International
Center
for Scholars

‘7’ Woodrow Wilson

DREW THOMPSON

Drew Thompson is the Director of China Studies and Starr Senior Fellow at The Nixon Center in
Washington, DC. He was formerly the National Ditrector of the China-MSD HIV/AIDS Partnership in
Beijing, a 5 year, $30 million HIV/AIDS program established by Merck & Co. and the Chinese Ministry
of Health. His previous position was Assistant Director to the Freeman Chair in China Studies at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, DC. Mr. Thompson was the
founder and President of a Washington, D.C. company that manufactured snack food and pet food in
Qingdao, China. From 1993 to 1998, Mr. Thompson lived in Shanghai where he was the General
Manager of a U.S. freight forwarding and logistics firm, overseeing offices in Beijing, Shanghai, and
Nanjing. Mr. Thompson was also the founder and Chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce
Transportation and Logistics Committee in Shanghai. He has traveled extensively throughout China in
both urban and rural areas. Mr. Thompson has an M.A. in Government from Johns Hopkins University
(2004). Since then, Mr. Thompson authored articles on international security, public health and
HIV/AIDS in numerous journals and newspapers.

MICHAEL R. TAYLOR

Mike Taylor is a research professor at The George Washington University School of Public Health and
Health Services. His public health research agenda focuses on policy, resource, and institutional issues
that affect the success of public health agencies in carrying out their prevention missions. He co-founded
and chairs the Steering Committee of the Food Safety Research Consortium, a multi-disciplinary
collaborative effort among seven research institutions to improve food safety priority setting and
decision-making. Mr. Taylor is also a senior fellow with The Partnership to Cut Hunger and Poverty in
Africa and conducts research on policies of the United States that affect agriculture-led economic growth
and poverty reduction in Africa. Prior to joining the faculty of The George Washington University, Mr.
Taylor was a professor at the University of Maryland’s School of Medicine and a senior fellow at
Resources for the Future. Mr. Taylor has served in government as Administrator of USDA’s Food Safety
and Inspection Service (1994-1996), Deputy Commissioner for Policy at the Food and Drug
Administration (1991-1994), and FDA staff lawyer and Executive Assistant to the FDA Commissioner
(1976-1981). In the private sector, he established and led the food and drug law practice at King &
Spalding and was Vice President for Public Policy at Monsanto Company. Mr. Taylor received his law
degree from the University of Virginia and his B.A. in political science from Davidson College.

PAUL B YOUNG

Paul Young gained a BSc (Hons) from the University of Ulster before moving to The Queen’s University
of Belfast to complete a PhD investigating aspects of nutritional biochemistry. He was employed in the
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development for Northern Ireland (DARDNI) for more than 25
years, before taking up an appointment with Waters Corporation in 2007. During his time with
DARDNI, he was involved in implementation of EU legislation pertaining to food safety analysis,
focusing on the control of chemical contaminants in food of animal origin. He has acted as a consultant
on behalf of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) during technical cooperation projects,
offering advice to developing countries on the development and implementation of food safety control
programs. He has assisted the European Commission by organizing and delivering training courses in
China and Thailand and has acted as a “national expert” auditor for the Food and Veterinary Office
(FVO) of the European Commission in their inspection program to approve third countries to export
foodstuffs to the EU.



