say this because I know that our friends will go with us to the end.” 
 
 In assessing the war situation realistically, one should not expect the current 
offensive to result in this “natural end” to the war. Perhaps several more offensives will 
be necessary. And it seems that both sides conducting the war are aware of this. Still, it 
seems equally clear to both sides that if new elements do not enter the international 
situation with a much broader range of action, the further course of the war on this terrain 













 Apart from this, an action is being conducted among the peasantry to increase the 
harvest, threshing of rice and harvesting it for the military. 
 
 Volunteer brigades are forming to repair roads. In the region of Sinuiju alone, by 
the end of November of last year, the peasants collected 10,200 sacks of rice for the army, 
despite the fact that they had suffered horribly as a result of military action. An action of 
aid for the Chinese volunteers is also being conducted, health stations are being set up, 
special female health brigades have even been created. 
 
 The 3rd Plenum of the KWP Party, which took place in Kange, placed Kim Il 
Sung’s speech as the most important issue. (I have no new information to add to the 
previous piece of news.) 
 
 Apart from that, Pak Heonyeong gave a speech about the unity of workers’ 
organizations of north and south Korea. Of organizational issues, 6 members of the CC 
were moved to candidates. And 9 persons, including Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Pak Don Co, were moved from candidates to members of the CC. Comr[ade] Pak Don 
An was chosen as secretary of the party. Kuk Mo was chosen to serve as head of the 
labor department and Kim Chan Chai for communications. 
 
 In Korea, they consider CC resolutions to be secret and one cannot get any 
information from them. It can be seen clearly that the party is taking an increasingly 
consistent and Bolshevik direction. 
 
 Kim Il Sung, in his New Year’s speech described the most immediate tasks that 
stand before the Nation as: 
  1. Finishing the war victoriously in 1951, 
  2. Helping the front 
  3. Strengthening discipline in the rear 
  4. In the nearest future to rebuild the cities, villages, factories,   
   transportation, schools and cultural institutions in all the liberated  
   regions. 
  5. Fix the railways quickly and secure quick communications with the  
   front. 
  6. The peasantry should fight to increase the harvest. 
 
 They judge the delivery of the accreditation letters by the Ambassador of the RP 
[Polish Republic] very positively. 
 
 The press is writing about the 2nd World Peace Congress in Warsaw, the letter 
from Premier [Józef] Cyrankiewicz to Premier Kim Il Sung concerning the taking of 
Pyongyang has been published. 
 
 Of very great importance for Korea is also the moral support of all nations 
without an exception. 
 



 Now that the materials have been received, Polish issues will take up more space 
here. There are still many points that I am trying to clear up, such as the peasant issue, 
that of political parties, the Unified Democratic Homeland Front and issues of the 
anticipated treasons by certain individuals. 
 
 I state once again that now the National Front and the party are stronger than ever 
not only because of the victorious offensive, but also because of the imperialists’ amazing 
barbarisms. 
 
4. The situation of the civilian population. 
 
 The situation of the civilian population is tragic, they have no means of minimum 
sustenance. The Government’s help is not yielding any effective results yet. 
 
 The Americans, like the Nazis or even better, are herding the population south. 
Quick assistance is indispensable. Politically, the population is devoted to its people’s 
government. 
 
 The facts about American crimes are described in the enclosed note. Issues of 
Hygiene are catastrophic. The USSR has sent a mission of its Red Cross. 
 
5. Issues of the RP Embassy […] 
     St. Dodin 
     1st Secretary of the Embassy of the RP in Korea  
     Charge d’Affaires 
 

* * * 
 
DOCUMENT NO. 38 

Copy Nº 1 
 

TO THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET ARMY 
GENERAL OF THE ARMY 

 
Cde. S. M. SHTEMENKO 

 
Attached is a brief analysis of the losses of American aircraft in Korea for 1951 with 
some conclusions made on the basis of the results of immediate observation, the 
interrogation of prisoners, and a study of documents. 
 
  ATTACHMENT: An analysis of the losses of American aircraft,  
         in five pages, to the addressee only 
 
  CHIEF MILITARY ADVISER TO THE KPA 
   GENERAL-LIEUTENANT 



 
    [signature]  (RAZUVAYEV) 
 
[Handwritten across the left margin: To Cdes. N. Ye. Sokolov. Show to Cdes. 
Kudr[yashov], Luk'yanchenko, Vorontsov, ?, Kostenko. 
Use this material in your summarization of the material [illegible signature] 8 February 
1952…to Pavlovsky 8 February [illegible signature]] 
 

LOSSES OF AMERICAN AIRCRAFT IN KOREA 
 

The American Air Force suffered considerable losses in 1951. In analyzing these losses 
one can come to the conclusion that the mastery of the Korean anti-aircraft forces and 
riflemen hunters over enemy aircraft has grown immeasurably during the period of 
military operations. The aircraft had previously operated with impunity and started to 
encounter ever more serious resistance from ground-based air defense. 
 
The insufficient protection of the primary targets and lines of communications by anti-
aircraft resources allowed the enemy to launch still more appreciable attacks on the deep 
rear of the DPRK. 
 
A brief analysis of the losses of American aircraft has been made for the effective 
organization of air defense in the future. This analysis was compiled from available 
documents and statements by captured pilots interrogated by the KNA General Staff 
Intelligence Directorate. 
 
By the end of 1951 the total number of aircraft [shot down] (mainly American) was 
11[3]0, including: 
 
B-[2]6 up to 130; 
B-[3]6 up to 100; 
F-51  up to 75; 
F-80  up to 100; 
F-84  up to 130; 
F-86    up to 75; 
 
Naval aviation of various types was over [2]60 aircraft. 
 
up to 3 0 fighters in reserve at Japanese airfields…[Translator's note: sentence not 
continued on the next page]. 
 
The American command is trying not to allow a reduction of its fleet of aircraft at the 
front thanks to the timely replacement of the materiel and personnel put out of action and 
also by bringing reserve units into action. 
 



All combat subunits (with the exclusion of B-29 "Flying Fortress" aircraft based at 
Kadena and Yokota) are deployed at airfields and landing strips in South Korea, and the 
main group of aircraft as close as possible to the front line. 
 
Air supremacy has provided an opportunity to make an average of 400 sorties a day and 
this number reaches up to 1000 sorties on days there are active battles at the front and 
heavy shipments in the rear of the KNA. 
 
The main missions being performed by enemy aircraft in the rear of the KNA are 
impacting communications, concentrations of troops in the rear, and the destruction of 
railroads, dams, tunnels, depots, bridges, and other rear facilities. 
 
The operations of the aircraft at the front directly against troops usually do not exceed 
[25]% of all sorties. 
 
Enemy aircraft encounter [their] main opposition from ground-based air defense (anti-
aircraft artillery and riflemen hunters) and partly the aircraft of the KNA and Chinese 
volunteers. 
 
From statements of 80 captured pilots interrogated during 1951 by the KNA General 
Staff Intelligence Directorate it turned out that the main aircraft losses were from ground 
fire and the overwhelming majority of enemy pilots state that their main fear while 
airborne was not aircraft but ground fire. 
 
Of the pilots interrogated 72 were shot down by ground fire and only eight by aircraft. 
 
Here are some examples: 
 
… [context lost between pages] 
 
…Sea of Japan, having 82 aircraft on board, lost 50 aircraft in five months (from 1 June 
to 1 November 1951), 15 from landing accidents and 35 from ground fire (statement of 
Junior Lieutenant Terry [Clyde]). 
 
The 136th Air Wing (F-84 aircraft) lost 48 aircraft in the six months from June to 
December 1951. The losses by month are distributed as follows: 
 
 June July August December 
from ground 
fire 

8 4 4 1 

from aircraft - - - 1 
 
They lost 35 aircraft in September, October, and November, but in view of the fact that 
captured Lieutenant ROBERT [KAMEN] (shot down on 5 December) these months was 
on assignment, he does not know the causes. 
 



The 40th Air Wing (F-84 aircraft) lost 30 aircraft from 28 April to 17 September from 
anti-aircraft artillery and not one from fighter aircraft. 
 
The 4th Fighter Wing (F-86 aircraft) lost eight aircraft between March to June 1951 from 
KNA aircraft countermeasures. 
 
The above facts indicate that the main losses of American aircraft to F-51, F-80, F-84, 
and naval aircraft are from ground-based air defense fire. This occurs because that the 
aircraft of these types operate as ground attack aircraft at low altitude but the aircraft of 
the KNA and Chinese volunteers have such high flight ceilings that, in the words of the 
prisoners, they present almost no danger for them. 
 
The F-86 "Sabre" and B-[3]6 suffer small losses [Translator's note: some text lost 
between pages]…this is explained by their high flight ceiling in the zone of 
inaccessibility to anti-aircraft artillery but in the zone of operations of the aircraft of the 
KNA and Chinese volunteers. 
 
CONCLUSION: 1. The maximum proximity of landing strips and airfields for jet aircraft 
to the front line provides them with an opportunity to stay in the air for a longer time. 
They have used not only prepared airfields for this purpose but even straight stretches of 
paved roads during an offensive by ground forces. 
 
2. Having studied the tactical means of waging aerial combat with MIG-15 fighters and 
their technical characteristics (operation at high altitude) American aircraft, especially F-
80 and F-84 jet fighters performing missions as ground attack aircraft have begun to 
operate at altitudes of 800-600 [SIC] meters. Thus it is possible to observe MIG-15s 
flying in the air at high altitude and F-80's and F-84's simultaneously operating at 
medium and low altitude against ground targets. 
 
3. The effectiveness of ground-based air defense fire against all types of aircraft, 
especially when the enemy Air Force is operating at medium and low altitudes, is 
confirmed by the experience of organizing combat against American aircraft in Korea. 
 
4. The use of MZA [light anti-aircraft artillery] and large-caliber machineguns with a 
high rate of fire have shown the greatest effectiveness in combating low-flying jet and 
ground attack aircraft. 
 
Medium-caliber (85 mm) anti-aircraft guns have proven themselves for shooting down 
aircraft flying at medium altitude (5,000-7,000 meters). 
 
76 mm caliber anti-aircraft artillery have not shown themselves to be of value. 
 

MAIN MILITARY ADVISER TO THE KNA 
GENERAL-LIEUTENANT 

 
      [signature]  (RAZUVAYEV) 



 
11 January 1951 
 
[An illegible list of names 
to whom this analysis is  
to be passed follows, 
with a date of 10 February] 
 
 
 

* * * 
 
DOCUMENT NO. 39 
 
 
[4 May 51] 
 
[Translator's note: some words are assumed or unavailable due to the poor quality of the 
reproduction] 
 
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS ON THE CONDITION OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE'S 
ARMY 
 
1. Based on the level of training, weapons, and the state of discipline the KNA troops are 
fully fit for combat and can [perform] missions in all types of battles. 
 
2. The organizational structure of the army developed by taking the experience of war 
into account meets all the requirements imposed [on the troops] at this stage. The Korean 
army has a sufficient number of trained officers. Officers, especially at the platoon-to-
regiment level, have received the necessary training and have acquired practical skills in 
commanding subunits. 
 
3. Staffs at all levels are completely fit for combat in their manning level but the 
insufficient level of the theoretical training of staff officers and the lack of the necessary 
experience in practical work is negatively reflected in command and control of troops in 
battle and in the organization of combat training. 
 
4. Units and formations of all troops arms have obtained great combat experience and are 
introducing it into the training of newly-formed units. The personnel of infantry units 
have learned to fight enemy aircraft using small-arms. The fear of aircraft has been 
reduced to a considerable degree. In the experience of defensive and retreating battles and 
the operations of partisan detachments they have learned to fight when surrounded and to 
boldly go into the enemy rear. 
 



5. KNA artillery can successfully handle tasks entrusted to it in all types of battle. The 
low amount of equipment, control instruments, and tractors sharply reduces the combat 
effectiveness of the artillery and troops on the whole. 
 
6. Tank troops have been trained in actions in all types of battle and can perform combat 
missions, but the lack of spare parts, instruments, and assemblies negatively affects the 
combat readiness of the armored and mechanized forces. 
 
7. In their organizational structure, level of training, and manning the signal troops can 
support the command and control of troops in all types of battle. The great shortage of 
communications equipment reduces their combat effectiveness. 
 
8. The engineer troops have been trained to perform combat missions and can support the 
operations of other troop arms in all types of battle. 
 
9. Rear units and institutions have gained good experience and can perform any mission 
to support the troops with all types of rations in the complex conditions of a combat 
situation. The lack of the necessary stocks of materiel hampers the work of the rear and 
negatively affects the combat activity and training of the troops. 
 
10. The advisory staff has done and is doing much work to give appropriate assistance to 
the Korean command in questions of planning and training troops, organizing coastal 
defense, and providing the troops with all types of rations. 
 
The overwhelming majority of advisers working in the armies and central directorates 
have practical experience in service work [at the regimental level]. Not having the 
necessary experience in large formations the advisers cannot always [measure up] when 
solving the tasks with which they are faced. 
 
The replacement of the advisory staff which has begun is proceeding [one word illegible, 
possibly "calmly"], especially in army headquarters. Three senior combined-arms 
advisers are needed in an army. 
 
11. Continue the combat training of troops not directly participating in battle in order to 
further increase the cohesion and combat readiness of the troops. Devote special attention 
to the training of staffs at all levels. Base combat training on the teaching the operations 
of troop arms in mountains taking into account the experience of the war. 
 
12. Continue to remove shortcomings in the organization of command and control of 
troops and strengthen military discipline. 
 
 ATTACHMENT: Information about the combat and numerical strength of KNA 
forces (2 books) 
 
 

MAIN MILITARY ADVISER 



GENERAL-LIEUTENANT 
 
 
[4] May 1951   [signature]      (RAZUVAYEV) 
 
[Handwritten:] 
2 copies made: 
Copy Nº 1 - to the addressee 
Copy Nº 2 - to file 
Drafted by Kolyakhin 
Typed by Gulyaeva 
N/R Nº 60 
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DOCUMENT NO. 40 
 
 
USSR MFA 
10th Department 
 

Incoming Nº 9818 
 
   Received at 0245 6 May 1951 
   Dispatched at 0615 6 May 1951 
 

Special Nº 662-665 
 

CABLE 
 
to [BEIJING], to the SOVIET AMBASSADOR    Copy Nº 1 

        PRIORITY 
SPECIAL 

 
to Cde. MAO ZEDONG or ZHOU ENLAI 
 
We have worked out our reply to the US government in response to its draft peace treaty 
with Japan and have decided to deliver it to the US ambassador on Tuesday morning, 8 
May. We are sending you the substance of our reply on the morning of 6 May with a 
request to send your comments no later than the evening of 7 May. 
 
The content of our reply comes down to the following: 
 



1. We criticize the separate way of preparing a draft treaty and demand that the 
preparation of the treaty be done jointly by the governments of China, the USSR, the US, 
and Britain, and involving the other interested countries. 
 
2. We demand that the treaty draft note China's undoubted right to Taiwan and the 
Pescadore Islands. 
 
3. We consider the transfer of the Japanese Ryukyu Islands and others to US control to be 
incorrect. 
 
4. We insist on a limitation on the size of the Japanese armed forces based on the 
example of what was done in the peace treaty with Italy. 
 
5. Our reply ends this way: 
 
"Unalterably insisting on the fastest possible conclusion of a peace treaty with Japan, the 
Soviet Government thinks that the peace treaty ought to be worked out on the basis of the 
international agreements which were concluded between the powers during the Second 
World War and that preparation of the draft treaty should be done jointly by the 
governments of the US, the People's Republic of China, the USSR, and Great Britain, 
involving all member countries of the Far East Commission in this matter. 
 
Accordingly the Soviet Government proposes: 
 
First. Convene a meeting of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs composed of 
representatives of the US, China, Great Britain, and the USSR in July and August 1951 in 
order to begin preparation of a peace treaty with Japan, intending to involve 
representatives of all the countries which participated in the war with Japan with their 
armed forces in the preparatory work to draft a peace treaty with Japan in order that the 
draft peace treaty be submitted for the consideration of a Peace Conference. 
 
Second. Pursue the development of a peace treaty with Japan on the basis of the Cairo 
Declaration, the Potsdam Declaration, and the Yalta Agreement, guided by the following 
primary objectives: 
 
a) Japan should become a peaceloving, democratic, independent country; 
 
b) the population of Japan should be afforded democratic rights and the existence of such 
organizations should not be allowed whose goal is the deprivation of the people's 
democratic rights, whether political, military, or paramilitary, as was provided in the 
peace treaty with Italy; 
 
c) as a guarantee against the revival of Japanese militarism restrictions on the size of the 
Japanese armed forces should be established in the treaty so that they do not exceed the 
needs of self-defense, as was provided in the peace treaty with Italy; 
 



d) no restrictions are imposed on Japan in the matter of the development of its civilian 
economy; 
 
e) all restrictions with respect to Japanese trade with other countries will be removed. 
 
Third. Provide in the treaty that Japan will not join any coalition directed against any 
country which participated with its armed forces in the war against militarist Japan. 
 
Fourth. The treaty should also specify that all occupation troops are to be withdrawn from 
Japanese territory no more than one year after the conclusion of the peace treaty with 
Japan and that no country should have troops or military bases in Japan. 
 
Fifth. Agree that the countries which sign the peace treaty with Japan support Japan's 
admission to the United Nations. 
 
6 May 1951    FILIPPOV [STALIN] 
 
Telegraph when this is done. 
 
     BOGOMOLOV 
 
Seven copies sent. am 
6 May 51 
 
    Authenticated: [illegible signature] 
 
Copies:  1 - Cde. STALIN 
  2 - Cde. MOLOTOV 
  3-  Cde. MALENKOV 
  4 - Cde. BULGANIN 
  5 - Cde. VYSHINSKY 
  6 - 10th Department 
  7 - Copy   Cde. Zorin has seen this  
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DOCUMENT NO. 41 
 
[Stamp:] 
USSR MFA 
Secretariat of Cde. Zorin 
SECRET 
Incoming Nº 6520 



31 May 1951 
 
USSR Embassy in the DPRK 
 

Secret 
Copy Nº 1 

11 May 1951 
Nº 93 

 
USSR MFA 

to Deputy USSR Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Cde. V. A. ZORIN 

 
[Stamp: 

USSR MFA 
1st Far East Department 

17164 
Incoming Nº 1352s] 

 
I am sending the following materials to you as an attachment: 
 
1. A memo on the DPRK Government's economic measures in the first quarter of 1951. 
 
2. The most important government decrees on economic issues. 
 
3. Materials of a meeting of DPRK Ministry of Industry enterprise managers. 
 
4. Letters and a list of commodities supplied for the DPRK by countries of popular 
democracy and the People's Republic of China. 
 
5. Materials for the promotion to the next rank of mining director 2nd rank Cde. S. N. 
[Jojua], who is working as an adviser in the DPRK Ministry of Industry. 
 
ATTACHMENT: as above, 164 pages. 
 
USSR AMBASSADOR TO THE DPRK    (V. RAZUVAYEV) 
 
One copy, to the addressee 
to file, gb. 
 
[Handwritten comments across the page: "for annotation and conclusions" and officials' 
names with dates; "to Cde. Khalin"] 
 
 

Attachment to Incoming Nº 1352s 
 



ECONOMIC MEASURES OF THE DPRK GOVERNMENT IN THE 1ST QUARTER 
OF 1951 

(Memorandum) 
 

Government Decrees 
 
 
After the liberation of the temporarily occupied territory of the northern part of the 
country in the first quarter of 1951, with the aid of Soviet specialists the DPRK 
Government developed and carried out top-priority measures in the area of restoring the 
economy, which suffered extraordinarily as a result of the American aggression. By the 
end of 1950, industrial production had completely halted in November and December. 
 
Government decrees and measures set as their goal the restoration of industrial 
production in the shortest possible time in the conditions of the military situation at 
surviving and partially destroyed enterprises which are needed for the front and the 
population and the organization of the extraction of ore and concentrate of non-ferrous 
metals, the first priority being lead, a strategically important metal. 
 
These decrees also provided for carrying out necessary measures in the area of 
agriculture, finance, and commerce, and giving urgent assistance to the population which 
has suffered as a result of the American intervention. 
 
Primary attention was concentrated on top-priority restoration of such economic sectors 
as energy, rail transport, ore mining, and agriculture in order to solve these problems. 
 
Destroyed machinebuilding, metallurgical, and other enterprises have been adapted for 
producing possible military production, agricultural equipment, and consumer goods. The 
organization of the production of various construction material on a considerable scale 
was envisaged. 
 
The following basic government decrees in the area of the economy have been developed 
and adopted in the year to date: 
 
A 12 January 1951 DPRK Cabinet of Ministers decree, "Top-Priority Measures in the 
Area of Restoring the DPRK Economy and Culture". 
 
A 25 January 1951 DPRK Cabinet of Ministers decree, "A Plan to Restore and Develop 
the Economy in the First Quarter of 1951". 
 
The planned target for the first quarter of 1951 concerning the production of gross output 
was set at 1,686,000,000 won, which was only 20% of the level of the first quarter of 
1950. In the first quarter of 1951 Korean industry did not produce such important types of 
previously manufactured products as coke, pig iron, steel, rolled metal products, copper, 
zinc, lead, ferroalloys, transformers, electric motors, chemical fertilizers, carbide, and 
starch. 



 
With these measures the Ministry and provincial People's Committees committed 
themselves: to make an accounting of the damage inflicted on the economy and to make a 
list of the economic and cultural facilities to be restored first; to provide the enterprises 
being restored with managerial personnel, specialists, and skilled workers, and to 
organize the training of personnel; to develop a plan to manufacture military production 
at those state, cooperative, and private enterprises which had previously produced 
military production and at those enterprises which might be adapted to this without great 
expense; to restore enterprises producing consumer goods to satisfy the needs of the 
population and to organize such production in individual shops and workshops at large 
enterprises that have been destroyed; 
 
To widely expand new production to support repair work with construction materials and 
to organize the collection at destroyed enterprises of construction materials capable of 
being put to use;  
 
To repair public health, cultural, and public institutions, and municipal enterprises 
destroyed as a result of military operations, and to pay special attention to supplying the 
population with consumer goods and food.  
 
A 25 January 1951 DPRK Cabinet of Ministers decree, "Measures to Help the Population 
Which Has Suffered During the War". The goal of this decree, which has great political 
significance, was to give immediate aid to the population of cities and villages which 
were left without shelter and property as a result of the barbaric bombing and mass 
looting by the American interventionists. The decree provides for the free issue of wood 
to peasants for the construction of houses, the granting of credits for the construction of 
housing, the supply of food to the population which was left without means of sustenance, 
the organization of free medical care, clothing aid, the temporary halt to the imposition of 
certain taxes, etc. 
 
A 16 February 1951 DPRK Cabinet of Ministers decree, "Repair Work Concerning the 
DPRK Power Network". 
 
Repair work in the economy required firstly a constant supply of electric power to 
transportation, industry, municipal services, and agriculture. The necessary financing, 
labor force, material, and vehicular transport were allocated for the rapid restoration of 
the structures and transmission lines of the power system destroyed during military 
operations and bombing and courses were created to train personnel. 
 
The successful realization of this decree allowed electric power to be given to industrial 
areas in a short period to restore production, to agricultural regions for irrigation 
structures, and also to cities and villages for municipal needs. 
 
The 22 February 1951 DPRK Cabinet of Ministers decree, "Improvement of the 
Operation of Railroads During the War". 
 



During the entire period of military operations rail transportation has operated and is 
operating in the difficult conditions of constant bombing and the destruction of bridges, 
railroad stations, and stretches, and operations are mainly performed at night. Korean 
railroad workers have shown courage and heroism in the matter of supplying the front 
with the necessary military shipments. 
 
The new situation which was created at the beginning of 1951 required a considerable 
improvement in the operation of the railroads. The subsequent successful fight against the 
American troops at the front required an increase in rail shipments at the same time as rail 
transport was faced with the task of providing shipments for the national economy for the 
industrial and agricultural production that was being restored. 
 
This decree outlined steps to eliminate many shortcomings in the operation of rail 
transportation. An improvement in the matter of repairing locomotives and rail cars, 
communications equipment, and signal systems; regular maintenance of tracks; an 
increase in the quality of the repair work on bridges and tracks; and the use of 
mechanization to increase the tempo of repair work on bridges, tunnels, and stations were 
immediate tasks. The decree also envisioned giving the necessary assistance to railroad 
workers to perform the tasks facing them. 
 
With the participation of Soviet specialists during February and March the DPRK 
government developed and energetically carried out broad measures to restore the mining 
of non-ferrous and rare metal ore and first of all to collect scrap lead, ship lead 
concentrate (prewar production), and extract lead ore. 
 
The following four government decrees were adopted about this issue during this period: 
 
- "The Extension of Work to Extract Non-Ferrous, Rare Metal, and Other Products of the 
Mining Industry", 16 February 1951 
 
- "Measures to Develop the Extraction of Lead and the Production of Lead-Containing 
Materials and Their Shipment", 28 February 1951. 
 
- "The Progress of the Performance of the Tasks of Collecting and Shipping Scrap Lead 
and Lead Concentrate", 22 March 1951. 
 
- "Measures for the Plan to Restore Lead Industry Enterprises and to Determine a 
Production Plan for 1951", 28 March 1951. 
 
The important task of collecting and shipping scrap lead and lead concentrate was carried 
out successfully as a result of daily monitoring organized by the government and the 
mobilization of industry and transport workers carried out locally by the Workers Party. 
 
The following quantities of scrap lead and lead concentrate were shipped to railroad 
stations from factories and mines and sent to the [Soviet] Union in a short period, by 20 
April 1951: 



 
 - scrap lead: 8,210 tons, or 113% of plan; 
 - lead concentrate: 7,936 tons, or 152% of plan. 
 
To date a number of mines have been put into operation, and new extraction of lead and 
other non-ferrous ore and their enrichment at restored concentrating mills has begun. 
 
The 22 March 1951 decree of the DPRK Cabinet of Ministers, "Increasing the Production 
of Consumer Goods and Increasing Commodity Circulation". 
 
The decree notes the unsatisfactory work of ministries, system of cooperatives, and 
provincial People's Committees in the area of restoring the production of consumer goods 
and food for them to supply the workers and for the development of commodity 
circulation between the city and countryside. 
 
This decree directed special attention to the matter of improving the living conditions of 
the popular masses. Industry and commerce were faced with meeting the essential needs 
of the workers, peasants, office workers, and the entire population of the republic in food 
and consumer goods as one of the most important tasks. 
 
The production plan of consumer goods and food for 1951 was approved in the amount 
of 6,145,000,000 won. This task was distributed to the Ministries of Industry, Commerce, 
Internal Affairs, Cooperatives, and Local Industry of Provincial People's Committees. 
 
The 30 March 1951 decree of the DPRK Cabinet of Ministers, "A Plan to Restore and 
Develop the Economy and Culture of the DPRK in 1951". 
 
In the decree concerning the economic plan for 1951 the Cabinet of Ministers notes that 
the successful accomplishment of the task of restoring and developing the economy and 
culture of the DPRK has great military, political, and economic importance for the entire 
Korean people. 
 
The primary tasks of the economic plan for 1951 are: 
 
1. The further mobilization of the efforts of the Korean people and the material resources 
of the republic for the final defeat of the American interventionists and South Korean 
traitors. 
 
2. The restoration in a short period of the industrial production of military and ore mining 
output and commodities for the population and ensuring that all agricultural work is 
successfully carried out. 
 
The following primary targets of the 1951 economic plan were approved: 
 
- Gross output of state and cooperative industry - 15,670,000,000 won. 
 



 - Gross grain harvest - 2,907,000 tons. 
 
 - Rail shipments - 4,500,000 tons. 
 
 - Commodity circulation of state trade and cooperatives - 10,725,000,000 won. 
 
 - The number of manual laborers and office workers in the primary economic 
sectors - 275,000. 
 
 - The total wage fund - 3,644,000,000 won. 
 
The 30 March 1951 decree of the DPRK Cabinet of Ministers, "The Progress of 
Preparations for the 1951 Planting". 
 
The decree notes that supplying the country with food is the most important task at this 
stage, for which it is necessary to carry out all agricultural work successfully. 
 
However, substantial shortcomings are being observed in the course of preparing for and 
carrying out the planting campaign. 
 
Available neglected land is being poorly used for planting and local fertilizer is being 
poorly used to cover a shortage of chemical fertilizer, and the chemical fertilizer available 
in small quantities designated for rice seedlings are not being shipped to the designated 
locations. The seed exchange among peasants is poorly organized, the repair of 
agricultural implements is going unsatisfactorily, and the planting of early crops, 
especially summer barley, is going slowly. In a number of locations the necessary 
measures are not being taken to clean canals and collect water in naturally irrigated fields. 
 
A number of measures have been outlined in order to eliminate the shortcomings and 
ensure successful spring field work. 
 
The Ministries of National Defense and Internal Affairs have been charged with the 
responsibility of planting on land abandoned along the front and in coastal regions as a 
result of the departure of the population, using the personnel of military units stationed in 
the region. 
 
The corresponding ministries and provincial People's Committees are held responsible 
for transporting the available chemical fertilizer in a short period and finishing the 
shipment of local fertilizer to the fields. 
 
The disorderly mobilization of draft animals from the peasantry by individual military 
units has been prohibited and a procedure has been established which provides for no 
more than two single mobilizations of draft animals a month, which are to be used within 
40 km. 
 



In order to help the peasants with the spring planting it was decided to declare an aid 
week and send the urban population, workers of political parties and public organizations, 
manual laborers and office workers, teachers, students, and military logistics units to the 
villages to directly participate in field work. 
 
The decree obligates the managers of enterprises, organizations, and institutions to 
improve the material living conditions of manual laborers and office workers and to 
broadly use subsidiary plots (field cultivation and livestock management) by obtaining 
vacant neglected land. 
 
THE OPERATION OF DPRK INDUSTRY IN THE 1ST QUARTER OF 1951 
 
The condition of industry at the start of 1951 was described in the previously submitted 
report for 1950. 
 
The main issues which were decided by the Ministry of Industry in the 1st quarter of 1951 
were: 
 
a) the realization of government decrees about the restoration of ore mining, chiefly the 
lead mining industry. 
 
b) the organization of the transport of lead, lead-containing materials, and other output of 
the ore mining industry. 
 
c) the organization of the production of agricultural equipment and consumer goods and 
an increase in the production for the front. 
 
d) repair work concerning power facilities. 
 
e) the staffing of enterprises with personnel and the organization of their training. 
 
The gross output of production for the Ministry of Industry in the 1st quarter of 1951 was: 
 
Planned   788,400,000 won 
Actual   541,600,000 won 
Percentage   68.7 
 
Including production by month: 
 
January    115,400,000 won 
February   168,500,000 won 
March    257,600,000 won 
 
The level of production of the 1st quarter of 1951 was 200% of the 4th quarter 1950 
production, but only 10% of the actual prewar production for the 1st quarter of 1950. 
 



The gross output of production by industrial sector was: 
 
(in millions of won) 
 
 Plan for the 1st 

quarter of 1951 
Actual % of plan 

Electrical power 59.0 40.7 69.1 
Coal 49.9 22.1 44.2 
Ore mining 8.03 10.2 126.7 
Lead 0.4 1.16 292.3 
Metallurgical 36.9 22.2 60.1 
Machinebuilding 40.2 45.5 113.4 
Chemical 54.1 24.7 45.6 
Construction 
materials 

5.9 6.1 102.9 

Light 85.1 62.9 93.9 
Machine repair 43.6 48.0 110.0 
Special industries 405.0 257.8 63.7 
Translator's note: the percentage for Light should be 73.9, not 93.9 
 
The fulfillment of the first quarter plan for the ore mining industry in physical terms is 
expressed by the following figures: 
 
 Plan Actual % 
Lead    (converted to metal) 55 tons 138 tons 252.0
Gold     (      "        "   "      ) 3 kg 4.647 155.0
Silver   (      "        "   "      ) 6.1kg 5.629 92.5
Copper (      "         "   "      ) 13.5 tons 14.0 104.0
Tungsten concentrate 20 tons 21.1 111.9
Molybdenum concentrate       - 1.3     - 
 
The Ministry of Industry fulfilled the plan for shipping lead and lead-bearing materials 
for 1950 ahead of time and above target. 
 
As of 20 April [the following] had been shipped: 
 
Concentrate and lump ore  7,936 tons; per plan - 5,215 - 152% 
Primary lead          554 tons; per plan -    285 - 195% 
Secondary lead      7,636 tons; per plan - 7,000 - 109% 
 
The repair work which was done in the last four months of 1951 was primarily in the ore 
mining industry. 
 
[The following] were repaired during this period: [Kesen] - concentrating mill and a 20 
m3 compressor; water was pumped out and the extraction of ore started; at the [Hapun] 



lead mine - a concentrating mill; the pumping out of water was finished and the 
extraction of ore started; 
 
at the [Songchen] lead mine - a concentrating mill was installed, a compressor repaired 
and installed, and the extraction of ore begun; 
 
at the [Komdok] lead mine - the repair of the concentrating mills is going on, the 
installation of three mills has been concluded, compressors have been repaired, and the 
pumping out of water has been concluded; 
 
at the [Holton] gold mine - three compressors and the first stage of a concentrating mill 
have been repaired, the pumping out of water has been concluded, and the extraction of 
ore begun; 
 
at the [Sonhyn] gold mine - a works of two mills and three compressors has been repaired, 
water has been pumped out to a depth of 165 meters, and the extraction of ore begun; 
 
at the [Huchan] copper and gold mine - one section of the concentrating mill has been 
repaired, the pumping out of water has been concluded, and the extraction of ore begun; 
 
at the [Suan] copper and gold mine - a destroyed mill has been repaired, the pumping out 
of water has been concluded, and the extraction of ore begun; 
 
at the [Geyudon] gold mine - a concentrating mill has been installed, the pumping out of 
water has been concluded in shaft Nº 1, and the pumping out of water continues in shaft 
Nº 2; 
 
at the [Koksan] tungsten mine - the concentrating mill is being repaired, the pumping out 
of water has been concluded, and the extraction of ore begun. 
 
Repair work at enterprises of the ore extraction industry is being done in timeframes 
established by a Cabinet of Ministers decree. 
 
[The following] have been restored in other industrial sectors: 
 
In light industry: the butter production plan in Sinuiju to 30% of prewar capacity; in 
Nampo to 10% of prewar capacity; [Heryon] paper mills to 100% and in [Kilchu] to 10% 
of prewar capacity; the silk mills in Pyongyang, Nampo, [Pakchen], [Yongbyon], 
[Anzyu], [Sopenyan]; the rubber plant in Pyongyang; and the cotton wool production 
factories in Pyongyang and Nampo have been partially repaired. 
 
In the chemical industry: the plant in [Kiyan] for the production of caustic soda and 
chlorous acid has been repaired and a carbide plan is being installed in [Chensu]. 
 



In the machinebuilding industry: the central machinebuilding plant (Pyongyang) has been 
moved underground and begun operation. Work at military plant Nº 65 has been partially 
restored. 
 

Conclusions: 
 
1. The Government Decrees in the area of the DPRK economy adopted during the 1st 
quarter of 1951 directed and organized ministries and workers in the rear to the matter of 
restoring industrial production in the country and a successful spring planting in wartime 
conditions. 
 
2. Although the level of industrial production achieved in the 1st quarter of 1951 is still 
low, one-tenth the prewar level, the state of affairs in industry is characterized by a 
continued month by month growth trend in the volume of industrial production. 
 
Managers and workers of industrial enterprises, who are gaining experience and 
toughness in struggling to fulfill production plans and to overcome difficulties, are 
energetically undertaking creative production work and the restoration of mines and 
factories, thereby making their contribution to the general cause of achieving victory over 
the American interventionists. 
 
3. At the present time the recovery of DPRK industry dovetails with the military situation 
in the country and the needs of the state and the population. Accordingly the energy 
sector, the ore mining industry, and enterprises less vulnerable to American aircraft are 
being restored, and small and medium-sized light industrial enterprises whose production 
is extremely necessary to satisfy the needs of the population are being restored. 
 
Enterprises that produce construction materials which are very much needed to build a 
ruined Korea are being restored. 
 
Small-scale production is being organized at other destroyed industrial enterprises 
(without large capital investment) to manufacture military production, agricultural 
equipment, and consumer goods. 
 
The repair of large enterprises of the metallurgical, chemical, and other industrial sectors 
is not being done in view of a real danger of their again being destroyed from the air. 
However preparatory work is being done at these enterprises: technical designs are being 
drawn up, equipment is being repaired, and individual parts and spare parts are being 
manufactured so that work can be done in the shortest time when they are repaired. 
 
4. It ought to be pointed out that a number of measures specified in Government decrees 
on economic issues are still being poorly put into effect because of inadequate monitoring 
of the performance of government decrees and existing shortcomings in the work of 
ministries. 
 



As noted above, there are a number of shortcomings during the performance of measures 
outlined to ensure the spring planting. 
 
The decision about top priority material and technical supply of the ore mining industry 
and the top priority supply of mine workers is being implemented unsatisfactorily. 
Planning bodies have not provided the allocation of the necessary commodity funds and 
the Ministry of Industry has still not organized a distribution network at the enterprises. 
 
The Ministry of Communications has not organized normal communications with lead 
mines and other enterprises. The Ministry of Health has not organized health services at 
industrial enterprises. 
 
Industrial enterprises and especially underground work at mines are insufficiently 
supplied with a workforce. Neither the Ministry of Industry nor provincial People's 
Committees have taken all the necessary steps to solve this problem. Industrial 
enterprises and mines feel the shortage of motor vehicles. 
 
5. The elimination of these and other shortcomings in the work of the ministries; the 
continued, steady rise of the level of industrial production in the country; support of the 
outlined spring planting plan; the development of commodity circulation to meet the 
needs of the population - all these are the immediate, next tasks in the area of the DPRK 
economy. 
 
Counsellor of the USSR Embassy in the DPRK 
 
   [signature]  (Pelishenko) 
 
2 copies - la 
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DOCUMENT NO. 42 
 
COPY OF AN OUTGOING TELEGRAM 
 

Copy Nº 1 
 

CABLE Nº 3115 
 
[BEIJING] - to KRASOVSKY 
for Cde. MAO ZEDONG 
 
The air battles on the border between Manchuria and North Korea have finally convinced 
us that MIG-15 jet fighters with good pilots are fully capable of dealing with the best 
American and British jet fighters and especially with bombers. As regards the MIG-9 



fighters they are inferior to the best Anglo-American jet fighters but completely suited for 
battles with bombers and not fully modern fighters and very convenient for the mass 
instruction of pilots on jet equipment. 
 
You have 10 fighter divisions received from the Soviet Union at the present time, of 
which six are MIG-9 and four MIG-15. It is necessary to replace the MIG-9 fighters with 
MIG-15's in order for Chinese fighter aircraft to be fully effective in combat. Three 
hundred and seventy-two MIG-15's will need to be shipped to you from the USSR for 
this. We could not do this until recently in view of a shortage of aircraft but now we have 
the ability to do this. We are thinking of sending these 372 MIG-15 aircraft at no cost, 
with payment through military credit channels of only of the cost of shipment from the 
USSR to China. As regards the MIG-9 aircraft you have, they can remain at your disposal 
for the mass instruction of pilots on jet equipment and for battles against bombers and 
less modern fighters. Your pilots who are already flying MIG-9's will very easily learn to 
master MIG-15 aircraft: it takes no more than 10 days to do this for us in the USSR. 
 
We have adopted the following plan to ship 372 aircraft to China: the first consignment 
of 72 aircraft will be delivered to you no later than 20 June and the remaining 
consignments will come in succeeding stages so that you will have all 372 aircraft by the 
beginning of August. 
 
If you have no comments we will consider the plan [I] have described to have been 
accepted. 
 
Greetings. 
 
FILIPPOV 
 
22 May 1951     [Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 

to the IV Unit of the OS [Special Department]]  
VKP(b) CC Incoming Nº 404/1713/shs 23 May 1951] 

 
One copy made for Cde. STALIN 
Printed by Leshevich 0730 23 May 
Nº 490     Authenticated: Major [illegible signature] (Sukharev) 
 
 

* * * 
 
DOCUMENT NO. 43 
 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 20080 



 
Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin    
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin  
 
from [BEIJING] received 0015 26 May 1951 
 

Copy Nº 2 
 

VERY URGENT T[ELEGRAM] 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 411/1748/shs 26 May 1951] 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
I have received your telegram of 22 May 1951. I fully agree with your opinion about 
reequipping six MIG-9 fighter divisions with 372 MIG-15 aircraft which you will supply 
to us at no cost, and also agree with your plan to ship these aircraft to China with 
payment of the cost for their shipment. 
 
I am very grateful to you for your concern for the cause of building the Chinese Air Force. 
 
Greetings! 
 

MAO ZEDONG 
 

Nº 2586 
25 May 1951 
 
Deciphered by Chikarev 
0030 26 May  
Printed by Leshevich 
0045 26 May 
Nº 515 
_____________________________ 
Four copies printed. Copies Nº 3-4 filed 
 
Verified: DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT 
   COLONEL [signature] (Podosinoviko[v]) 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 44 
 
COPY OF AN OUTGOING TELEGRAM 



 
CABLE 3220 

 
[BEIJING] TO KRASOVSKY 
 
 for MAO ZEDONG 
 
Thank you very much for your gratitude, Cde. Mao Zedong. 
 
However, the main thing here is not the gratitude, which we value, but that we Russians 
made a error in thinking that Mig-9 fighters could compete with the best Anglo-American 
jet fighters. Now, this is completely clear after the air battles in North Korea. The 
significant of this error is that it could cause damage to the air defense of China if this 
error were not corrected. Since the responsibility for this error rest entirely with we 
Russians, we considered it our duty to eliminate this error by replacing Mig-9 fighters 
with Mig-15 fighters at our expense, that is, free of charge to China. We could not act 
otherwise by setting as our goal the strengthening of the defense of our ally, China.  
 
As regards the Mig-9 fighters you have we by right could take them to the USSR, but 
since you need them much more than we do, we have decided to leave them at your 
disposal. Let this be our response to the service which you have done us by buying 
natural rubber for us. 
 
Greetings. 
 
         FILIPPOV 
 
26 May 1951 
Nº 279/sh 
 
One copy printed - to Cde. Stalin  
Printed by Shcherbakova at 2320 26 May 
Nº 910 
 
[seal of the 8th Department,2nd Main Directorate of the General Staff 
 
   Authenticated [signature] (Laptev) 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 17641/shs 27 May 1951] 
 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 45 



 
 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 20147 
 
Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin   Nº 7 to Cde. Kaganovich 
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin   Nº 8 to Cde. Bulganin 
 Nº 3 to Cde. Molotov  Nº 9 to Cde. Khrushchev 
 Nº 4 to Cde. Malenkov 
 Nº 5 to Cde. Beria 
 Nº 6 to Cde. Mikoyan 
 
from [BEIJING] received 2000 27 May 1951 
 

VERY URGENT 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 1772/shs 28 May 1951] 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
I am sending you the text of my 16 May 1951 telegram to Cde. PENG DEHUAI. Please 
familiarize yourself with it: 
 
"Cde. PENG DEHUAI! 
 
All previous operations have shown that it was difficult for our troops to carry out the 
mission of destroying enemy troops when conducting large-scale strategic and tactical 
operations to outflank and encircle several divisions or one division and even one regular 
regiment of American troops because American troops have increasingly high morale and 
self-confidence at the present time. 
 
It is not necessary to try to surround and destroy large enemy forces in each operation in 
order to cut them down to size and achieve their complete encirclement and destruction. 
It is necessary that each corps destroy one or at most two American, British, or Turkish 
battalions in a single operation to achieve this. This will be sufficient. 
 
At the present time we have eight corps on the front line. If each corps destroys one 
battalion each then the enemy will lose a total of eight regular battalions. The enemy will 
thereby be dealt a serious blow. If each corps can destroy two enemy battalions in each 
operation then the enemy will lose a total of 16 battalions of regular troops. The enemy 
will thereby be dealt a more serious blow. If each corps cannot destroy two enemy 
battalions each then it is necessary to require each corps to destroy one enemy battalion. 



 
It is evident from this that tactics of waging war against Anglo-American troops and the 
puppet troops should not be the same. One can conduct operations of strategic or tactical 
importance to encircle a large number of enemy troops in fighting the puppet troops. 
 
As regards fighting the Anglo-American troops it is not necessary to conduct large 
encirclements for a number of months but [rather] it is necessary to limit ourselves to 
small encirclements of tactical importance and set the complete destruction of a single 
battalion or somewhat more than an enemy battalion as each corps' goal in each operation. 
Thus, four battalions of regular troops in each Anglo-American division will be 
completely destroyed during three or four operations, which will unavoidably lead to a 
lowering of morale and will shake the enemy's self-confidence. Then it will be possible to 
set the destruction of one, two, or even three enemy divisions as our goal in each 
operation. 
 
The new 1st Army, new 6th Army, 5th Army, and 18th Army of Chiang Kai-shek and also 
the 7th Army of the Guangxi group were defeated in exactly the same way by switching 
from defeating a small number to the mass destruction of enemy troops. 
 
The first phase of the tactic of destroying small enemy forces in the course of the five 
operations conducted by our troops after entering Korea is already complete; however 
this is not sufficient. Several more operations are needed in order to completely finish the 
phase of the tactic of destroying small enemy forces and moving to the tactic of mass 
destruction of the enemy. 
 
As regards the place where operations are to be conducted it is best to conduct them the 
farther north the better only if the enemy is bold enough to advance; however it is not 
necessary to allow the enemy north of the Pyongyang-Genzan [Wonsan] line. 
 
Please study these positions and report your point of view". 
 
with Bolshevik greetings, 
 
MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 2627 
27 May 51 
 
11 copies sent. Copies 10 and 11 [were sent to] the 8th Department 
Deciphered by Fedyaev at 2130 27 May 
Printed by Cheredinkina at 2225 27 May 
Nº 895 
 
  Verified by: Section Chief [illegible signature] 
 
 



* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 46 
 
COPY OF AN OUTGOING TELEGRAM 

 
Copy Nº 1 

 
CABLE Nº 3272 

 
[Stamp at the bottom of the  
first page: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV unit, OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 424/1800/shs 30 May 1951] 
 

[BEIJING] 
to KRASOVSKY for Cde. MAO ZEDONG 

 
I have familiarized myself with your telegram addressed to PENG DEHUAI about the 
tactics of waging war against the Anglo-American forces. 
 
The plan described in the telegram seems risky to me. Such a plan might be carried out 
with success only once or twice. It is easy for the Anglo-Americans to guess such a plan 
and they can change their tactics and not allow you to withdraw the main forces to the 
north without loss. 
 
One can still risk such a plan on condition that you have well-equipped first-class 
defensive fortifications in the immediate rear to where the main forces can be quickly 
withdrawn. But as far as I know right now there are no such structures in Korea. 
Therefore there is the danger that, having guessed your plan, the Anglo-Americans will 
not give you an opportunity to maneuver. And it is not very hard for the Anglo-
Americans to guess your plan since it seems that you are using it for the fourth time. 
 
In addition, it is necessary to keep in mind that when moving to the North the Anglo-
Americans will build new defensive lines one after the other and thereby make it difficult 
for you in the event of your offensive to break through the Anglo-American front without 
colossal losses and this is, of course, undesirable. 
 
The analogy with the forces of Chiang Kai-shek is not convincing for, first, you are now 
dealing with different forces and, second, there is no reason to assume that the Anglo-
Americans are as stupid as Chiang Kai-shek and that they will give you and opportunity 
to destroy a battalion of their troops of your choice. 
 
Attention also ought to be directed to the fact that if Pyongyang is again surrendered to 
the enemy then this will not only lead to a decline in the morale of the Koreans and the 
Korean troops but will raise the morale of the Anglo-American forces. 



 
Apparently you will have to prepare a very large and serious operation, of course not for 
local maneuvers but for a serious blow against the Anglo-American forces. 
 
        FILIPPOV 
 
29 May 1951 
 
One copy sent to Cde. Stalin 
Printed by Rubleva 30 May 1951, Nº 375 
 
   Authenticated: [seal of the 8th Department of  

the 2nd Main Directorate of the General Staff  
and the words "for cipher messages", Nº 3, May 1951] 

  
      [signature] (Laptev) 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 47 
 
[June 1951] 
 

THE STATE OF POLITICAL MORALE AND THE ORGANIZATION OF PARTY 
POLITICAL WORK 

 
The past months of 1951 were a period of further gradual increase in the combat 
readiness and political morale of the army's units and formations. 
 
During this period a number of steps were taken to strengthen military discipline and the 
political education of the personnel and increase the organizing role of army Party 
organizations and political organizations. 
 
All personnel have taken the oath. 
 
The personnel records have been put in order and soldier's pay records, identity cards, 
and travel orders introduced. Military commandant's offices have been organized in cities 
and places where troops are stationed. 
 
Political lessons and political information have become higher in quality, the circulation 
and size of the army newspaper have been  increased, and large-edition newspapers have 
been created in the three field armies. 
 
An all-army conference of regimental and battalion agitators was held in order to 
strengthen the ideological and political education of the soldiers at which Kim Du-bong, 
Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of the DPRK, reported 



about the tasks of agitation work among the troops. All the agitators of the conference 
participating were given orders and medals. 
 
The Commander-in-Chief and the Main Political Directorate held a conference of writers, 
artists, playwrights, and composers on the issue of strengthening ideological work in the 
army. 
 
Instead of political lessons for senior officer personnel a system of Marxist-Leninist 
training has been introduced which provides for the study of the Short Course of the 
History of the VKP(b) and the principles of Marxism-Leninism. 
 
The Commander-in-Chief has issued an order to eliminate instances of substituting 
repressive measures for educational work. 
 
Officers' courts of honor have been created and begun to function. 
 
Issues of strengthening military discipline were the subject of discussion at Party 
meetings and Party activist meetings in March and April. Six hundred and twenty-nine 
personal conduct cases of Party members violating discipline were examined at meetings 
of Party commissions. 
 
At meetings of the Military Councils of field armies measures were discussed to prevent 
extraordinary incidents. All this was favorably reflected in the state of military discipline 
and an increase in the political morale of the personnel, although the process of instilling 
personal responsibility for the fate of the Motherland is still going slowly, especially 
among those who come from prosperous peasant and merchant families. 
 
Whereas there were about 900 desertions during the first period of November-December 
1950, the number of desertions declined to 500 during the three and a half months of this 
year. The number of disciplinary infractions declined by two-thirds. 
 
A clear example which characterizes the growth of the fighting ability and political 
morale of the personnel is the movement among hunters which has developed to destroy 
enemy aircraft. 
 
In January of this year detachments to destroy enemy aircraft began to be created in 
infantry units at the initiative of Party organizations. This initiative at the call of Cde. 
Kim Il Sung has turned into a mass movement. 
 
Two or three such detachments have been created in each regiment (especially in the First 
Army in the Seoul sector) which, equipped with firing positions on commanding hills, 
shoot at low-flying enemy aircraft from various types of infantry weapons. Four hundred 
and three enemy aircraft have been shot down as a result of this during the January-
March period. Feeling the great loss, enemy aircraft have begun to fly considerably 
higher and to use mainly hazy weather for attacks on troops and various targets. 
 



The results of the hunters' movement are clearly shown in this table: 
 
[illegible] 
A[rmy] 

8th pd 
[Infantry 
Division] 

17th md 
[Mechanized 
Division] 

19th 
pd 

3rd 
pd 

15th 
pd 

4th 
pd 

5th 
pd 

13th 
pd 

105th 
pd 

18th 
pd 

19th 
pd 

23rd pbr
[Infantry
Brigade]

 4 
14 
94 
9 

 
6 
22 

8 
35 
68 
5 

 
20 
1 
3 

6 
 
 

 
1 
1 
1 

 
 
2 
7 

 
 
10 

 
2 
2 
4 

 
1 
8 
1 

 
 
18 
 

 
 
10 
 

 121 28 116 24 6 3 9 10 8 10 18 10 
 
Many hunting teams have been awarded orders and medals for destroying enemy aircraft. 
 
Party political work on the battlefield has begun to be organized somewhat better. The 
heroic feats of those who have distinguished themselves in battle have begun to be more 
widely popularized. Oral and printed appeals to the personnel of subunits going into 
battle have begun to be employed more often. There are memorials to the specialists of 
various troop arms. Political workers in a number of formations have acquired the 
practice of organizing the admission into the Party in a combat atmosphere. All this has 
promoted the instillation of steadfastness, bravery, and heroism in battle. 
 
The skillful encirclement and destruction of an enemy airborne assault force consisting of 
a reinforced infantry regiment which the enemy landed in the rear of the 19th pd of the 6th 
Army testifies to the growing fighting ability and ever-strengthening state of political 
morale. 
 
As a result, more than 10,000 enlisted men and officers were awarded orders and medals 
during a period of battles in January and February, of which 20 were given the title of 
Hero of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. 
 
However, many shortcomings which I have noted in a previous report are being 
eliminated very slowly and still continue to occur, particularly the desire on the part of 
some officers toward semi-partisan [polupartizansky] forms of troop command and 
control and the education of personnel in armies which had operated together with the 
Chinese volunteers (3rd and 5th), which became widespread. 
 
In these armies the commanders and political workers do not convey operational orders 
of the commander to the personnel but, having received one, they discuss at a meeting of 
the personnel of a subunit "whether it is better to attack or retreat" and seek for the 
meeting to take the very decision which corresponds to the order of the higher command. 
 
After a battle unit commanders in all units of the 5th Army express "self-criticism" in 
front of the personnel, that is, repentance about mistakes [they] made.  
 
In many units and subunits of the 3rd and 5th Armies questions about the degree of 
punishment for a serviceman for an infraction he has committed are decided at meetings 



of personnel and meetings are also held dedicated to the Memory of Fallen Soldiers 
(burning candles and incense) at which servicemen recall the good aspects of those 
soldiers who have died in battle. 
 
All these distortions in Party political work were criticized at a conference of chiefs of 
political organizations at the Main Political Directorate; however, the Main Political 
Directorate and the CC of the Workers Party have not sanctioned the publication of an 
official governing directive or an order condemning these forms of work in view of the 
fact that these armies operate together with the Chinese volunteers under a joint 
command. 
 
Party organizations created in the army are increasingly extending their political activity. 
Healthy criticism and self-criticism of shortcomings committed by Party members are 
being developed. However, the development of intra-Party democracy and healthy Party 
criticism encounter resistance on the part of some senior officials who pretend to be 
offended, striving to shield themselves from the oversight of Party organizations. In spite 
of this, the growing political activity of the broad Party masses is helping to throw light 
on many neglected areas of Party work, expose stagnation, political apathy, and the 
frankly harmful activity of individuals. This is particularly needed under the conditions of 
an aggravated class struggle in the country, which has its reflection not only in the army 
but also in army political organizations. 
 
For example, in April a factional group was uncovered in the Headquarters of the Air 
Force where the chiefs of the intelligence and construction departments (who had 
previously actively cooperated with the Japanese) grouped up to 14 Party members 
around themselves and, by discrediting the elected Party committee, tried to remove it 
from leadership and to take control of the Party organization in its hands. The leaders of 
the faction subsequently intended to compromise the command of the Air Forces to put 
"their" people in these posts (the organizers of the group have been arrested and an 
investigation is being conducted). 
 
The revival of work of the Party organization helped identify political apathy but [also] 
the essentially malicious activity of the editors of the magazine "Voyennye Znaniya 
[Military Knowledge]", which placed a series of articles distorting the historical facts 
about the start of combat operations in Korea. However, the response of the General Staff 
to the material of the investigation which was conducted with the aid of [Soviet] advisers 
is going extremely slowly. 
 
The low ideological and political level of senior army cadre continues to adversely affect 
the leadership of the troops and the education of the personnel. Some officers do not 
understand the characteristics of the  class struggle in Korea and do not exhibit the 
necessary political vigilance and focus in [their] work.  
 
Questions of class and class struggle, the role of a democratic state in the defense of the 
Motherland, the war and the army, the Party as the leading forces of the workers of Korea, 
and imperialism are almost never covered in oral and printed propaganda. 



 
A Party conference of the Korean Workers Party will be convened at the beginning of 
May to intensify the fight against shortcomings and mistakes in [work], and with the goal 
of raising the leadership to the level of the tasks being done. We helped draw up a report 
at the Party conference on the theme of: 
 
"The tasks of the Party in leading the masses and strengthening [ties] with the masses 
about which Cde. [Translator's note at least one line lost between pages] will speak at the 
conference.  
 
An article, "Criticism and Self-Criticism is a Powerful Tool to Educate Cadre", has been 
prepared with the aid of advisers for presentation in the national publication of the 
Workers Party and the army newspaper. 
 
A report has been prepared about the tasks of Marxist-Leninist education of Party and 
state leadership cadre which Cde. Pak Heonyeong, Deputy Prime Minister, will deliver. 
 
A cycle of lectures was developed by advisers and is being read at lessons of Main 
Political Directorate officers about the main issues of organizing Party political work in 
the army to strengthen the work of political organizations, the political apparatus, and 
Party organizations of the army.  
 
In May of this year this lecture cycle will be published in a special collection as guidance 
material for commanders and the army political apparatus.  
 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 48 
 
[June 1951] 
 
THE STATE OF THE AIR FORCES 
 

I. ORGANIZATIONAL MEASURES 
 
[1. The following] have been formed: 
 
An Air Forces headquarters with support units; 
The headquarters of a fighter aviation division of LA-9 aircraft 
A division of two fighter regiments and two air maintenance battalions for instruction on 
MIG-15 aircraft  
An aeronautical engineering school in the city of Yanji  
Three air maintenance battalions  
The headquarters of an LA-9 fighter regiment 
 



2. The table of organization and equipment of the air maintenance division, which is at 
the stage of manning and formation, has been approved. 
 
3. The table of organization and equipment of the air maintenance battalions which 
previously each had 729 men has been reduced; at the present time the [aviation] 
personnel have been reduced to 503 men per battalion, which is an overall reduction of 
824 men. 
 
4. Four-month courses have been created to train 90 division and regimental staff officers 
and squadron adjutants [and] courses for 70 communications specialists. 
 
Monthly assemblies of the commanders of air maintenance battalions and the supervisory 
technical staff have been held. 
 
5. The preparation of airfields. 
 
Airfields which have been newly-built and prepared for piston aircraft: Kandon, Idzyu 
[possibly Uiju], and Kange. 
 
Hardstands have been built on previously operating airfields: 
[Sin]uiju, Pyongyang, Merim, Pyeongchang, and Onsenri. 
 
Construction has been organized and new airfields built: [1-2 words illegible] Syarpin for 
piston aircraft and for jet [aircraft] [one word illegible] [city of Pyongyang]. The repair 
and expansion of previously built airfields are being done: Merim for jet aircraft, and 
Pyeongchang, Pyongyang, and Onsenri for piston aircraft. 
 

II. EFFECTIVE AND NUMERICAL STRENGTH 
 
1. Flying units 
 
Name of the units 
and formations 

Pilots 
available 

Aircraft available Home airfield 

1. Composite air 
division: 
IL-10 ground attack 
regiment 
Ya-9p fighter 
regiment 

 
 
21 
 
17 

 
 
30 
 
30 

 
 
Sinuiju 
 
     " 

2. Fighter aviation 
division 
 
La-9 fighter 
regiment 

 
 
 
23 

 
 
 
30 

 
 
 
Fonchen 

3. Independent 
squadron 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Po-2 [night] 
bombers 

 
18 

 
1 

 
Sinuiju 

 
In addition, [the following] are undergoing training: 
 
a/ An air division has been completely formed in China composed of a division 
[headquarters], two regimental headquarters, two air maintenance battalions, and 65 
MIG-15 pilots [for?] the division of Kozhedub. The training ended on 20 March 1951. 
 
b/ 40 LA-9 pilots, on Soviet territory. The approximate end of training is by 1 April 1951.  
 
c/ 60 LA-9 pilots, on Soviet territory. The approximate end of training is by 1 June 1951.  
 
d/ The aeronautical engineering school in the city of Yanji. 
 
The school includes ground attack and fighter aviation regiments and two air 
maintenance battalions. 
 
The total number of those being trained are: 
 
student pilots    - 570 men 
junior aviation specialist students - 964 men 
 
The school's aircraft pool comprises: 
 
15 Yak-18 aircraft, of which 12 have completed their service life. 
 
8 Yak-9v aircraft 
5 Yak-9p aircraft 
6 Il-10 aircraft 
6 IL-10u aircraft 
8 La-9 aircraft 
 
2. Rear units 
 
Eight air maintenance battalions which serve [the following] have been formed to support 
the work of flying units: 
 
a/ Four battalions support the flight activity of line units of the KNA Air Force. 
b/ Two battalions serve the aeronautical engineering school. 
c/ Two battalions are undergoing training at a jet [SIC] division on Chinese territory. 
d/ In addition, individual aviation commandant's offices have been created. 
 
3. Air Force Headquarters 
 



[The following] have been formed at Air Force headquarters: 
 
- two technical battalions, 
- aircraft maintenance shops; 
- an aviation hospital; 
- a signals company. 
 
4. Missions given air units 
 
a/ the ground attack regiment. 
 
- Work on takeoffs in pairs from field airfields and be able to assemble groups in combat 
formation up to squadron [strength] 
 
- Individual bombing and shelling from a dive and from the "Krug [Circle]" combat 
formation. 
 
- make [one word illegible] 
 
Make route flights up to squadron [strength], in favorable weather conditions, in daytime, 
and at medium and low altitudes. 
 
b/ the Yak-9p fighter aviation regiment. 
 
Perform takeoffs in pairs from airfields of limited size and be able to assemble groups in 
combat formation up to squadron [strength] 
 
Make route flights to escort ground attack fighters.  
 
Conduct visual reconnaissance at medium altitude up to flight [strength] [inclusively]. 
 
Work on route flights and fighting air battles in up to squadron [strength] at medium 
altitude, in the daytime, and in favorable weather conditions. 
 
Scramble alert flights in the shortest possible time. 
 
Be able to operate against enemy aircraft from airfields of the [sad][composite air 
division]. 
 
c/ the La-9 fighter aviation regiment 
 
- Commission young flying personnel, making flights up to flight [strength] inclusively. 
 
- Work on piloting technique and fighting air battles at medium altitude in flight 
[strength]. 
 



- Be able to hit ground targets from a dive with cannon fire. 
 
- Perform route flights in flight [strength] at medium altitude, in daytime, and in 
favorable weather conditions. 
 
d/ Po-2 night bomber squadron 
 
- Continue to train in a circle and in a zone to work out piloting technique in nighttime 
conditions. 
 
- Perform one solo route flight at medium altitude, at night. 
 
e/ the aeronautical engineering school. 
 
1. Train [the following] by 1 July 1951: 
 
- 32 La-9 pilots and 122 junior aviation specialists 
 
- 32 IL-10 pilots and 161 junior aviation specialists. 
 
[2.] Train [the following] by 15 December 1951: 
 
- 64 La-9 pilots and 244 junior aviation specialists 
 
- 64 IL-10 pilots and 322 Tu-2 radiomen gunners 
 
3. The remaining pilots graduating in 1952 
 
The fulfillment of tasks assigned to air units 
 
a/ The ground attack regiment 
 
The performance of all assigned tasks  
 
b/ The Yak-9p fighter aviation regiment 
 
The following tasks have not been performed: 
 
- 80% of the pilots have not been trained to fly in pairs from airfields of limited size. 
 
- [2]0% of the pilots have not been trained for flights along routes and fighting an air 
battle in squadron formation. 
 
c/ The La-9 fighter aviation regiment. 
 
The following tasks have not been performed: 



 
17% of the pilots who have not fulfilled the following tasks have not been commissioned. 
 
Flight routes and shelling of ground targets have not been completely worked on in flight 
[strength]. 
 
d/ The PO-2 night bomber squadron 
 
The assigned tasks have not been fulfilled because of a lack of PO-2 aircraft. 
 

III. THE STATUS OF THE HEADQUARTERS 
 
1. The manning of headquarters and their training. 
 
a/ The headquarters of the composite air division and the headquarters of its regiments [(] 
the ground attack and Yak-9p fighter regiments); fully manned and trained for combat 
missions in a fully satisfactorily manner. 
 
b) The headquarters of the La-9 fighter division is at the stage of completing the manning 
of officers. 
 
The training of staff officers is satisfactory. 
 
The headquarters of the La-9 fighter regiment is fully manned and has been trained to 
perform combat missions in a fully satisfactorily manner. 
 
c/ The headquarters of the aeronautical school is fully manned and its training is fully 
satisfactory. 
 
d/ The headquarters of the air maintenance division is being manned. The training of 
officers to support the [combat] work of the line units is satisfactory. 
 
The headquarters of the air maintenance battalions are manned and the training is fully 
satisfactory. 
 
2. The organization of the training of staff officers. 
 
The training of staff officers has been done in two areas: 
 
1. For officers who previously worked in aviation units and have experience in staff work 
lessons have been held to increase their knowledge in this field. 
 
2. For officers newly arrived from other troop arms or who have not previously been in 
staff work four-month courses were organized to train staff officers. 
 
The courses were held in two groups: 



 
the 1st group - chiefs of staff of divisions and regiments, and chiefs of operations and 
intelligence sections of divisions. 
 
the 2nd group - staff officers of regiments and squadron adjutants. 
 
After completion of the courses the officers were sent to units for practical on-site 
training. 
 
The lessons with the staff officers and regimental and division staff officers were held 
regularly; regular lessons [at] forward airfields were disrupted.  
 
Each headquarters is in two or three locations at the present time and it is impossible to 
conduct group lessons. If lessons are held, they are not done so regularly. 
 

3. The State of Discipline, the Performance of Orders of Senior Commanders, and the 
Organization of Monitoring 

 
The discipline of officers, sergeants, and enlisted men is satisfactory. 
 
No immoral incidents have been noted. 
 
All the orders of superior headquarters are being carried out, but with insufficient speed 
and care. 
 
The basing conditions of unit and formation staffs do not provide an opportunity for 
timely monitoring of the fulfillment of orders and directives, as a result of the 
sluggishness and carelessness of the implementation of the latter. 
 
4. The Supply of Communications Equipment 
 
Radio is the main means of communications equipment between units and formations. 
Landline communications are supplied only within units. 
 
The supply of communications equipment is quite insufficient, both in regiments and in 
divisions. The available radar equipment cannot support the units' combat work. 
 

Air Force units are 22.5% supplied with radar equipment. 
 
Name of 
communications 
equipment 

Authorized per the 
table of equipment 

On hand Shortfall 

RAF 28 2 26 
RSB 29 14 15 
RBM 38 21 17 
7[6] 26 6 20 



battery-charging 
stations 

18 8 10 

TAI-43 406 112 294 
PTF 1130 202 928 
PK-30, K-10 373 8 29 
 
There are four P-3 radar installations deployed; [one word illegible] at the present time 
two are for operation and two are on standby. 
 
The radars were installed at the Pyongyang airfield and [one word illegible] operate 
around the clock; they support the repair work being done at airfields. 
 
Signals subunits are only 60-80% manned. 
 
IV. COMBAT TRAINING 
 
1. The training of personnel 
 
The flight personnel of all regiments having combat experience continue to improve in 
piloting technique and in performing operational flights. 
 
The remaining personnel (those without combat experience) are undergoing training in 
piloting technique and in operational use. 
 
Flights are conducted regularly based on flight training plans. 
 
The quality of the ground and pre-flight training of flight personnel has been improved by 
carefully conducting methodical lessons with supervisory flight personnel. 
 
The problems of organizing the flying day and conducting post-flight critiques at which 
all the mistakes by the pilots and the shortcomings noted during flight are carefully 
investigated have been worked out. 
 

2. A description of the preparedness of leading officers 
 
Regimental commanders by their specialty, both as pilots who are well trained and their 
knowledge of flight operations, can [one word illegible] subordinate personnel.  
 
The primary shortcoming of regimental commanders as leaders is the lack, to a sufficient 
degree, of [one word illegible] skills in training flight personnel to carry out assigned 
missions; they do not have sufficient experience in managing units and subunits. 
 
There is no efficiency in the organization of the flying day and still a very [low] exacting 
attitude toward subordinates.  
 



The low theoretical training, the weak experience in [practical] work, and the low 
exacting attitude of supervisory personnel is very much reflected in the training of pilots 
and the overall performance of combat training missions. 
 
The lack of special textbooks (aerodynamics, aerial navigation, bombing, aerial gunnery, 
air combat tactics, etc.) considerably reduces the improvement of the theoretical 
knowledge of supervisory flight personnel and does not provide an opportunity to 
regularly teach the flight personnel subordinate to them. 
 

V. COMBAT READINESS 
 
1. The combat readiness of crews 
 
There are a total of 62 combat ready pilots, of which there are: 
 
21 crews   on IL-10 aircraft 
13 crews   on Yak-9p aircraft 
18 crews   on LA-9 aircraft 
8 crews   on Po-2 aircraft 
 
Il-10 pilots are capable of performing combat missions in squadron [strength] at medium 
and low altitudes in favorable weather conditions. 
 
Ya-9p fighter pilots are capable of performing missions in squadron [strength] to escort 
ground attack aircraft, to fight air battles, and perform visual reconnaissance at medium 
altitude in favorable weather conditions in daytime. 
 
La-9 fighter pilots are capable of performing combat missions up to the level of a flight, 
to fight an air battle at medium altitude, in favorable weather conditions and in daytime.  
 
Pilots of the Po-2 night bomber aircraft are capable of performing combat missions at 
nighttime at low altitude. 
 
Alert flights of fighters are capable of flying an alert mission in two to six minutes and 
receiving a combat mission via radio while in the air. 
 

2. The care of equipment 
 
The equipment is in satisfactory condition and combat-ready. With an increase in 
meticulousness on the part of supervisory technical personnel the materiel of [aircraft,] 
engine, and weapons can be brought into good condition. 
 

3. Discipline 
 
The discipline of the flight personnel and also the technical staff officers is completely 
satisfactory. 



 
VI. THE SUPPLY OF TROOPS WITH ALL TYPES OF RATIONS 

 
1. The two air maintenance battalions which have been formed at Air Forces headquarters 
have no airfield construction equipment at all, no tractors, graders, rock crushers, 
concrete mixers, bulldozers, etc. 
 
2. The battalions are adapted only for the repair and construction of dirt airfields and then 
[only] by hand. 
 
The aviation repair shops subordinate to the Air Forces have very little special equipment, 
as a result of which [they can] only make the simplest repairs of aircraft and engines. 
 
3. The air maintenance battalions are only 27.5% supplied with technical equipment. 
 
Name of [technical] 
equipment 

Authorized On hand Shortfall 

[one word illegible] 
vehicles 

190 70 120 

Fuel trucks 38 11 27 
[one word illegible]- 
fuel trucks 

20 2 18 

[one word illegible] 
tank trucks 

84 9 75 

[illegible] 20 5 15 
[two words 
illegible] 
installations 

12 5 7 

 
Such an availability of equipment is extremely insufficient to [?fully?] support the 
performance of a combat mission by all aviation [one word illegible] in the established 
timeframes. 
 
Units are supplied with aviation fuel and ammunition [as follows]: 
 
- Yak-9p aircraft: based on 20 crews they have been supplied with 34 ammunition loads. 
 
- La-9 aircraft: the 20 crews : based on 20 crews, they have been supplied with 39 
ammunition loads. 
 
- Il-10 aircraft: the 23 crews : based on 20 crews, they have been supplied with 26 
ammunition loads. 
 
- Aviation fuel: on the basis of 63 aircraft [there are] five refuellings. 
 



VII. THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEANS AND METHODS IN THE 
INSTRUCTION AND USE OF EQUIPMENT 

 
1. In the instruction of flight personnel to train for flights a training exercise is conducted 
on simulators, and a preflight training exercise is [done] right at the airfield with the 
practical use of an aircraft adapter [armatura]. 
 
2. Ground-based flight training ["peshiy po letnomu"] is used during training to perform 
formation flights or for operational use.  
 
Data from radar is used to monitor the accuracy of the performance of the flight when 
performing training flights and especially of flights on a combat mission. 
 
A careful study of enemy aircraft is conducted [one word illegible] aerial photographs of 
silhouettes, from practical observations, and [one word illegible] aircraft that have been 
shot down. 
 
Boundary signs of the runway [are used] at large airfields in order to train [one word 
illegible] for flights from airfields of limited size. 
 
Assemblies of all specialists with a practical demonstration on [?simulators?] of all 
means and rules for preparing an aircraft for combat [mission/use] and everyday flights to 
increase the knowledge of the aeronautical engineering personnel. 
 
Special attention has been paid to monitoring an aircraft [?for takeoff?] on the part of 
senior engineering personnel. 
 
6. The process of manufacturing special rubber [one word illegible] used in the major 
overhaul of AM-42 engines has been mastered. 
 
7. Specialists of repair organizations have been trained in the repair of [one word illegible] 
of duralumin and electric welding work.  
 
8. In view of the lack of APL [aircraft engine heaters] small special preheating stoves for 
engines have been copied and tested in practice in winter conditions. 
 
9. RSI-6 radios have been installed in a fixed [frame] to direct airfield flights. 
 
10. in order to preserve materiel a new [production] of hardstands has been developed 
which provides the ability to better protect aircraft during enemy air raids. 
 

VIII. THE MAIN SHORTCOMINGS 
 
1. The flight personnel being graduated from the schools have insufficient training in 
piloting technique, particularly the pilots [one word illegible] La-9 and Yak-9p aircraft, 
which undergo a redoubled program of commissioning upon arrival in [line units].  



 
The reasons for the poor preparation of flight personnel [one or two words illegible] 
insufficient flying time when studying in schools. 
 
The majority of flight incidents during commissioning and when conducting training 
flights occur due to [poor] piloting technique, especially during takeoff, during final 
approach, and when landing.  
 
Flight personnel who have already been commissioned based on their [one word illegible] 
are capable of performing combat missions only in daytime and in [favorable] weather 
conditions, and only at medium altitude. 
 
2. Spare parts and [one word illegible] materials are extremely insufficient in Air Force 
units, as a consequence of which a considerable number of [aircraft] are not in operating 
condition. 
 
Spare parts are not arriving, based on requisitions which have been submitted. 
 
3. There are no laboratories in Korea to produce [one word illegible] fuel. The fuel which 
arrives does not always have a certificate identifying the quality of the fuel and has to be 
sent for analysis to Dalniy or Voroshilov, which takes a long time. 
 
4. Air Force units have no medically pure oxygen at all, as a consequence of which the 
Yak-9P and La-9 fighters are only used at medium altitude. 
 
5. The construction of airfields south of the city of Pyongyang is being done without 
sufficient protection from the ground and especially the air; as a result all the previously 
built airfields and re[built] airfields are being systematically destroyed by enemy aircraft. 
 
The airfield construction equipment to repair and build airfields is extremely 
[in]sufficient, which is very much [one word illegible] on the time to perform the work. 
 
6. There are no textbooks, regulations, and manuals regulating [flight] operations either 
in Russian or translated into Korean, which does not provide an opportunity [one word 
illegible] and correctly conduct theoretical training of the flight [one word illegible] of all 
the officer personnel of aviation units. 
 

IX. SUGGESTIONS 
 
1. Increase the flying time of cadet pilots studying in Soviet schools on condition that 
they can ferry the aircraft solo to North Korea and take them into battle without 
additional training.  
 
2. It is necessary to supply the Air Force with [the following] airfield equipment and 
vehicles for building airfields: 
 



Concrete mixers  -   40 
Graders  -     6 
Bulldozers  -     4 
Metal rollers  -   10 
Tractors  -     6 
Vehicles  - 600 
Rock crushers -   10 
 
3. Do not build airfields more rapidly throughout all North Korea simultaneously but 
begin construction from the northwest in individual zones which have maximum 
protection with anti-aircraft artillery and especially with fighters based at the Dandong 
and Sinuiju airfields. 
 
After the conclusion of the of the first zone of airfield construction immediately land 
fighters on them which will be able to operate in the second zone of the airfields under 
construction. 
 
Such a system of construction will allow the concentration of the maximum amount of 
equipment, labor force, and anti-aircraft equipment at the airfields under construction and 
ensure the delivery of the necessary amount of construction material. 
 
4. Bring Air Force units up to strength with vehicles and special-purpose motor vehicles, 
and [one word illegible] communications equipment in [the following] quantities: 
 
Vehicles      -  120 
Fuel trucks      -    27 
Gasoline tanker trucks    -    75 
Oil servicing truck     -    18 
Compressors     -      4 
Battery-charging stations    -      4 
Laboratories for GSM [fuel and lubricants] -      4 
Lifting cranes     -      4 
Oxygen transfer pumps    -      6 
Tractors      -    15 
RAF radios      -    10 
RSB radios      -      6 
V-100 radios     -      6 
Telephones      -    80 
PK-30 [field] switchboards   -      5 
 
5. It is necessary to insert [the following] in the table of organization in order to increase 
the quality of the operation of KNA Air Force units and to bring them up to strengthen 
with advisers to the : 
 
1. Chief of staff of the aeronautical engineering school  - 1 
2. Radar equipment engineer     - 1 



3. Radio technician for land-based radios   - 1 
4. Chief of the Air Force GSM     - 1 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
I. Flying units 
 
1. The Il-10 ground attack regiment is capable of performing combat missions to attack 
enemy ground troops and operate against roads and river crossings. It will be able to 
launch bombing attacks on railroad stations and artillery and mortar batteries at OP 
[firing positions]. 
 
2. The Yak-9p fighter regiment is capable of fighting an air battle at medium altitude and 
escorting ground attack aircraft. 
 
3. The La-9 fighter regiment is capable of fighting an air battle at medium altitude and 
operating against enemy roads on sweep missions. 
 
All units are capable of performing combat missions only during the day in favorable 
weather conditions and at medium altitude. 
 
It is necessary to accelerate the training of the flight personnel of the jet fighter division 
on MIG-15 aircraft. 
 
Increase the flying time of pilots during the period of training at schools in order that the 
young pilot arriving in a line unit is ready to carry out a combat mission. The 
commissioning of young flight personnel [of] line units performing combat operations is 
completely impossible, especially as home airfields are often subjected to enemy air raids. 
 
It is urgently necessary to take steps to deliver ammunition, fuel and lubricants, special-
purpose motor vehicles, and radio equipment to Korea in accordance with the requisitions 
submitted for flying units to perform combat operations. 
 
The available equipment, fuel, and ammunition will be able to support intensive 
operation for no more than 10 days. 
 
It is necessary to speed up the delivery of materiel based on approved requisitions, for a 
delay in deliver disrupts work to train pilots in the Aeronautical Engineering School of 
the Korean Republic. 
 
The construction of airfields is not to be done only under the protection of anti-aircraft 
artillery but also under the protection of our own fighters, which should systematically 
patrol not only in the area of the airfield under construction but also at the approaches to 
it. 
 



Give the flight personnel of line units the category of the position they occupy, eliminate 
such shortcomings as, for example, the [?adjutant?] of a line unit squadron receiving the 
same pay as an aviation school instructor. 
 
Add a 25% bonus to the base pay of combat pilots performing combat missions. 
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VERY URGENT T. 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 443/1874/shs 4 June 1951] 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
Telegram of Cde. PENG DEHAUI to Cde. MAO ZEDONG 
 
Cde. MAO ZEDONG! 
 
1. We have developed some opinions about the issue of organizing and supplying units 
and about the issue of manufacturing military production with arsenals. Cde. DENG 
HUA, the commanders of the 42nd, 39th, and 40th Corps, and also the commissar of the 
38th Corps will arrive in [Beijing] in a few days and report to you about the above issues. 
 
Not only regiments but also battalions and companies need antitank weapons. 
 
2. The terrain in the area of [Buntori], [Kinka], and [Tetsugen] is good and the field 
fortifications are also decent.  At the present time, when the enemy is using a large 
amount of artillery, tanks, and aircraft, there are no strong defensive positions there yet; 
however, using an active mobile defense it is possible to hold out in certain sectors for a 
while and inflict losses on the enemy in manpower. In the area south of the above line it 
is probably possible to hold out until 10 June. The second  defensive region is located 
south of the line [Kodzio]-[Kakenri]-[Siodori]-[Heiko]-[Gitsudori], [Ankio], and 



[Kinsen], where the enemy can be held until the end June or the beginning of July. The 
third  defensive region is located south of the line [Pusen]-[Wayo]-[Senhori]-[Isen]-
[Nansenten], [Seysekitori], and [Kaysyu], where the enemy can be held until the end of 
July. Three corps of the 9th Army, the 42nd Corps, the 47th Corps, and three corps of the 
19th Army (the latter is understrength) will be used to hold the enemy in these defensive 
regions. If they hold the enemy until the end of July then we will again be able to bring 
into action the 38th, 39th, and 40th Corps, adding the three corps of YANG CHENG WU 
to this and then we will be able offer strong resistance to the enemy. Then the strength of 
our small arms, anti-tank, and anti-aircraft weapons will possibly grow somewhat, and 
the lines of communications shortened (possibly the difficulties in delivering materiel to 
the front line will be eliminated to some degree after the arrival of the regiment of 
porters). It is necessary at the same time to consider the active development of partisan 
warfare. If the enemy does not greatly increase the numbers of his troops and if we do not 
make any unforeseen mistakes, then we will be able to ensure that the favorable region to 
the south of the Genzan [Wonsan]-Pyongyang line is held and in the event that the enemy 
lands in Genzan steps also need to be taken to hold him at the line [Bunsen]-[Wasokurei]-
[Gosanri] (the 7th Corps of the Korean Army has already built several fortifications). 
Both regions ought to be created successively. 
 
3. In conditions of a narrow front and extended lines of communications; the presence of 
a large number of enemy troops; great density; an offensive in parallel columns; the lack 
of wedges and breaks in the front; the enemy's large number of aircraft, tanks, and strong 
artillery; the Anglo-American troops' comparatively high morale; and in conditions 
where our troops cannot operate in daylight, at present the problem of a tactic to defeat 
enemy troops piecemeal has not yet been solved. 
 
By waging an active mobile defense with experienced troops we will be able to achieve a 
ratio of manpower losses of 1:2 in our favor; however, without experienced troops the 
personnel, weapons, and positions might easily be lost and the total losses in manpower 
will be at a ratio of 1:1. 
 
It is necessary to unleash partisan warfare in the enemy rear and disperse the enemy 
troops. Preparations for this are being made at the present time. However, in the present 
situation our partisan units have still not been sent into the enemy rear. It is necessary to 
wait for a moment when the enemy reaches a suitable region, after which it will be 
possible to begin sending partisans into the enemy rear. 
 
PENG DEHAUI 1 June 1951" 
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VERY URGENT T 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
Telegram from Cde. Mao Zedong. 
 
"Headquarters of the volunteer forces. 
 
An order to corps commanders [with] a copy to the NRVS [People's Revolutionary 
Military Council] concerning fighting battles to impede an enemy advance. 
 
In view of the fact that there are many rivers south of the 38th parallel (the rainy period is 
coming right now) and the bridges at these rivers are quite flimsy and are often destroyed, 
and also in view of the fact that the front is far removed, there is a shortage of transport, 
there are difficulties in food and ammunition supply, and the troops are very tired, a 
continuation of our offensive to the south will become extremely unfavorable for our 
troops. We have therefore decided to end the second stage of the fifth operation ahead of 
schedule and withdraw the main forces of our troops to areas from where we began the 
first stage of the fifth operation in order to bring the troops in order for a month and a half 
or two and reinforce and train them to conduct new combat operations. 
 



Each army should leave a quite strong part of [its] forces to wage an active mobile 
defense in order to ensure a certain amount of time needed for the main forces to rest and 
re-form by destroying, scattering, and exhausting the enemy forces. 
 
During this period of time the headquarters of the volunteer forces intends to carry out 
the following measures: 
 
1. Reduce unnecessary institutions, reduce the number of support personnel, and improve 
the operation of the rear and organizational work. 
 
2. Eliminate the quite serious right-wing sentiments which exist in the troops at the 
present time. 
 
3. Summarize and systematize the tactical experience of waging war in Korea. 
 
4. Try to get part of the air force, anti-tank reserves, and anti-aircraft artillery to take part 
in the battles in Korea. 
 
5. Organize and prepare partisan warfare in the enemy rear, force the enemy to lengthen 
the front, and exhaust and scatter his forces, which will create favorable conditions for 
the main forces of our troops in the course of succeeding operations. 
 
However, at the present time when withdrawing the main forces to the north and in view 
of the fact that the commanders of some units did not understand the concept of 
command sufficiently well and incorrectly used the forces available, consequently in 
spite of the fact that these shortcomings were detected and were not corrected in time, 
gaps were formed between individual units, which the enemy used to his advantage. 
 
After our troops, which had been on the offensive for six or seven days, began to 
experience a shortage of food and ammunition and were tired, the enemy began a pursuit, 
having prepared a large number of mechanized forces beforehand and taking advantage 
of the halt of our offensive and the withdrawal of our troops. We have not learned from 
this. 
 
Further, the troops which have just arrived in Korea do not have sufficient experience in 
defending against the mechanized forces of the enemy. In addition, some commanders 
could not personally keep track of troops in the most important sectors, were not able to 
give timely orders, and were at a great distance from the main forces. 
 
Judging from the reports, some operational plans were very good and had no 
shortcomings; however they did not correspond to the real position of the troops. 
Therefore for a period of several days, between 21 May and 28 May, some of our combat 
units suffered unnecessary losses. 
 



It is necessary to pay attention to the following points in order to firmly hold positions 
and provide time to put our troops in order, which is necessary to ensure success in 
succeeding operations and strike the enemy during active, mobile, defensive battles: 
 
1/ Hamper the movement of and destroy mechanized forces on the highways. If enemy 
infantry moves along footpaths and attacks across mountains then it is even easier to 
strike them. To do this it is necessary to concentrate various anti-tank guns and also part 
of the heavy howitzer artillery in concealed locations on both sides of the road in 
accordance with their range of fire and conduct the necessary engineering work; using the 
terrain conditions create a fire system and prepare information for firing on the roads and 
the most probable areas where enemy tanks will appear. At the same time it is necessary 
to destroy mountain roads in the narrowest locations; it is necessary to place anti-tank 
mines in the areas between the operational sectors of our anti-tank fire and the destroyed 
road sectors. Thus, if having encountered obstacles enemy tanks go around [them] they 
will be blown up on the mines. At this time our troops should use part of the artillery to 
shell the areas where enemy troops are concentrated. At the same time, subunits armed 
with anti-tank grenades should move forward. Hiding along both sides of the road the 
troops selected for the counterattack ought to destroy the enemy partly or completely, 
taking advantage of the moment that enemy troops panic. If enemy infantry advancing on 
both flanks tries to make a flanking maneuver along footpaths and strike our troops then 
it will be even better. In such an event without heavy weapons fire support in 
mountainous regions the enemy will be forced to attack us on foot and it will be easier to 
defeat him. Therefore we should have pre-selected forces and light artillery (mobile guns, 
mortars) and decisively, boldly, and quickly defeat the enemy forces. 
 
During a simultaneous strike on enemy mechanized forces and infantry moving along a 
road which are attacking on both flanks across mountains our troops should not be 
dispersed [deystvovat' nerasschlenenno] so that each unit carries out a specific mission. It 
is necessary to have a unified command when this is being done. Only with all the above 
can we stop an enemy advance and achieve success in battle. 
 
2/ When moving on foot our troops are not able to break contact with enemy motorized 
forces. Therefore when conducting an active mobile defense it is necessary to have not 
only a first defensive line but also a second and third defensive line so that if the situation 
changes for the worse for us at the first line we might hold the enemy at the second and 
third lines. However, our forces should not be placed evenly on all defensive lines, but 
should be concentrated depending on the importance of the area being defended, 
especially in areas of railroad and roads. After our troops withdraw from the first 
defensive line to the second defensive line, units of the second defensive line should send 
previously prepared engineering subunits to quickly and completely destroy bridges, 
narrow passes in the mountains, and place anti-tank mines along the defensive line in 
order to continue to deter the advance of enemy troops. In the event that our troops or 
neighboring troops do not manage to complete the withdrawal then enemy motorized and 
mechanized troops should not be given an opportunity to take advantage of this 
circumstance to move deeper into our defenses and disrupt the plan of our entire 
operation; it is necessary for each corps, each division, and each regiment to use a certain 



number of men and stop and defeat part of the enemy troops at any cost and thereby 
ensure their own units and neighboring units a calm and organized withdrawal to the 
designated areas. Although, in this event the units which are performing this mission to 
deter the enemy and cover their own units will suffer some losses in personnel their 
losses will however be justified and bring great benefit to the entire operation.  
 
3/ It is necessary that each commander correctly understand the principle of placing small 
forces on the forward line and large forces on the rear line and also the principle of 
organizing strong fire at the forward line and less intense fire at the rear line and the 
combination of the first with the second. It is necessary to know that the placement of 
small forces at the forward line and large forces at the rear line during a defense is 
necessary in order to avoid a strong concentration of forces and to reduce their losses in 
manpower. Therefore the main forces of our troops should be secretly concentrated on 
the flanks and in the rear in order to counterattack the advancing enemy at a suitable 
moment in order to defeat and scatter him and not offer an advancing enemy passive 
resistance accompanied by a retreat. It is necessary to have not only good fortifications 
but also sufficient fire support in order to deter the enemy with small forces and drawn 
him in. Therefore it is necessary to organize strong fire at the forward line and less 
intense fire at the rear line; depending on the properties of the weapons deploy the guns 
in depth and suddenly shell the enemy briefly but strongly, with the objective of inflicting 
personnel losses on him and supporting a counterattack of our own infantry. Different 
units should request artillerymen and help the artillerymen clear the roads, create [firing] 
positions, and provide them with the necessary time to prepare for combat operations. In 
turn, artillery should overcome all obstacles and actively help the infantry in battle. 
 
In the course of defending the correct choice of the suitable moment to act is mainly in 
the ability of each commander to make a decision independently. Each commander ought 
to create observation posts to constantly monitor the situation on the field of battle and, 
depending on changes in the position of the enemy troops, make a counterattack at a 
suitable moment and inflict heavy losses on the enemy in manpower. 
 
Various units should find time to convey to the entire command staff the 8 March and 15 
March 1951 orders of the headquarters of the volunteer forces about fighting defensive 
battles, and also the 6 April 1951 document about the experience of fighting defensive 
battles in order to study these documents. Commanders at all echelons who have 
familiarized themselves with the above documents should report to the headquarters how 
they have understood the documents. 
 
4/ Fight strongly against a casual approach toward matters by commanders and against 
[commanders] who have a careless attitude with respect to the orders of senior 
commanders and personnel and people who perfunctorily study the situation. 
 
In view of the fact that troops which have newly arrived in Korea do not have experience 
in fighting against a technically well-equipped enemy or special experience in fighting 
defensive battles, and [have] comparatively weak leadership abilities at the lower 
command level, and also in view of the fact that in comparison with the past the number 



of troop arms which have taken part in combat operations has increased, the higher 
command staff therefore should not allocate units of different troop arms to their 
subordinate units without thinking about whether they might use these units and lead 
them. 
 
The entire command staff (especially the mid- and senior [levels]) should study the plans 
of senior commanders deeply, know the specific situation in detail, study the terrain, and 
carefully draw up the plans for combat operations. After drafting the plan for the first 
stage of combat operations it is necessary to outline the plan for the second stage. Only in 
this event can [the commander] be ready to conduct combat operations and not allow 
[himself] to be caught by surprise. 
 
At the same time as this in a contemporary situation it is necessary for senior 
commanders to get deeply into lower levels, perform practical leadership, and help junior 
commanders find the way out of a situation. Only thus can the attitude of junior 
commanders toward ideas and plans of their chiefs be identified, the mistakes and 
shortcomings of junior commanders be corrected, and incorrect provisions in their plans 
can also be corrected in accordance with the actual situation and discrepancies between 
reports and the actual situation avoided. This can undoubtedly increase the confidence of 
subordinates in victory. 
 
At the present time boldness alone is insufficient in fighting a technically well-equipped 
enemy; daring and wise leadership is needed. Only thus can victory be achieved. This is 
getting deeply into lower levels, that is, being directly at the front, not just during a 
defense but also during an offensive. 
 
It is necessary to create good command posts, move together with the units in the main 
direction, keep track of the situation in a timely manner, and choose the suitable moment 
for operations. It is necessary to try for the plans and reports to correspond to the actual 
situation in the future.  
 
We hope that the above instructions will be put into practice by commanders of all 
military units and also that the operational concepts of the headquarters of the volunteer 
forces will be orally conveyed to all division and regimental commanders so that all 
troops perform their missions well in accordance with the overall concept. 
 
Cde. Mao Zedong calls upon us at the present time to defeat the enemy in small battles, 
weaken him, and lower his morale in order to gradually move to a massive defeat of the 
enemy. 
 
All that is required from us is for the command personnel at all levels to carefully study 
the situation, properly deploy the forces, and organize a fire system so that each corps can 
simultaneously defeat one or two companies of regular troops or one battalion of regular 
troops of the enemy, which is completely achievable. This is also the most useful driving 
condition at the present time for defeating the enemy during his adventurist offensive. 
 



We hope that the command personnel at all levels will study these instructions deeply, 
overcome all difficulties, mobilize all the troops, and exert every effort to carry out the 
exhortation of Mao Zedong. 
 
Headquarters of the Volunteer Forces 31 May 51 1500" 
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      Five copies sent 
Nº 407     Copies Nº 3, 4, and 5 to the  
      8th Department 
 
   Authenticated:  Major [signature] Laptev 
 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 51 
 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 20622 
 
Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin    
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin  
 
from [BEIJING] received 1900 9 June 1951 
 
SERIES G 
T 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 452/1948/shs 9 June 1951] 
 
to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
Both your telegrams (of 5 and 7 June) have been received. 
 



The special aircraft you sent on 9 June has arrived in [Beijing]. 
 
Cde Gao Gang and Kim Il Sung have decided to fly from [Beijing] to Moscow on 10 
June 1951. If you have no objection, we would like Cde. Lin Biao, who is flying to 
Moscow at the present time, to take part in your conversations. 
 
Cde. Gao Gang is bringing with him additional requests for weapons and various military 
equipment. 
 
Please make a decision about them. 
 
A delay on the issue of the requests has occurred in view of the illness of Cde. Zhou 
Enlai, who is being treated in Dalniy at the present time. [We] finished drawing up the 
requests only today, therefore we bear the blame for the delay. 
 
The requests being sent with Cde. Gao Gang were drawn up on the basis of an estimate of 
our needs. The total cost specified in the requests is quite high. 
 
I request that the Soviet government make deliveries based on these requests against the 
military credit at half price and also defer the payment of this amount.  After discussion 
of this issue with Cde. Gao Gang please report your decision through him. Cde. Gao 
Gang will also report to you personally the issues of the war and peace and also about the 
invitation of Soviet advisers to the volunteer forces, so therefore I am not touching on 
them. 
 
I wish you good health. 
 
MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 2893 
9 June 
----------------------------------- 
Deciphered by Prokop'yev 1930 9 June    
Printed by Kornyushina 2010 9 June Nº 999 
Four copies printed. Nº 3 and 4 filed 

 Verified: Major [signature] Chikarev 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 52 
 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 20847 
 



Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin    
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin  
 
from [BEIJING] received 1800 15 June 1951   Copy Nº 2 
 
SERIES G 
T 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 4[6]5/2013/shs 15 June 1951] 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
I report: 
 
1. As of 15 June 1951 [the following] have been trained for combat operations in the 
Chinese NOA [People's Liberation Army] Air Force: six fighter aviation divisions, of 
which three are on MIG-9 aircraft, two on MIG-15 aircraft, and one composed of one 
regiment on MIG-15 aircraft and one on LA-11 aircraft. There is a total of 307 fighter 
pilots. 
 
 - two ground attack aviation divisions on IL-10 aircraft, a total of 107 ground 
attack crews. 
 
 - two bomber aviation divisions on TU-2 aircraft, one of which has materiel for 
only one regiment. 
 
There is a total of 109 bomber crews of which 14 fly at night. 
 
2. [The following] are at the stage of retraining: five Chinese fighter aviation divisions, 
177 pilots. The shortfall of 133 pilots in the divisions will only come from aviation 
schools by 1 July. 
 
Of the fighter aviation divisions being retrained one on MIG-15 aircraft will be ready for 
combat operations on 15 July and one on LA-9 aircraft by 1 August. 
 
In connection with the receipt of MIG-15 aircraft the remaining three fighter aviation 
divisions will arrive for retraining and finish the program on them by 1 October. 
 
- one Korean fighter aviation division. A total of 65 pilots. It will be ready for combat 
operations on 15 August. 
 
3. I am taking vigorous steps to carry out your directive about preparing the air group of 
eight fighter aviation divisions for combat operations, for which: 
 



 - I am moving the flight operations to retrain the aviation divisions to an hourly 
schedule. 
 
 - I have personally taken charge of the Korean division to monitor the fulfillment 
of the retraining plan by dates and give on-site practical assistance. 
 
I am sending the chief of staff of the air group to the division finishing retraining on 
MIG-15 aircraft by 15 July and a group of senior officers to the division finishing 
retraining on LA-9 aircraft by 1 August. 
 
 - I am reconsidering, and will approve the training program in line units and 
school by 20 June 1951 in the direction of reducing them in conformity with the 
experience of the Great Patriotic War. 
 
Issues which have been placed before the Chinese command for resolution: 
 
1. The acceleration of the construction of airfields in Korea for basing their aircraft. The 
pace of airfield construction is slowing because of the systematic destruction of the 
runways under construction by American aircraft. 
 
2. The use of bomber and ground attack aviation divisions against enemy airfields and 
troops. 
 
3. The improvement of the work of the rear of the Chinese NOA Air Force since with the 
move to Chinese supply beginning on 1 April 1951 the supply of aviation equipment and 
GSM has sharply worsened. 
 
4. Please help with the supply of units with: 
 
 - 12 UTI MIG-15 trainers; 
 
 - 40 RD-10, 200 RD-20, and 30 ASh-21 engines; 
 
 - tire casings and tire tubes for MIG-9 and MIG-15 aircraft, 1200 660x160 and 
400 570x140 for YaK-17 aircraft; 
 
 - accelerate the shipment of aviation equipment on the basis of requests from the 
Chinese government. 
 

KRASOVSKY 
 
Nº 3004 
15 June 51 
----------------------------------- 
Deciphered by Rudakov 
1900 15 June    



Printed by Kornyushina Nº 1126 
 1948 15 June    
Four copies printed. Nº 3 and 4 filed  

Verified: SECTION CHIEF . 
COLONEL [signature] (Makarov) 

 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 53 
 
TO THE CHIEF OF THE MAIN OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL 
STAFF OF THE SOVIET ARMY 
 
I report my impressions about individual issues which were formed while working in 
China from November 1950 to June 1951. 
 
I. The Combat Characteristics of the Chinese People' Army 
 
A familiarization with many documents and also conversations with both Chinese and 
our comrades who have had the opportunity to be closely concerned with the Chinese 
People's Army testify to the quite good combat characteristics of the latter. 
 
For the most part, the soldiers and the commanders are hardy, resolute, and persistent in 
battle and capable of patiently enduring all the deprivations and burden of military life. 
 
The troops deftly operate in mountainous terrain and broadly use night and bad weather 
in battle. At the same time the Chinese army is not adapted to wage combat operations in 
winter conditions as a consequence of a shortage and sometimes a completely lack of 
winter clothing and also a lack of experience in using means of fighting frostbite.  
 
The superlative combat characteristics and high morale of the troops is supported by the 
well-delivered political work in the army. This is primarily explained by the fact that, in 
spite of sometimes great losses and all sorts of deprivations, the troops maintain fighting 
ability and readiness to quickly move from defense to a counteroffensive. The 
"Americaphobia" which in the beginning existed in the army as a result of the victories 
which were won, has mainly been overcome. It is true that recurrences of 
"Americaphobia" were exhibited during the spring operation. This found its expression in 
a desire to avoid those sectors of the front occupied by the Americans. If it was necessary 
to attack these sectors of the front a hesitancy was often displayed and the battle was not 
always carried through to the end. In many cases persistence was not shown in destroying 
encircled units and units of the American troops. Sometimes the latter were intentionally 
provided an opportunity to escape encirclement in order to avoid large loses and the 
expenditure of scarce reserves of ammunition. 
 

II. A Description of Combat Operations in Korea 
 



Two primary circumstances leave their mark on the nature of combat operations in Korea: 
1) the poor level of equipment of the troops compared to the Americans and 2) the poorly 
organized rear. 
 
In spite of the existence of sufficient food supplies and ammunition, the growth needs are 
being met by no more than 40-50%. Troops at the front are undernourished and in a 
number of cases are frankly going hungry. As a consequence of this they are not in a 
condition to not only successfully carry operations which have begun to the end but to 
even hold territory which has been won. The reasons which are responsible for the 
inadequate supply of the troops are: 1) the effect of American aviation on 
communications, as a consequence of which railroads and other forms of transportation, 
as a rule, operate only at night; 2) a shortage of motor vehicle and animal-drawn 
transportation; 3) the poor organization of the entire system of the rear. 
 
Until recently the Commanding General of the Northeast Military District was 
responsible for transporting food and ammunitions directly to the troops. Peng Dehuai 
has not examined the matter of the rear himself. Only at the end of May was it decided to 
create front, corps, divisional, and regimental rear units and to subordinate the entire rear 
area up to the Yalu River to Peng Dehuai. 
 
In addition, steps have been taken to increase the amount of motor vehicle and animal-
drawn transportation. In particular, the manufacture of lightweight iron pushcarts has 
been widely supplied. They should be mainly used by the regimental and divisional rear 
units. 
 
The reorganization of the logistical system, an increase in transportation equipment, and 
also an increase in air defense lines of communications ought to have a positive effect on 
the conduct of operations in the near future. 
 
The Chinese People's Army has been forced to resort to the following tactical methods in 
connection with the poor technical level: 
 
a) as a rule, combat operations (let alone troop movements) are conducted only at night, 
in connection with which the troops quickly tire; 
b) small forces are kept in contact with the enemy; the main forces are positioned beyond 
enemy artillery range and in areas inaccessible to tanks; 
c) a solid front is not created in the defense. Roads along which attacks by tanks might 
come are not occupied by troops. A defense is created in elevated locations adjacent to 
the roads; 
d) as a rule, an offensive is begin not from a location of close contact with the enemy but 
from a distance of 5-15 km; 
e) it is considered inadvisable to wage positional battles since they lead to losses and the 
rapid expenditure of ammunition. 
 
It is considered more advisable to wage battles of maneuver (surprise counterstrikes on 
an attacking enemy). 



 
In connection with the troops' poor supply of materiel offensive operations are 
characterized by: 
 
a) the short duration (five or six days), which is a consequence of the soldier's ability to 
lift food and ammunition for only five or six days of battle; 
b) insignificant depth (30-50 km); 
c) the limited number of goals - chiefly of a tactical nature; 
d) an inability to a develop a tactical success that has been achieved into an operational 
one. After five or six days the troops are withdrawn to bases for rest, bringing up to 
strength, and replenishment of supplies. 
 
The following negative aspects in the troops' combat activity stand out: 
 
a) the organization of battle (offensive and defensive) is quite primitive, without 
preliminary reconnaissance, scouting of the ground, or organization of coordination; 
b) tactical control is insufficiently centralized, which leads to matters taking their natural 
course in the development of the battle and units and even formations changing position 
on the field of battle; 
c) a withdrawal of troops to the initial position and a reconnaissance of the enemy in 
force is not practiced before going over to the offensive: 
d) attention is not paid to securing the flanks and [unit] boundaries; 
e) support to a withdrawal of troops, which is such a common practice, is not organized; 
f) artillery is insufficiently used both in an offensive and on defense. The main amount of 
the artillery reserve is not used because of an insufficient number of shells and the lack of 
skill to use it en masse; 
g) three tank regiments in Korea have not yet been used in battle because of a fear of 
losing the materiel (they are being held in the areas of Wonsan and Pyongyang); 
h) the use of obstacles in defense and when withdrawing in order to impede an enemy 
advance is very insufficient; 
i) command and control of troops is one of the weakest places in the Chinese People's 
Army. And in the past (when fighting the Kuomintang) headquarters were not true 
command echelons but were not endowed with corresponding authority and did not have 
authority among the troops. The situation has not yet improved. 
 
As a rule, reconnaissance in force is done by commanders of formations, and 
headquarters remain in the rear and play no role in the command and control of the troops. 
In the last (spring) operation, for example, the commanding general of the 3rd Army 
exercised control from the command post of the commander of the 12th Corps. The Army 
headquarters remained in the rear (about 100 km from the front) and did not know the 
situation, as a result of which not one report came from this army during the entire time 
of the operation. 
 
Radios are used as the only means of communication. Other means of communication, 
including mobile ones, are not used. The loss of communication with the troops does not 
disturb anyone and does not cause any worry. 



 
III. The Role and Place of the General Staff of the Chinese People's Army 

 
Although the General Staff formally exists, it has not yet found its place and does not 
play a proper role in the leadership of the armed forces and military operations. 
 
There is an operations directorate in the General Staff (also named the Operations 
Directorate of the People's Revolutionary Council) which means a group of 10-12 
officers and engages in compiling information reports for senior comrades from the 
government and CPC CC. 
 
A study of the situation and the drawing up of proposals is not part of the function of this 
operations directorate. It is passively satisfied with the information received and does not 
consider it necessary to verify or find out anything. It is thought that if any information 
did not come in it is obviously not at Peng Dehuai's headquarters. 
 
The operations plans which are submitted are not studied and no views about them are 
reported. It is thought that it is clearer to Peng Dehuai how to proceed in a given event. 
Moreover, he is the Deputy Commander-in-Chief and inasmuch as the Commander-in-
Chief Zhu De has stepped aside from command and control of the troops because of 
illness and other reasons only Cde. Mao Zedong had the right to give any orders to Peng 
Dehuai. However, Cde. Mao Zedong does not consider it necessary to get involved in 
Peng Dehuai's plans, also thinking that it is clearer to Peng Dehuai what to do on the spot. 
 
Cde. Nie Yunzhen [Translator's note: SIC; Rongzhen is correct], the acting Chief of the 
General Staff, is comparatively young among military leaders and by virtue of traditional 
Chinese overscrupulousness and avoids any actions capable of damaging relations with 
them. 
 
As a result of this he does not feel confident in his role as Chief of the General Staff and 
does not even try to raise the question of defining the role and place of the General Staff 
in the system of command of the armed forces. 
 

IV. The Role of Our Military Advisers 
 
The Chinese comrades have a good attitude toward our advisers on the whole. They listen 
to any statements and views carefully but also regard them cautiously. This especially 
concerns issues associated with the war in Korea. On issues of waging the war in Korea 
the Chinese comrades are afraid that we are imposing our methods of operation on them 
which do not correspond to the level of development and equipment of their army. When 
this seems [SIC, kazhetsya; perhaps pokhazhetsya, "is pointed out", was intended] to 
them they are not reluctant to say, "We have a different view on these issues than you" 
(Nie Rongzhen). In one case Peng Dehuai declared that he would not stop even at 
withdrawing troops to the Yalu River since in this case he would have better 
opportunities to defeat the Americans by relying on very short lines of communications. 
 



The Chinese comrades are afraid of the landing of enemy assault forces in their rear and 
therefore hold many troops on the coast, but also do not want to get deep into South 
Korea. Half-jokingly and half-seriously they speak of a 10-year war in Korea, grinding 
down the enemy forces in the course of such a protracted war, thinking that are not able 
to accomplish the defeat of the enemy in a short period. 
 
Dissatisfaction is expressed, although in very cautious form, that they are not being given 
more modern equipment (100-mm anti-aircraft guns and also various models of 
automatic weapons which are as good as the Americans').  
 
All the aspects indicated and also the existing sluggishness and the pattern in the 
organization and tactics of the troops as experienced during the civil war should have 
attracted the fixed attention of our advisory staff. However, this is not being sensed. 
 
Our advisers do not exhibit the proper persistence in overcoming the existing incorrect 
views in the area of the organization and tactics of the troops and put up with the current 
situation when coming across the Chinese "mamandi" (let's wait, we won't hurry). 
 
The infusion of our military experience into the troops of the Chinese People's Army is 
not being sensed. This especially affects issues of command and control, the organization 
of battle, and the use of artillery, tanks, and other troop arms. 
 
Advisers who operate on the periphery are left to their own devices. During all the time 
in China the main military adviser has made only one field trip [vyezd] (to Mukden) and, 
in addition, one meeting of advisers has been convened to exchange work experience. 
 

GENERAL-MAJOR [signature] (KOCHERGIN) 
 
16 June 1951 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 54 
 
Independent Eastern Department [stamp]  Warsaw, 5 September 1951 
 
 SECRET [stamp] 
 
      Comr[ade] Min[ister] St. Skrzeszewski 
 
      In the building 
 
 The Independent Eastern Department is sending a report from the Embassy of the 
RP [Polish Republic] from Korea dated 30 June 1951. 
 



1) In connection with the recommendations made by Comr. Deperasiński SWW 
[Independent Eastern Department], I propose: 
 a- that the funds of the Committee of the Defenders of Peace be devoted not only 
to buy medicines, but also to buy other objects, which are discussed in the 
recommendations, 
 b- to ask the authorities who make political decisions to order the organization of 
an action to collect money with the goal of fortifying the funds of the Committee of the 
Defenders of Peace. 
 
2) The SWW is making a request about the dispatch copies of this report to the following 
persons: President of the RP, Premier, Minister of National Defense, Comr. Berman, 
Comr. Mazur, Comr. Zambrowski, Comr. Dłuski, Comr. Mencel. 
 
     HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT  
     [signature] 
     E. Słuczanski 
             Korea, Pyongyang, 30 June 1951 
 
     REPORT 
 
 1.- A year of time has passed since the moment when war broke out in Korea. The 
front is being maintained around the 38th parallel. And thus, while every average Korean 
talks about how they must press, push the americans [sic] all the way to the sea and 
further, the american [sic] prisoners are stubbornly claiming that the war will end soon at 
the 38th parallel. The prisoners do not have the conviction to the least degree that the 
americans [sic] will win the war. They claim that they have come to Korea because they 
were sent without being asked because they wanted to earn dollars. I will not write about 
the war situation because this is the task of the Military Attaché, who goes to the General 
Staff and to the front. In the period of his absence, i.e., in the month of June, there were 
no major changes at the front. Only on the eastern front, the people’s army won certain 
victories. What is new is that night bombers entered the action on the side of the people’s 
army, and they are bombarding ports and the massed American troops. On the other hand, 
small air fights have begun over the territory of People’s Korea. Chinese sappers have 
rebuilt all the rail bridges on the Nampho-Pyongyang line and the rail line is operational. 
It is worth stressing, for example, such a fact that the border rail bridge to Tsyan has not 
only been rebuilt, but the Chinese sappers have at the same time built 4 other wooden 
bridges, very low ones, 2 of them are rail bridges and the remaining ones are for 
vehicular traffic. They are practicing more or less in the same way also in other rail hubs, 
which I was able to see personally. Talking about bombardments, I must add that in 
comparison to May, the area around Pyongyang is being bombed much more by the 
American air force during the day and at night. Driving to Pyongyang by night (I have 
driven 3 times), I saw unending columns of Chinese troops headed in the direction of 
Pyongyang, and back from Pyongyang hundreds of American prisoners were being led. 
The whole traffic on the big and little roads takes place only at night. In the daytime one 
is inevitably threatened by an air raid. And so, during the move of the Czech mission, on 
22 June at 20:00, a car column of the armies of the Chinese volunteers left the town of 



Chi Chen, and it was assaulted by 7 airplanes, and as a result there were 3 killed, 16 
grievously wounded and many lightly wounded. In all the cities and towns, the 
recruitment of volunteers for the army is taking place. The volunteers are leaving for 
military schools. The balance of the year-long fighting on the Korean front presents itself 
thus: 
  a. killed and taken prisoner………….…598,567 people 
   of this number, taken prisoner…108,157 
  b. captured: 
    pistols…………………………..980 pieces 
    guns………………………..119,412    “ 
    automatic……………………20,156   “ 
    light automatic rifles…….……3,683   “ 
    heavy machine guns…………..1,629   “ 
    anti-tank weapons………………..58  “ 
    anti-aircraft machine guns ..… …439  “ 
  c. captured or destroyed various higher-calibre weapons 
           3,900 “ 
  captured or destroyed various smaller-caliber weapons 
           2,938  “ 
  d. captured or destroyed cars………………….9,145  “ 
  e. captured or destroyed tanks and armored vehicles 
           1,797  “ 
  f. captured telephones and radio-telephones…..2,963  “ 
  g. airplanes: 
   shot down……………………………...1,632  “ 
   captured………………………………..…98  “ 
  h. warships: 
   sunk larger ones, such as torpedo boat.......75  “ 
   sunk smaller ones, like torpedo boat….......47  “ 

i. captured various ammunition……  ……………120 rail cars. 
 
The Korean press has also written about the outcome of the operations of partisan units 
not indicating for which period. 
  a. Killed americans [sic] and Syngman Rhee-ites..3,300 
  b. Taken prisoner…………………………………...500 
  c. Captured: 
    light machine guns…………………480 pieces 
    light automatic rifles…………………73  “ 
    anti-tank guns……………….……  …21  “ 
    mine-throwers……………… ….……17  “ 
    various ammunition………….…251,000  
  d. Destroyed various military buildings or stations.….40 
 
 2.- The main issues that the rear of the front is living by are: a. sowing, b. 
transportation, c. help for the families from which the men have gone to the front, d. help 
for the soldiers at the front, e. organizing the population to recruit volunteers and dig 



shelters, f. immediate construction of the earth shelters for the people who remain 
without a roof over their heads after bombardments. It is clear from the conversations I 
have conducted with employees of ministries, leading Party members, workers, craftsmen 
and peasants, and also on the basis of the daily press, that the sowing was completed 20 
days earlier than had been foreseen in the plan. And qualitatively and quantitatively, the 
rice crop depends on early sowing. No wonder then that the peasants say proudly that if 
the americans [sic.] don’t burn the crops, the population will manage somehow with food. 
They speak with fear about frost, because of a complete lack of clothing. One can hear 
everywhere: “we are counting on our friends, they will help us.” The early completion of 
the plan for sowing was an effort of the whole Korean nation. Groups were formed in 
villages, which went from house to house and together tilled the soil. People were 
released from ministries and offices to help the peasants, and especially those families in 
which there are no male hands because the men are at the front. And now the employees 
of ministries are being released to work in the countryside, to weed. As an illustration, I 
am enclosing a translation into Russian of one of the communiqués regarding the above-
mentioned issue. It can thus be said clearly that the fight for early sowing was fully won. 
Transportation is perhaps the hardest and most difficult task to achieve. Putting 
transportation on a good level required the reconstruction of hundreds of big and little 
bridges, with which mountainous Korea is covered. Thousands of men’s hands and tons 
of materials are needed for this. I can state from my own observations, as well as on the 
basis of statements from Korean comrades, that it was the Chinese volunteers who rebuilt 
the bridges. Korea has only 2 main railway lines in the direction of China, one from 
Pyongyang through Sinuiju to Andong and the other from Pyongyang through Manpo to 
Jian. The second line was started in the month of June. Currently both are working, but as 
always they work only at night. The enemy’s air force does not permit starting 
transportation during the day. Vehicular traffic is also completely not working during the 
day. I was in a machine hall, where about 40 machine tools (this is a part of the huge 
railway workshops transferred from Pyongyang). The factory was built high up in the 
mountains. A huge piece of the mountain was cut out, the wooden hall is again covered 
up with soil, and the slope of the mountain is the roof. The work always takes place there 
with electric light. The machines are Soviet, Japanese and American. Naturally such a 
factory is dark, stuffy and without ventilation. The workers are working there with great 
eagerness, fully understanding the importance of their effort to the victory. I asked a few 
workers what they needed the most. The answers were: blades for the lathes and scraping 
machines, and also clothing, and we will manage with our other needs. The rail depot is 
working both day and night. This depot has been bombed several times, but after every 
bombardment the railway men take off the rubble and resume work. Recently, the 
railway workers built a field depot at the Yalu River. A barracks was built between the 
river and the slopes of the mountains, it is well camouflaged and 4 locomotives can be 
restored there at one time. A few machines for metal processing were also placed there. 
During the day, all the steam locomotives and cars stand in the tunnels, of which there are 
as many in Korea as there are bridges. The railway workers in Korea are the pride of the 
working class, everywhere they are shown as models and examples, and they are not 
spared praise, awards and assistance. Also, all sorts of appeals to the nation flow from the 
railway workers. Work in transportation in Korea is the most difficult and demands the 
greatest sacrifices. There are few roads, and the ones that are there are in the mountains, 



bad and dangerous. Practically the whole population is engaged in assisting the families 
whose men have gone to the front. First, the Party, and together with it various 
organizations, such as, for example, the National Councils, the Union of Democratic 
Women and so on. The assistance looks as follows: if a city is bombed, then the families 
whose men are at the front receive the earth shelters built by the workers’ brigades, as 
well as clothing and food. I have talked to several district secretaries of the Party, they 
explained to me that one of the Party’s important duties in the rear that is being 
developed is help for the families, and that this help makes the mobilization for the front, 
to recruit volunteers seriously easier, and that it helps to cement the country in its 
resistance and effort. The next task by which the rear lives is help to the soldiers on the 
front. Women in the rear collect edible grasses and hand them in to the National 
Committees, which send them to the army. They start by organizing mass and individual 
exchanges of letters with the soldiers, they organize houses of help for the soldiers who 
are on leave or passing through especially closer to the front, such as in Pyongyang. They 
produce socks or handkerchiefs and send them as gifts. I am enclosing one of the notes 
from the press on this issue in Russian translation. The organization of the population by 
the party to recruit volunteers for the army, to dig shelters, for the quick unloading of 
transports, bringing wood to hospitals and performing a range of other work of a purely 
military character continues to be an important and still relevant task for the Party. The 
recruitment of volunteers takes place like this: after many appeals and rallies, pioneers 
(usually) march for a few days with flags and banners calling for volunteering for the 
army. The newly recruited volunteers are usually very young people. Their departure is 
very ceremonious. Speeches, bestowing of gifts and letters. They all leave for military 
schools. Shelters are being dug in Korea incessantly and in many different ways. Miners 
blow up rocks with dynamite, peasants dig shelters in the ground. The population, most 
often women, builds shelters for hospitals, and for state and social institutions the shelters 
are built by the employees of those institutions with the assistance of society. The 
transportation of wounded soldiers takes place on stretchers for lack of ambulances. The 
director of a military hospital, in which there are 1,000 wounded, told me that people 
carry the wounded on stretchers from the front to Pyongyang, from village to village, 
where ambulatory stations have been created, and from Pyongyang on by train at night. 
From the station to the hospital, again they carry the wounded on stretchers. For this 
reason, the transportation of the wounded from the front to the hospital in Manpho takes 
about 6 weeks. From this, it can be seen how great is the shortage of means of 
transportation, and especially ambulances. To have wood for heating, the hospital in 
Manpho is forced to organize brigades which walk a dozen kilometers into the mountains 
and pull down the timber or, at best, carry it by bull. He suggests that the hospital in 
Manpho be sent a gift from Poland: 1 ambulance and 1 truck. The director of this hospital 
informed me that they are also forced to use bulls to carry the seriously wounded for 
serious operations to the Chinese border. The bombing of cities, towns and villages by 
the American aviation has created the issue of lodging people deprived of roofs over their 
heads. This is one of the important questions for the rear with which the Party is 
preoccupied first of all, and with it the whole society. In this case, as in the previous ones, 
the Party created groups of people who, immediately after the bombings, dig earth 
shelters, others pull down timber from the mountains and in this way quickly deliver 
lodging that can be used. 



 
 3.- I arrived at the RP [Polish Republic] embassy in Korea, Manpho, in the night 
of 22 April. The director of diplomatic protocol was waiting for me at the station with his 
car. Next evening instead of a reception they organized a concert. I learned later that they 
did not organize a reception because they had nothing to put on the table. After the 
concert, I invited the whole group of artists together with the director of protocol to the 
embassy for dinner. The reception was very warm. Already then I found out that the 
Koreans are afraid of mass deaths from hypothermia because of the freezing temperatures 
and shortage of clothing. [Trans. note: omit diplomatic receptions.] The meeting at Kim Il 
Sung’s was very friendly, he said that in response to  our gifts, the Korean army will give 
a present to all the democrats and strike the death blow to the enemies at the front. […] 
The Embassy’s move from Manpho to Pyongyang took place on 16 June in the evening. 
[…] I learned that the city of Chin Chen, with a population of 60 thousand has no civilian 
hospital and it was bombarded more powerfully than Warsaw in 1945. The hospital 
consists of rooms reserved in different places, in which the ill are, and the doctor goes 
from room to room. Recently typhus was widespread in this town. Many women are still 
ill. After familiarizing myself with the situation, I deposited 3 million JMP [KPW?] for 
assistance to the sick. In the town of Chi Chen everyone agrees that the nearest winter 
will be a difficult period for us to live through. The shortage of clothing makes them 
fearful that, like typhus today, the cold will take people away forever. They are counting 
on help from their friends. [Trans. not: description of embassy and embassy district, 
where they arrive, horrible conditions.] The number of air raids and bombardments 
around us takes place a dozen times a day and, despite this, diplomatic life goes on, there 
are meetings, receptions, conversations and visits. The mood among all the employees of 
the missions of the countries of people’s democracy is full of optimism and certainty that 
the army of People’s Korea will be victorious. […]  
 
 4.- My suggestions on the issue of Korea are as follows: [Trans. note: this 
information continues to repeat itself.] 
 
      [signature] 
      R. Deperasinski 
     2nd secretary of the Embassy of the RP in Korea 
      (Charge d’Affaires ad in.) 
 
Pyongyang, 30-VI-1951 
 
Translated by Maya Latynski 
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SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 21497 



 
Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin    
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin  
 
from [BEIJING] received 2100 5 July 1951    Copy Nº 2 
 

SERIES G 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 575/2280/shs 5 July 1951] 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
I am sending you for [your] information the draft text of an agreement to cease military 
operations in Korea. 
 
"An agreement to cease military operations in Korea (draft). 
 
The warring parties in Korea, the Commander-in-Chief of the UN forces General 
Ridgway (on the one side), the Commander-in-Chief of the People's Army of Korea 
General Kim Il Sung and the Commanding General of the Chinese volunteer forces 
General Peng Dehuai (on the other side) are authorized to assign representatives to take 
part in a meeting about the cessation of hostilities and the establishment of peace in 
Korea. 
 
The representatives of both sides have agreed to the following: 
 
1. 'On …day…month 1951, both sides will simultaneously issue a cease-fire order. After 
the cease-fire order is issued the ground, naval, and air forces of both sides within Korea 
will cease fire and other hostilities. 
 
2. The ground, naval, and air forces of both sides will withdraw 10 statute miles from the 
38th parallel. A buffer zone should be created in the region 10 miles to the north and 
south of the 38th parallel. Civil administration in the buffer zone will be restored as it was 
before 25 June 1950: to the north of the 38th parallel, under the jurisdiction of the Korean 
People's Democratic Republic, to the south of the 38th parallel, under the jurisdiction of 
the South Korean government. 
 
3. Both sides will cease sending (including ground, naval, and air shipments) weapons, 
troops, or replacement personnel from outside Korea. 
 
4. Both sides will repatriate prisoners. In the three months after the cessation of hostilities 
each side is to achieve a complete exchange of prisoners in individual groups.  
 



5. All the foreign troops fighting in Korea, including the Chinese volunteer forces, should 
be completely withdrawn in units from South and North Korea within a period of two to 
three months. 
 
6. Within four months refugees from South and North Korea should be returned to the 
areas where they previously lived'" 
 

MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 3349 
5 July 1951 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Deciphered by Vaganov 2225 5 July    
Printed by Chesnokova 2300 5 July Nº 1395 
Four copies printed. Nº 3 and 4 filed 
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SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
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SERIES G   T 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 526/2326/shs 10 July 1951] 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
I am sending you the text of a 9 July 1951 telegram from Cde. Li Kenong about a 
meeting of liaison officers of both sides in the city of Kaesong on 8 July. 
 

"To Cde. Mao Zedong. 
 



I am reporting the progress of the meeting of liaison officers on 8 July 1951. 
 
1. In the morning the enemy liaison officers talked mainly about questions of setting the 
time of the meeting, the place of the meeting, and an exchange of lists of conference 
participants.  
 
In the afternoon our liaison officers announced the list of conference participants, after 
which they stated their opinion about the questions raised by the enemy liaison officers. 
 
All issues were resolved successfully if one does not count the small differences about 
the issue of ensuring the security of the corridor from Pyongyang to Kaesong. The enemy 
liaison officers twice thanked us for our concern for their safety and the concern about 
supply. At the end they stated that they had hopes that the conference would also be 
prepared well. The liaison officers of both sides did not greet one another during the 
meeting. After the meeting the Americans greeted us by saluting and we reciprocated. 
 
2.  The Americans' communications were well-organized during the meeting. They got in 
touch via radio with their rear three times. During a break in the morning they reported to 
the rear: "We expressed our opinion, they did not make any reply to us. [We'll] have to 
wait". 
 
In the afternoon, after receiving orders, the enemy liaison officers said three times that 
their representatives will return to [Bunsan] after the conference to rest. There was no 
firm response from our side. 
 
During the meeting at approximately 1000 24 American aircraft flew over Kaesong in 
two groups for demonstration purposes; however, we did not pay attention to this. One 
aircraft circled in the air all the time. It was evidently maintaining communications with 
the ground and photographing. 
 
3. As soon as the American liaison officers left the aircraft they felt extremely tense. 
Immediately after arrival at the meeting room the constantly asked which of those present 
were our liaison officers. The South Korean liaison officer fell off a chair when yielding 
his place behind the table to an American officer. 
 
During the meeting the Americans behaved cautiously and did not want to directly state 
their opinion. In view of the fact that the announcement of the list of enemy 
representatives by the liaison officers was not immediately followed by our response the 
enemy liaison officers regretted that they had done this first and were afraid of falling 
into a disadvantageous position. However, then an American officer, abandoning any 
ceremony, passed the text of his statement to an interpreter for reading. 
 
In the morning the atmosphere at the meeting was comparatively tense in the first two 
hours and only after a break did it begin to relax. In the afternoon the atmosphere was 
calm. 
 



Our side announced the list of our participants in the conference and thereby dispelled the 
enemy's doubts. Although some differences occurred they were however insignificant. 
 
4. Before the meeting we repeatedly studied the substance of the issues being raised, the 
form of the meeting, and exchanged opinions. Mainly the liaison officers of the Korean 
side spoke during the meeting. Our liaison officer helped them and suggested what was 
necessary at the proper time. Relations were good. 
 
Li Kenong, Qiao Guanhua 9 July 1100" 
 
MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 3421 
10 July 1951 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Deciphered by Fedyaev 
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SERIES "G"    T. 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
Cde. Filippov! 
 



I am sending you the texts of four telegrams of 10 July which I have received from Cde. 
LE KENONG. 
 
Please familiarize yourself with them: 
 
"To Cde. MAO ZEDONG. Copies to Cde. KIM IL SUNG and PENG DEHUAI. 
 
I am submitting a brief report Nº 1 to you about the progress of the conference: 
 
The five American representatives and 48 support personnel arrived  at the city of 
Kaesong at 0912 in helicopters and motor vehicles. After a brief rest the conference 
opened at 10 o'clock. 
 
At first the representatives of both sides exchanged the documents authorizing them to 
conduct negotiations. An enemy representative spoke first at his own initiative (the text 
of his statement is attached separately). We did not stop him. 
 
After statements by Cdes. Nam Il and Deng Hua the American representative said, "I am 
only authorized to discuss military issues affecting Korea. Do you agree to discuss only 
military issues about Korea at this conference? If you agree, then please sign the 
corresponding document" (At this moment he passed our representatives a previously 
printed written document and asked it be signed). 
 
Cde. Nam Il replied there was no need for this. 
 
Cde. Deng Hua added, "All three of our proposals touch on military issues relating to 
Korea. You can state your opinion with regard to these proposals". 
 
The American representative repeated, "We can discuss only military issues touching on 
Korea and we have no authority to discuss other issues. Your proposals contain political 
issues besides military issues." 
 
Cde. Nam Il asked, "Please indicate specifically, what issues are political?" 
 
The enemy representatives did not reply but showed the text of the draft agenda for the 
next meeting of the conference and asked that the agenda be adopted first (the draft text is 
attached separately). 
 
Cde. Deng Hua asked the enemy representatives to explain points 4 and 5 of the draft 
agenda. The enemy representatives replied that the details ought not to be discussed at 
this meeting and asked us to send them our three proposals in writing. 
 
The enemy representatives then said that if we have differences about the agenda they 
proposed then their counterproposals need to be presented in writing. 
 



We replied to this favorably. Our side proposed to continue the meeting at 1500. We are 
studying the agenda and the other issues raised by the enemy representatives. 
 
Li Kenong. 1145 10 July". 
 
"To Cde. Mao Zedong. Copies to Cdes. Kim Il Sung and Peng Dehuai. 
 
As a result of study we intend to offer the following agenda at a meeting at 1500 on 10 
July: (we will report the results of the meeting in addition). 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda. 
2. The main provisions of the cessation of hostilities in Korea: the establishment of a 
military boundary between both sides along the 38th parallel and the creation of a buffer 
zone. 
3. The withdrawal of all foreign troops from Korean territory. 
4. The taking of specific steps about the issue of a ceasefire and an armistice in Korea. 
5. Measures regarding POWs after the cessation of hostilities. 
 
Le Kenong. 1200 10 July 1951" 
 
"To Cde. Mao Zedong. Copies to Cdes. Kim Il Sung and Peng Dehuai. 
 
I submit attachment Nº 1 to brief report Nº 1. 
 
The agenda for the second meeting of the conference proposed by the American 
representatives: 
 
1. Adoption of an agenda. 
2. The location of the POW camps and the right of representatives of the International 
Red Cross to visit the POW camps. 
3. Discussion at this and subsequent meetings of the conference of issues of a purely 
military nature and involving only Korea. 
4. A cessation of hostilities in Korea on condition there is a guarantee of preventing the 
resumption of hostilities in Korea. 
5. The achievement of an agreement about the creation of a buffer zone passing through 
the territory of Korea from east to west. 
6. The organization, rights, and functions of a military commission concerning the 
cessation of hostilities. 
7. The achievement of an agreement in principle that military observer groups 
subordinate to the military commission conduct observations within Korean territory 
concerning the cessation of hostilities. 
8. The functions of the above military observer groups. 
9. Steps with regard to prisoners. 
 
Le Kenong. 1145 10 July 1951" 
 



"To Cde. Mao Zedong. Copies to Cdes. Kim Il Sung and Peng Dehuai. 
 
I submit attachment Nº 2 to brief report Nº 1. 
 
An abbreviated text of the first statement of Joy, the head of the delegation of the UN 
forces headquarters (the morning of 10 July 1951): 
 
"At the present time the delegation of UN headquarters forces represents the UN 
headquarters forces and acts in its name. 
 
Knowing that the results of these negotiations will benefit the people of the entire world, 
our delegation will work productively and seriously. Everyone undoubtedly knows this. 
Until achievement of an agreement by both sides about the conditions for a cessation of 
military operations hostilities may continue as before in all areas except the neutral zone 
created by agreement of both sides. The delegation of UN headquarters forces is ready to 
exert its efforts to realize a cessation of hostilities and of the creation of military 
conditions which ensure the resumption of hostilities. Our delegation came here just to 
achieve this common goal. The delegation will only discuss military issues of Korea 
alone. Our delegation will not discuss any political or economic issues and will also not 
discuss military issues unrelated to Korea. 
 
The success and failure of the negotiations which have begun today will depend on the 
realistic intentions of those delegations present here. If both sides have sincere intentions 
an atmosphere of mutual understanding can be created. If there is such an atmosphere we 
have good reason to hope for success. There is such an atmosphere where truth prevails. 
 
As head of the UN forces delegation and as the immediate representative of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the UN forces I want to clearly state that the UN delegation has 
the most sincere intentions so that every person have this in mind if he is not intent on 
consciously creating misunderstanding. 
 
We think that the representatives of the Korean and Chinese armies will act in the same 
way. Before discussing specific issues the UN forces delegation proposes that this 
conference be limited to the discussion of military issues concerning only Korea'. 
 
Li Kenong 10 July 1951". 
 
MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 3444 
11 July 
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SERIES "G"    T. 
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 
 
I am sending you brief report Nº 2 from Cde. LE KENONG of 2400 10 July for your 
information. 
 
"To Cde. MAO ZEDONG. Copies to Cde. KIM IL SUNG and PENG DEHUAI. 
 
Brief report Nº 2 about the progress of the conference. 
 
The meeting resumed at 1500. Our representatives submitted for consideration the agenda 
indicated in the previous telegram and criticized the agenda offered by the enemy 
representatives. 
 
The enemy representatives agreed to submit for discussion points 1, 4, and 5 which we 
had proposed, however they vigorously opposed point 3, which provides for the 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from Korea. They explained this by the fact that foreign 
troops were sent by various countries and therefore this issue can only be discussed with 
the consent of the governments of the various countries and the UN. They repeatedly 
asked questions about this point. 
 
Finally, the enemy representatives moved to minor issues (for example, freedom of 
communications) in order to stall for time and not reveal their platform. 
 



They took the draft of our agenda with them for discussion. In addition, the enemy 
representatives offered a proposal to increase the number of support personnel to 120, 
including 20 correspondents. 
 
As regards the arrival of correspondents we politely declined because we are not prepared 
for this. 
 
In the afternoon the atmosphere was good. Cde NAM IL felt at ease at the meeting. The 
meeting ended at 1700. 
 
The enemy delegation left on aircraft and motor vehicles. A new meeting will be held 
tomorrow at 0800. This evening we discussed the program for tomorrow twice. 
 
LI KENONG. 2400 10 July 1951" 
 
MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 3457 
11 July 1951 
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Deciphered by Vaganov 1920 11 July    Four copies printed. 
Printed by Stepanova 1940 11 July   Nº 3 and 4 to the 8th Department 
Nº 839 
 
Verified: Major [signature] (Rudakov) 

 * * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 59 
 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 21726 
 
Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin    
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin  
 
from [BEIJING] received 0100 13 July 1951    Copy Nº 2 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 542/2370/shs 13 July 1951] 
 

SERIES "G"   
 

to Cde. FILIPPOV 



 
Cde. Filippov! 
 
I am sending you brief report Nº 3 received from Cde. Le Kenong for your information. 
 
"To Cde. Mao Zedong. Copy to Cde. Kim Il Sung. 
 
I submit brief report Nº 3 about the progress of the conference. 
 
Minor issues were resolved first at today's meeting of the conference (the issue of 
communications) but as before the fight was mainly waged about the issues of the 38th 
parallel and the withdrawal of troops from Korea. 
 
Below I cite an abbreviated transcript of the statement of Joy, the head of the American 
delegation. In his statement at 1100 11 July 1951 Joy said: 
 
"I want to dwell on the criticism to which your side subjected the agenda we proposed. 
The Communist representatives stated that our second point of the agenda does not 
correspond to the formulation of the issue at this conference. This issue is about the right 
of the International Red Cross to visit POW camps. Putting off the resolution of this issue 
for one day can increase the unnecessary suffering of the prisoners by a great deal. The 
activity of the Red Cross covers all prisoners and is done in the interests of all prisoners 
regardless of their citizenship. This organization's aid to prisoners is based on the 
principles of humanity and is not of a military nature. The mutual exchange of prisoners 
is a military issue, but the work of the Red Cross contains nothing military.  
 
In July 1950 the North Korean government declared that it wanted to implement the 
principles of the Geneva Convention about prisoners into effect. One of the principles of 
the Convention says that the representatives of the International Red Cross are permitted 
to visit POW camps. The Korean government should have implemented this principle 
long ago, however it has not done this. 
 
As regards the statement that your delegation considers it unnecessary to include the third 
point in the agenda which we proposed about limiting discussion to just purely military 
issues regarding Korea, our delegation proposes to include this point in the agenda and 
thereby limit a review of the issues at the conference in order not to lose sight of or go 
beyond the limits of the discussion of the issues which require resolution. Therefore no 
one should oppose inclusion of this point in the agenda. 
 
Your representatives think that the fourth and fifth points we proposed are superficial. 
The nature and the wording of the agenda we proposed is general because we think that 
the work will thus promote an expedient pace for the conference.  
 
Special attention ought to be devoted to the fourth point of the agenda we proposed. In 
offering the point about ceasing hostile and armed actions it is necessary to ensure 
conditions in which hostile or armed actions cannot be resumed. Such a guarantee is 



needed. Of course, this point will contain a great many issues which are impossible to 
give in detail and therefore we are providing a general wording. 
 
As regards the fifth point, we already explained it at yesterday's meeting and are giving a 
more detailed explanation right now. 
 
The UN delegation thinks that both sides should first of all agree on general issues 
without getting into details and only then discuss them in detail during the formulation of 
general issues. 
 
For example, among such issues is the issue of forming a buffer zone. You propose 
creating a definite boundary and a definite buffer zone. We think that it is first of all 
necessary to decide about the common desire of both sides to create a boundary and a 
buffer zone and the possibility of agreeing on this issue. Then, after obtaining the 
agreement of both sides,  
[we] can move to the discussion of the issue of creating a boundary and a buffer zone and 
thereby achieve agreement. 
 
We should not seek details in the agenda. Thus a decision about exactly where there 
should be a buffer zone should be made during the next discussion. Such an agenda does 
not obligate either of the sides to confine itself to its details. 
 
We know that both sides have agreed to create a buffer zone and therefore this issue 
should be in the agenda as one of the general issues. 
 
Although according to the agenda a definite decision about a buffer zone might be 
achieved in subsequent meetings it is however necessary to understand that the delegation 
of UN forces headquarters has no interest in an arbitrary boundary passing from east to 
west which has no military significance, does not offer any guarantee, and has not 
relation to the military situation in Korea (Our representatives asked the enemy 
representative to repeat this phrase in English). 
 
As regards the sixth point proposed by our delegation, your side said that this issue is not 
at all important. 
 
In our view, if a plenipotentiary commission concerning a cessation of hostilities is not 
created with an equal number of participants from both sides, then it is impossible to 
ensure that there will not be a resumption of hostilities and it will also be impossible to 
guarantee the observance of the armistice conditions. 
 
As regards the seventh point of the agenda our delegation proposed, namely the military 
observer groups, these groups with an equal number of participants from both sides will 
be the eyes and ears of the ceasefire commission. The very important work of the 
ceasefire commission cannot be performed without observation. The armistice conditions 
will also be impossible to perform. 
 



As regards the eighth point of the agenda we proposed this point implies a discussion of 
the organization of military observation groups, their authority, the facilities they observe, 
and to whom they submit reports. Without a discussion of these issues and without 
making corresponding decisions about them a delay in work might result and 
misunderstandings are also possible. 
 
We think that these issues cannot be viewed as secondary and excluded from the agenda. 
 
As regards your point about the withdrawal of foreign troops we think that this issue 
should be resolved at higher government levels, for it goes beyond the bounds of the 
range of issues which ought to be discussed at this conference. 
 
The representatives of UN forces headquarters oppose the inclusion of this point in the 
agenda because we are not authorized to discuss this issue. Our authority has been 
received only from the UN forces command. 
 
As regards the second point proposed by your delegation we are prepared to accept it. 
The creation of a buffer zone is necessary. However, we think that we came here for talks 
about a ceasefire in a military sense. In our understanding a cessation of hostilities means 
an agreement by both sides to cease hostilities on certain conditions. Such an agreement 
about a cessation of hostilities between military leaders does not at all affect an 
agreement which might be reached by governments about political or territorial issues. 
Therefore the commander-in-chief of the UN forces is not interested in any arbitrary line 
on a map which has no military significance for the current situation.  
 
It is not in our interest to hold talks on military issues about an arbitrary line which has no 
relation to either tactics or the current military situation, nor also the ground relief". 
 
(Having said this, Joy continued: "We only agree to include your points in the agenda". 
When the head of our delegation demanded the last phrase be repeated, Joy immediately 
declared that he was taking his words back). 
 
Nam Il asked: 
 
1. I do not understand at all what relation there is between a visit to prisoners by Red 
Cross representatives and the issue of the cessation of hostilities. Please explain what is 
better for the prisoners, a visit to them by Red Cross representatives or the quickest 
possible return home? 
 
2. As regards the third point you proposed which provides for the discussion of issues 
relating only to Korea, what other issues besides Korean ones might be discussed at this 
conference? 
 
3. I do not understand at all what you mean by enemy when speaking of hostile and 
armed acts mentioned in the fourth point of your agenda. 
 



4. Analyzing your fifth point, you said that it is impossible to achieve a ceasefire without 
provisions ensuring that hostilities and armed actions would not resume. What does this 
mean? We want to know, how a ceasefire can be ensured without a withdrawal of foreign 
troops? 
 
5. What is a ceasefire commission and observer group? Without a clarification of these 
concepts there will be difficulties when discussing the agenda (Soon afterwards a one 
hour 35-minute break was announced until 1300).   
 
Joy said, "I want right now to reply to the questions asked by the head of your delegation 
this morning. You ask, is a return home better for the prisoners or a visit by Red Cross 
representatives. You think it is impossible to do this simultaneously. That is wrong. Our 
delegation supports the proposal that Red Cross representatives visit prisoners, but also 
that prisoners return home. If you agree, then Red Cross representatives can visit them 
beginning tomorrow and while the prisoners await repatriation. 
 
On 13 July 1950 in a telegram addressed to the UN Secretary [General] the North Korean 
government expressed readiness to implement the principles of the Geneva Convention. 
One of these principles is permission for Red Cross representatives to visit prisoners. We 
do not understand why you disagree [protivorechite] with these decisions and principles 
of humanity. 
 
You ask for an explanation of what hostilities and armed actions mean. In our 
understanding a cessation of hostilities means a ceasefire in Korea in all forms, a 
ceasefire means a halt to an increase in the strength of armed units (including their plans, 
relocation, rearmament, and replacement) and of the threat of armed attack". 
 
Nam Il interrupted Joy, saying, "It seems to me that you did not correctly understand the 
question I raised. We understand very well what a cessation of hostilities and a ceasefire 
mean. I am interested in what you have in mind by measures and conditions to ensure 
that the hostilities you mentioned in your statement are not resumed". 
 
Joy said, "I will respond to that question later. An agreement alone about a cessation of 
hostilities being put into effect on the basis of conditions agreed to by both sides will 
possibly allow both sides to increase their strength during an armistice. Therefore if only 
ceasefire measures are carried out and there are no provisions guaranteeing the hostilities 
will not be resumed then the hostilities which resume after an armistice might be more 
severe. 
 
You ask what might guarantee that hostilities do not resume in the event that foreign 
troops are not withdrawn from Korea. 
 
We think that this guarantee consists of the following: 
 
1. In the creation of a military ceasefire commission and a corresponding number of 
observer groups. 



2. In the creation of a buffer zone. 
3. In the achievement of an agreement between the commanding generals of both warring 
sides about the ceasefire conditions (including the authority of the ceasefire commission) 
in order to ensure the observance of the decisions made by both sides. 
 
The ceasefire commission should be created by agreement between the commanding 
generals of both sides with the participation of an equal number of representatives from 
both sides. 
 
Within the boundaries of the established areas commission members should have the 
right of free movement in order to be able to monitor the implementation of the joint 
decisions of both sides about the ceasefire. The commission should report instances of 
violations of the ceasefire agreement to the headquarters of both sides at the same time as 
work is done to observe and provide assistance. 
 
The military observation groups are bodies attached to the ceasefire commission which 
observe whether real work is being done by both sides to carry out the provisions of the 
ceasefire agreement". 
 
Joy said, "I understood that you do not want to change the wording of the second point of 
the agenda you proposed. You do not want to attach a general meaning to it". 
 
Nam Il asked, "What is your opinion? 
 
Joy said, "By general meaning I have in mind the fifth point of the agenda we proposed. 
This is the point about the buffer zone. You are proposing a line; in reality there are very 
many possible lines". 
 
Nam Il said, "We have already proposed our own line to you. What line can you 
propose?" 
 
Joy replied, "We are not proposing any line because essentially the issue already touches 
on this. As we understood, you don't want to amend the second point of the general 
meaning of the agenda you proposed". 
 
Nam Il said, "Our proposal already has a general meaning". 
 
Joy said, "As regards the second point of the agenda you proposed we cannot agree that 
the point you offered about some definite line be included in the agenda. We can agree to 
include the issue of the creation of a buffer zone in the agenda. The issue of the location 
and the boundaries of this zone should be resolved during the substance of the discussion 
of this issue. I again want to stress that this meeting does not pursue the goal of resolving 
issues, for example, regarding the issue of this definite line. Such issues ought to be 
discussed at subsequent meetings". 
 



Nam Il said, "The 38th parallel is not any imaginary line, the 38th parallel already existed. 
Military operations began at this very line and therefore a ceasefire agreement also 
should be based on the 38th parallel. Thus this point has to be included in the agenda". 
 
Joy said, "You have given me to understand that you are refusing to attach a general 
meaning to the agenda you proposed. I cannot interpret this otherwise".  Li Kenong. 0130 
12 July". 
 
MAO ZEDONG 
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[To] [BEIJING] 

to Cde. MAO ZEDONG 
 
Thank you for the information about the armistice negotiations. 
 

FILIPPOV 
 
12 July 1951 
 

[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit of the OS [Special Department]] 

VKP(b) CC Incoming Nº 584/2334/shs 12 July 1951] 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
One copy printed for Cde. Stalin 
Printed by Kornyushina at 1755 12 July 1951 Nº 1600 
 
Authenticated: 
 

SECTION CHIEF 
COLONEL [signature] (Makarov) 



 
12 July 1951 
 
[Stamp of the 8th Department, 2nd Main Directorate of the USSR General Staff] 
[Translator's note: the department of the GRU responsible for cryptographic matters] 
 

 * * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 61 
 
SECOND MAIN DIRECTORATE OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 
ARMY 
 
CABLE Nº 21756 
 
Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin    
 Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin  
 
from [BEIJING] received 1500 13 July 1951    Copy Nº 2 
 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit OS VKP(b) CC 
Incoming Nº 545/2384/shs 13 July 1951] 
 

SERIES "G"   
   T  

 
to Cde. FILIPPOV 

 
Cde. Filippov! 
 
Regarding the ceasefire negotiations in Korea, during two meetings the Americans 
deliberately raised the issue of the presence of correspondents at the conference in order 
to cause a recess during the conference for the purpose of stalling for time, creating 
public opinion, and finding out our plans. However this was a stupid venture which was 
easy to expose. 
 
We will vigorously insist that no correspondents or representatives of the press can be 
allowed south of Kaesong by unilateral coercive action without the agreement of both 
sides. 
 
If the Americans arrive in a day or two to conduct negotiations then we are thinking that 
after the negotiations resume of first adopting the agenda after which allowing an equal 
number of correspondents of both sides to come to the area of Kaesong  but not letting 
them into the conference room. If the Americans insolently violate the principles of 



agreement by both sides and cannot arrive without correspondents then we will hold to 
our decision no matter what and not retreat one step.  
 
As regards the fight over the issue of the agenda, in his statement at the first meeting Cde. 
Nam Il offered three proposals about a cessation of hostilities and thereby our side took 
the initiative. Therefore, after the resumption of the negotiations as a result of a further 
detailed analysis and struggle we want to propose the following general points of the 
agenda: 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda. 
2. First of all, adopt a decision about a military boundary between both sides and the 
creation of a buffer zone in order to implement a ceasefire and institute an armistice in 
Korea. 
3. Adopt a decision about a withdrawal of foreign troops from Korea in order to prevent 
the resumption of hostilities in Korea. 
4. Specific measures to implement a cessation of hostilities, an armistice, and observation. 
5. Measures regarding prisoners after a cessation of hostilities. 
 
The agreement of the Americans to discuss the point about the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Korea needs to be sought in the above agenda. We can agree to it on the 
condition that the point about the creation of a specific boundary along the 38th parallel is 
not included in the agenda but this point is left until discussion of specific issues about 
the agenda. At the same time as this the general issue about observation is included in the 
fourth point of the agenda in order that other specific issues can be added during the 
discussion of it. 
 
If the Americans reject the inclusion of the point about the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from Korea in the agenda then we will insist on the agenda of the five points 
which we previously proposed without change. Cde. Kim Il Sung let Cde. Le Kenong 
know that if there is agreement between both sides about the withdrawal of their troops 
from the 38th parallel then the issue of the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Korea 
can be deferred. 
 
However, based on the overall situation we think that it is necessary to insist on the 38th 
parallel and the withdrawal of foreign troops from Korea and it is necessary to indicate 
the general meaning only in the wording of these issues but it is necessary to resolve the 
issue of the 38th parallel in the course of the discussion of the substance of the issues. 
 
As regards the withdrawal of foreign troops from Korea this can be done in separate 
stages. 
 
The implementation of observation can be entrusted to neutral countries which did not 
participate in the war but the delegations of both sides to conduct negotiations should 
only perform the task concerning a cessation of hostilities. 
 



As regards the issue of an exchange of refugees, as a result of study Cde. Kim Il Sung 
came to the conclusion that it disadvantageous for North Korea and therefore this issue 
was not in the agenda. 
 
Is all the above correct? 
 
Please send your instructions after studying [the above]. 
 
At the present time our troops are as before waging an intense battle with the enemy and 
preparing to conduct military operations for several months if the negotiations collapse in 
order to inflict great losses on the enemy in manpower and make a turnabout in the war in 
our favor. 
 

MAO ZEDONG 
 
Nº 3511 
13 July 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Deciphered by Sudev 1615 13 July  
Printed by Kornyushina 1645 13 July Nº 1675 
  
Four copies printed. Copies Nº 3 and 4 to file 
 
Verified:  SECTION CHIEF  

COLONEL [signature] (Makarov) 
 

 * * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 62 
 
COPY OF AN OUTGOING TELEGRAM     Copy Nº 1 
 

CABLE Nº 4153 
 

to [BEIJING] 
 

to KRASOVSKY for MAO ZEDONG 
 
"Cde MAO ZEDONG! 
 
We received your cipher message Nº 3511 of 13 July. We discussed all the facts in detail 
which relate to the issue of the negotiations with the enemy and have come to the 
unanimous conclusion that your point of view in the 1[3] July telegram is absolutely 
correct. 
 

FILIPPOV 14 July" 



 
Telegraph when this is done. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
One copy printed - to Cde. Stalin 
Printed by Lavreshina 14 July 1951 Nº 1118 
 

Authenticated: Section Chief 
Colonel [signature] 

(Makarov) 
 
14 July 1951 
 

[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 
to the IV Unit of the OS [Special Department]] 

VKP(b) CC Incoming Nº 545/2394/shs 15 July 1951] 
 

 * * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 63 
 
Polish Embassy           Beijing, 8 August 1951 
in Beijing 
085/1/51[added by hand]  BY COURIER [tilted stamp] 
 
     Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
     Independent Eastern Department 
     Head E. Słuczanski 
 
    The Embassy of the RP [Rzeczpospolita Polska—Polish  
    Republic] in China is enclosing an official note together  
    with annexes sent by the Embassy of the RP in Korea 
 
 
       St. Dodin 
      Charge d’Affaires of the Embassy of the RP 
       in China 
 
        Pyongyang, 15 July 1951 
 
        Copy 
 
    Official note 
 
Conference in Kaesong 
 



 The talks in Kaesong on the issue of a truce are a preamble to talks about peace in 
Korea. According to information I have from unofficial conversations, the condition for 
beginning a peace conference is the fulfillment of the following conditions by the 
American-Syngman Rhee side: 
 
1. A ceasefire on land, sea and in the air 
2. An exchange of all prisoners of war (here, people add that it is not to be one for one 
but all for all). 
3. The freeing of all political prisoners in South Korea. 
4. Keeping the transportation and machinery plundered by the Americans in Korea (it is a 
question of steam locomotives, train cars, cars and machinery, which were taken out 
during the retreat). 
5. The creation of a neutral zone, a 20-km. strip, i.e., 10 km. to the North and 10 km. to 
the South of the 38th parallel. 
 
 The question of withdrawing the American troops from Korea has left the agenda 
because the Americans claim that they cannot decide since these are League of Nations 
[sic] troops and not American ones, which is why one must talk with the League of 
Nations. The conference in Kaesong has just been suspended, formally for two reasons: 
 
a) because of the arrival of 20 journalists without approval from the delegates of the 
DPRK and the failure to reach an agreement concerning a neutral zone, since the 
Americans want to count 20 km. from the highest point of the front in the North. At the 
same time, a joint administration is being formed for the city of Kaesong and surrounding 
area within 5 kilometers. There has already been a statement from Kim Il Sung regarding 
the issues in dispute, in which he said that these are trifles and that the conference should 
not be suspended over them. The dominant belief is that the talks will be restarted and 
that an agreement will be reached. It needs to be noticed that the last two communiqués 
of the KAT talking about the front were formulated in this way: “the troops of the League 
of Nations” and not, as has been so far, American and Syngman Rhee troops. (Of course, 
if our interpreter translated it well, we drew attention to this, he said that it was written 
like that). Taking part in the conference from the DPRK are: Minister Pak Don Co, Head 
of the General Staff Na Mir, General Li Can Zo and delegates of the volunteer Chinese 
armies, General Dyn Chua and Gen[eral] Che Ban and others. 
 
Diplomatic issues […] 
 
Various […] 
     Deperasiński Ryszard 
 
Translated by Maya Latynski 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 64 
 



COPY OF AN OUTGOING TELEGRAM 
 
Copy Nº 1 
 

CABLE Nº 4277 
 

to Cde. MAO ZEDONG 
 
We have received your cipher message of 20 July. We consider your point of view about 
not insisting any more on including in the agenda the point about the withdrawal of 
foreign troops to be correct. The point about the withdrawal of foreign troops has been 
sufficiently well used by you in the negotiations to demonstrate your peacefulness on the 
one hand and the American reluctance to expedite the matter of peace on the other. Now 
this point can be deferred to another time without damage to the cause and it can be 
agreed not to include it in the agenda. 
 
 
21 July 1951    FILIPPOV 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
One copy printed - to Cde. Stalin 
Printed by Lavreshina 22 July 1951 Nº 1238 
 
Authenticated:  Major [signature] Chikarev 
 
22 July 1951 

 
[Stamp: SUBJECT TO RETURN 

to the IV Unit of the OS [Special Department]] 
VKP(b) CC Incoming Nº 546/2491/shs 22 July 1951] 

 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 65 
 
Nº 979 
  
The Embassy of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to the USSR presents its 
respects to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR and at the request of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the DPRK has the honor to ask that the favor of rendering assistance 
in the receipt of material associated with the practice of administering military prisoner of 
war camps according to the attached questionnaire not be refused. 
 
Hoping that this request will be granted, the Embassy expresses its gratitude in advance. 
 
Moscow, 31 August 1951 
 



[Korean-language seal] 
 
[Handwritten in the left margin: 
AVPRF 
F. 0102 
Op. 7 
D. 2 
p. 25 
pp. 69-70] 
 
TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE USSR 
 
1. The experience of exchanging and releasing German and Japanese POWs by the Soviet 
Union after the end of the Second World War. 
 
2. The provision concerning POW camps in the Soviet Union. 
 
3. The provision concerning joint administration of German POWs by the Soviet Union 
and allied countries. For example, if the Soviet Union controlled German POWs captured 
by the Polish Army, what was the procedure for their control? 
 
4. What work did the International Red Cross (in Geneva) do with regard to POWs and 
the warring sides, and how did both warring sides react to this work and what steps did 
both warring sides take? 
 
5. How was the issue of indemnity during the release and exchange of POWs solved? 
 
For example, what indemnity was demanded for POWs who died in an enemy POW 
camp? 
 
6. What measures of punishment were employed against criminals who committed crimes 
in a POW camp? 
 
7. Materials regarding the resolution of controversial issues regarding POWs which arose 
between the warring sides during the war. 

 
 

* * * 
DOCUMENT NO. 66 
 
Embassy of the    Pyongyang, 1 September 1951 
Polish Republic 
in Korea 
      Ministry of Foreign Affairs 



      Independent Eastern Department 
      Head SŁUCZANSKI 
 
 I am enclosing a report from the Embassy of the RP [Rzeczpospolita Polska—
Polish Republic] in the DPRK for the reporting period of July-August 1951 together with 
11 annexes. 
 
     R. Deperasinski 
     2nd secretary of the Embassy of the RP in Korea 
     Chargé d’Affaires ad in. 
      Korea, Pyongyang 1 September 1951 
 
    REPORT 
 
 1.- The July-August reporting period in Korea was marked by waiting for the 
results of negotiations on a truce in Kaesong, intensified bombardments by the American 
air force and increased efforts by the working class and peasantry to boost production. 
 
 The recently intensified bombing has caused very many victims, for instance, the 
bombing of Pyongyang and its area alone on 30 July had 10 thousand victims. On 31 July 
and 1 August they bombed non-stop, and on 1 August they used gas bombs in Enan. Also 
on 7 August they dropped gas bombs in Dynanson province. In both incidents there were 
22 poisoned soldiers, of whom 8 died and their bodies turned black. On 14 August, i.e., 
on the eve of the celebrations of the 6th anniversary of the liberation of Korea from 
Japanese occupation, some 500 planes bombed Pyongyang nearly all day long. The last 
daytime air raid was at 17:00 hours. I was in Pyongyang at 19:00. A picture of despair 
that is impossible to describe. Even though I know the city well already, we could not 
find the street. It needs to be added that there are very few houses left in Pyongyang, only 
one-level ones are left, and ruins of one- and two-storey buildings are a rarity. The 
wounded and corpses were being carried out from under the rubble. We saw scenes of 
despair, for example, children who were pushing aside the rubble with their little hands in 
search of their mothers. The bombing of Pyongyang had nothing to do with strategic 
bombing. They bombed, for example, two bazaars and there were very many victims. 
They also intensified night air raids in such a way that a plane comes every dozen 
minutes, and if he notices a light somewhere he bombs or shoots. The Americans are also 
dropping saboteurs on the territory of the Republic. Here we were officially informed on 
31 July that in the mountains that surround our valley there is a larger unit of saboteurs. 
They communicate by imitating the voices of birds and they give light signs to the air 
force. We have been forbidden to go outside in the evening without guards, and if we go 
out even with a guard then we are to have weapons on us. During the day we are also not 
allowed to go into the mountains without letting the guard unit know. 
 
 2.- The beginning of talks in Kaesong, intensified bombardments and sabotage 
have had no demobilizing influence on the Korean nation whatsoever. On the contrary, 
the effort and sacrifices of the nation are getting stronger. This example is characteristic: 



peasants who have no money, in response to numerous appeals on the radio calling for 
giving donations for airplanes and tanks bring rice and edible grasses they collect. 
 
 Production – the struggle to increase productivity to assist the front. 
 
 Workers in factories (the locations of all factories are being kept secret) are 
straining all their forces in order to increase production. Party Committees are constantly 
coming up with new methods that would explain as clearly as possible in order to 
intensify the effort during production. For example, the chief of a railway station, Kim 
Sun Pe, in close cooperation with the party organization and with workers increased the 
safety of transport on his segment. The railway workers of this station are working as 
they remember the slogan, “let’s quickly send arms and ammunition, which will destroy 
the enemy, to the front. Because of the bombardments they are working only at night, but 
during the day they inspect the tracks and the nearest railway bridges, and this way are 
working faster. With great vigilance, they guard the cars loaded with ammunition at the 
station from potential sabotage. In their free time, they clear the shattered cars off the 
tracks. Once a week, the skilled railway workers devote 5 hours per day to teach the 
unskilled. Once a week, the Party Committee of this station organizes production 
meetings with the goal of exchanging experiences at work and the experiences of leading 
workers, announcing their names in wall bulletins, urging competition and imitation of 
the leaders. This is how the railway workers are fighting the battle to improve 
transportation. The state, for its part, rewards the railway workers first. On 4 July 150 
railway workers, with the Minister of Railways at the lead, were decorated for their 
heroic deed and their tenacious work to improve transportation. Factory workers and 
miners are fighting similarly. A certain coal mine, where Kim Chun Yong is the chairman 
of the Party Committee and Pak Son Chi the manager, executed 101% of its plan of 
extracting coal in the month of May, and then they seriously raised and surpassed the pre-
war levels despite unfavorable conditions. The Party Committee played a huge role in 
this work, it organized the workers and engineers for the joint overcoming of all 
difficulties. There were great difficulties stemming from a shortage of work force and the 
insufficient mastering of techniques. Before the war, 20% of the needed workforce was 
missing, and on the day the war began 40% of the needed workforce was missing. 
Currently, the missing workers have been replaced by women. At first, the new female 
miners, unused to this work and not understanding the necessity of this work, had an 
unwilling attitude toward it. The party took on the duty of increasing productivity. It took 
on the political and technical training of the new women workers. The secretary of the 
cell, Wi In Ok organized meetings with women, explained the situation on the front, the 
importance of the mine to the front, and the duties of the working class toward the front. 
It taught them to think not only about their family and their husbands, but also with their 
soldier-husbands and soldier–sons to think of the victory as the most important task. And 
they all understood it, and since then they have been uneager to work above ground and 
were raring to work underground in the mine. The skilled miners taught techniques to the 
unskilled miners, women and men, so that now 41 new women-workers are working on 
an equal footing with the old miners on the machines. Despite the conditions of hardship, 
this mine’s Party Committee takes great care of all its workers. When one of the best 
workers reduced his output, the comrades from the cell visited him at home and it turned 



out that this worker was living in very bad conditions, which worsened in connection 
with the birth of yet another child. The comrades immediately organized assistance for 
his family, and the productivity of this worker’s work rose again. This fact elevated the 
Party’s authority among the new women-miners and the mine’s successes grew so that it 
executed 120% of the plan. 
 
 In one of the factories a department needed 6 women to perform certain work. 
The workers reorganized the work and currently only 4 women are needed for it. 2 
workers went to different work. This brigade, headed by Jan Byn Ok, every day fulfills 
16% of the plan. As a result of production meetings, exchanges of experiences, critique 
and self-critique this factory has obtained a 35% increase in production. 
 
 2.- Agriculture. The Secretary of the Party Committee of the Province 
(voivodship) of Pyongyang explained to me that the peasants who have land in the 
lowlands deliver 27% of their crops, those who have land on slopes up to 15 degrees give 
10% of their crops, and those who have land on slopes of over 15 degrees give the state 
nothing. He explained to me further that some People’s Committees have not adhered to 
the principle of the peasants giving the state 27% of crops and took 27% from everyone, 
not honoring the difference in fertility of the soil. Such incidents were stamped out by the 
Party and the state and the difference was returned to the peasants. This stand by the 
Party and state strengthens the peasants’ attachment to the country and increases their 
effort at work. 
 
 The peasants are executing their most active work currently on the eve of the 
harvest, pulling up weeds. The Secretary of the Party Committee of Pyongyang province 
told me that, for example, in the town of Ko Ana (Den Ju district) the peasants pulled up 
13 tons of weeds on the 6th anniversary of the liberation of Korea. In many localities, the 
population of cities, the army and Chinese volunteers are helping them in their work. The 
pulling up of weeds is the realization of the Party’s slogan about increasing harvests, 
about delivering food for the army and the population. 
 
 The peasants of Zagan province have given the state their villeinage of potatoes 
and barley 10 days earlier than before the war. As for the barely and potato harvest, I 
have news from some provinces that it was better than had been expected. But rice, corn, 
millet etc., which had promised to be very good because of the spring sowing campaign, 
are threatened by the rains that lasted 6 weeks, which at times took on the dimensions of 
a typhoon. 
 
 These rains were a real natural calamity, they destroyed roads, tore down bridges 
and seriously slowed down transportation. For example, on the Chzonchzongan river, 
cars cross on barges as bombs are dropped. No wonder that there are serious losses. 
During such a crossing, Choe Hon, chairman of the Supreme People’s Assembly, the 
father of the Minister of Propaganda and Agitation (a woman) perished. The roads have 
been damaged to such an extent that vehicular access to the Embassy, which lies on a 
side road, was impossible. The lake’s banks broke, the water tore up the road, in some 
places 2 meters deep, and made a channel for itself out of this road. 



 
 3.- Women. Korean women are being broadly pulled into work in factories. 
During the month of July alone, 150 women were promoted to factory directors or upper-
level factory workers. Women are also working as engine drivers on the railroads. 
According to data of the Korean Central Telegraph Agency, alone in the province of 
north Hangen during the anniversary action, 19,000 women were pulled into industry. It 
needs to be added here that the Korean woman was exceptionally oppressed during the 
Japanese occupation, so the current pulling them into industry is a great achievement of 
the Korean woman and a gain of new forces to strengthen the rears. Women, as part of 
the anniversary action of the 5th anniversary of equal rights, in northern Pyongyang 
province created 2 creches. Women alone take care of the wounded and they work hard 
and selflessly. Walking to Pyongyang, one can see them carrying the wounded on their 
backs to ambulatory stations and from there by a variety of random means of 
transportation. The Korean nurses follow the example of the nurses of the Soviet Red 
Cross. Here is the latest fact of 2 August. An ambulance was driving from the front to 
Pyongyang, a Soviet nurse was in it with the wounded, and she did not abandon them 
when the car was attacked by an American airplane and she perished together with them. 
This fact was widely discussed. A monthly has been published entitled “Korean 
Women.” 
 
 4.- Education and culture. The preparatory action to open schools on 1.IX.51 is 
being widely planned. A preparatory course for teachers of 5-grade people’s schools has 
been created, and it lasts from 1 March to 1 September, 4,600 teachers are training. In 
July a 2nd course of this type was opened for 3,200 teachers with a deadline of finishing 
in November. In Sinuiju, a Pedagogical Institute has been created, where 280 teachers are 
training for elementary middle schools (end of middle school exam). At the same time 
590 professors are being prepared for high schools (end-of-high-school exam) and 
technical schools. Following a directive from the Ministry of Education, 25 thousand 
teachers and professor for different types of people’s schools, high schools and 
universities are undergoing 3-month training. They are old, professional teachers. The 
preparation of the buildings themselves is being performed by the population of cities, 
towns and villages. The slogan has been issued: “Our school that is built by us.” The 
peasants are building schools with their own efforts, thus they bring wood from the forest, 
offer smaller building materials, pioneers are collecting old nails, the peasants are 
working for free and often donate their last savings. During meetings and rallies, calls are 
issued to make an effort to build schools. The People’s Committee stated that one of the 
peasants offered materials, which he had saved for his adolescent son, for the 
construction of a 4-room school. Pioneers in the same province collected 50% of the 
needed nails, and thus by 20 July they had executed 90% of their commitments. Half of 
the rooms are being built underground in shelters, so that during alarms lessons can be 
conducted. Teams of Chinese volunteers are assisting in the construction of the schools, 
especially the shelter-schools, just as they are helping with harvests or with pulling up 
weeds, and so on. The Chinese-Korean brotherhood and friendship can be noticed 
everywhere. On the 24th anniversary of the existence of the Chinese People’s Army, 
workers and Korean women sent many letters and gifts to the Chinese volunteers. 
 



 The opening of schools on 1 September is a courageous and difficult undertaking 
of the DPRK Government. The Minister of Education has told me that the difficulties that 
are emerging in connection to the opening of the schools fill many people with pessimism. 
Later in our conversation, he implied that he is counting on Poland to help school youth 
of the DPRK materially. Then he presented the issue of education in numbers. Before 25 
June 1950, 1.5 million children of 7-13 years of age went to school. Now, the register 
conducted by 1 July yielded the number of 1,080 thousand children. There are 7,600 
orphans among children of school age. Minister Pak Ham Un said that they must 
immediately provide clothes and, what is most important, shoes for 450 thousand 
children, and apart from that he fears that during winter in freezing temperatures many 
children will have to interrupt school for lack of clothing. To print school text books, they 
immediately need 200 tons of paper. They also need 11,230 thousand notebooks, 2.5 
million dip pens with nibs, 15 million pencils and the same number of erasers for pencils, 
chalk for writing on blackboards, school bags, ink. Korea itself can deliver only 50% of 
chalk, ink and school bags. Further, they need towels, handkerchiefs and medicines for 
first-aid cases. The minister also told me that supplementary feeding of children in 
schools needs to be organized, and for now no one knows where they can get the 
appropriate amounts of products for supplementary feeding. 
 
 On 2 July, a so-called war industrial school was opened in north Pyongyang 
province. It is called “war” because so far only war invalids or the sons of those who fell 
defending the motherland can go to it. Five military schools were recently opened in the 
territory of the DPRK. 
 
  Kim Il Sung, in his speech directed to writers and artists, said that in their daily 
work they should in writing demonstrate numerous examples of the heroism of the 
Korean nation, demonstrate the manliness and heroism of the army. In writing about 
heroes to demonstrate their working class or peasant origins. To write and show the 
barbarism of the Americans and Syngman Rhee-ites. The writers’ and artists’ 
appearances and works should be characterized by sacred patriotism. Writers and artists 
should utilize criticism and self-criticism. As they write, they should model themselves 
on the works of the leading country, the Soviet Union, and the people’s democracies. 
 
 5.- National Holidays and Celebrations/ The July-August reporting period was 
rich in numerous celebrations and national holidays. Taking into account that before the 
outbreak of the war there were only 3 diplomatic posts in Korea, and now there are 7, this 
was the first time that such populous and ceremonious commemorations took place for in 
Korea. 
 
 On 1 July, the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China organized a banquet on 
the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the creation of the Chinese Communist Party. 
About 40 persons were present. Politburo member, minister of finance Choe Changik (he 
was in the delegation to Poland in the month of March of this year) spoke on behalf of the 
Workers’ Party. Present were representatives of all diplomatic posts. The DPRK 
government was represented by the vice-premier, minister of propaganda and minister of 
security. The Chinese ambassador gave a 15-minute speech, then representatives of the 



diplomatic posts in turn took the floor and raised toasts to honor Mao Zedong, Stalin and 
Kim Il Sung. 
 
 On 11 July at 21:00 hours, the Embassy of the Mongolian People’s Republic put 
on a ceremonious celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Republic. Some 200 people 
were present. The reception took place in the hall of the CC Workers’ Party. There was 
not a single speech, which looked a bit strange in view of the importance of the 
celebration. Present were: the whole Government, Pak Jeongae, a few members of the CC 
of the Party, representatives of the press, Lab[or] Un[ions], Women’s, Youth Un[ions] etc. 
 
 On 22 July, the Embassy of RP [Polish Republic] in the DPRK organized in the 
CC of the Party hall in Pyongyang, deep underground, a celebration of the National 
Holiday of the Rebirth of Poland. The room was decorated with: portraits of President 
Bierut, Stalin and Kim Il Sung, flowers, little flags of the countries of people’s 
democracy whose representatives are present in the DPRK, so the Soviet Union, the 
People’s Republic of China, the Mongolian People’s Republic, the People’s Republic of 
Hungary, People’s Republic of Romania and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, stood 
on the main table. Little Polish flags and a lot of flowers stood on all the tables. 
 
 Over a hundred people were present, including the whole Government with 
president Kim Dubong and vice-premier and minister of foreign affairs Pak Heonyeong 
in the lead, members of the CC of the Party, Pak Jeongae, members of the General Staff 
of the Korean People’s Army, Chinese volunteers, members of the Central Council of the 
Council of Lab[or] Un[ions], Un[ion] of Dem[ocratic]Wom[en], Youth, labor heroes, 
peasants’ delegates, artists, the press, the Korean Central Telegraphic Agency and the 
diplomatic corps. The presence of the Ambassador of the Soviet Un[ion], Razuvaev, who 
apart from our reception was present only at the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the 
Mongolian People’s Republic and the 6th anniversary of the liberation of Korea from 
Japanese occupation. Kim Il Sung was absent, as during all the celebrations, but his 
secretary, Mun Il, apologized twice for Kim Il Sung’s absence, adding that he had wanted 
very much to come especially to the Poles’, but the arrival of Gen. Nam Il from Kaesong 
because of a [no number]-day break impeded him. I made a 10-minute speech in Russian 
to open the reception. In the middle of the reception, which lasted 4 hours (receptions last 
a long time here) the film “Wide Road” was shown. After the film I invited all the guests 
for black coffee, fruit liqueurs and sweets. Polish ham, vodka, cigarettes and sweets were 
greatly appreciated. The evening ended in a joyful mood with the singing of 
revolutionary and national songs. 
 
 The National Holiday of the Rebirth of Poland met with lively interest in the 
DPRK. The Korean press ran many articles in which it presents the history of the 
liberation of Poland as well as achievements in industry, agriculture, construction etc. to 
its readers. (We will include a translation into Russian of an article from the central organ 
of the Workers’ Party, Rodong Sinmun.) Our film “Wide Road” won great recognition. A 
few days later, I was told that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs put on a special discussion 
evening devoted to this film. 
 



 On 1 August a celebration of the 24th anniversary of the creation of the Chinese 
People’s Army took place. About a hundred people were present, including numerous 
representatives of the Chinese volunteers and of the Korean People’s Army. Present were 
all diplomats, apart from the Chargé d’Affaires of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. 
On that day, Pyongyang and the surrounding area were powerfully bombarded. Because 
of the bombardments and the poor state of the roads, the reception began 1.5 hours late. 
The Chargé d’Affaires of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic did not come to the 
reception, explaining that one should not be late. The hall was decorated with a large 
number of photographs illustrating the fighting of the Chinese volunteers in Korea. 
During the reception, a documentary film about the celebration of the creation of the 
People’s Republic of China was shown. The Chinese Ambassador, and no one of the 
military people, was the host of the reception. 
 
 On 15 August, the 6th anniversary of the liberation of Korea from Japanese 
occupation, was celebrated solemnly. 
 
 The working class and the peasantry have documented with their anniversary 
actions that they are prepared for further fighting to defend the sovereignty of their 
country. The government gave numerous awards for service to raise the output of work, 
increasing assistance from the rears to the front and for various heroic deeds of the 
civilian population on the 6th anniversary of the liberation of Korea from Japanese 
occupation. Railway workers were decorated first of all, already on 4 July, then social 
workers, [industrial] workers, peasants, writers etc. 150 railway workers, 101 social 
workers and 1,251 others were decorated. 
 
 The decorations are as follows: (1) Order of the National Flag, I, II and III class, 
(2) Order of Labor, (3) Freedom and Independence Order, (4) Order of Heroic Fighter, (5) 
Medal for Heroic Deed, (6) Medal for Service. 
 
 The central celebration of the anniversary took place inn Pyongyang. The 
celebration of the anniversary was to comprise 3 parts: an exhibition of the achievements 
and accomplishments of the DPRK, a celebration and a reception. The organization of the 
exhibition was begun formally and practically on 1 August. The exhibition was to have a 
section on the countries of people’s democracy. The Ambassador of the RP [Polish 
Republic] in Korea gave photographs, books in Polish about Korea, propaganda materials, 
2 films (“Wide Road” and “Chronicle”), a state flag and portraits. For their part, the 
Koreans also gave examples of Polish gifts to Korea to the exhibition. The exhibition was 
to be opened on 14 August. On that day, Pyongyang experienced the most powerful 
bombing since the beginning of the war. The exhibition was bombed, and 13 people, 
employees of the Ministry of Propaganda and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who were 
busy preparing the opening of the exhibition, perished. The solemn commemoration took 
place on 14 August at 20:00, and 800 people were present. The commemoration took 
place in a newly built theater 40 meters underground. The roster of those present included: 
Kim Il Sung, Dubong, all members of the Government, representatives of the army, a 
numerous delegation of Chinese volunteers, representatives of social organizations, the 
diplomatic corps, and so on. Kim Dubong opened, Kim Il Sung made the programmatic 


