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CALL TO ORDER
Laura Dawson, Director, Canada Institute 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

WELCOME
Gord Nixon, Dinner Chair 
former President and CEO, Royal Bank of Canada

THE WILSON CENTER’S CANADA INSTITUTE 
Congresswoman Jane Harman, Director, President, and CEO 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

CANADA INSTITUTE VIDEO

DINNER
PERFORMANCE BY THE TENORS

PRESENTATION OF THE AWARDS
THE WOODROW WILSON AWARD FOR CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP

Mr. William Downe, Chief Executive Officer  
BMO Financial Group

TRIBUTE VIDEO

THE WOODROW WILSON AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston  
Governor General of Canada  

TRIBUTE VIDEO

CLOSING REMARKS
Laura Dawson, Director, Canada Institute 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

DINNER PROGRAM
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MR. WILLIAM DOWNE  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
BMO FINANCIAL GROUP 

William Downe    
is Chief Executive 
Officer of BMO 
Financial Group. 
He was appointed 
CEO on March 1, 
2007.

Mr. Downe joined 
Bank of Montreal 

in 1983 and held a variety of senior 
management positions in Canada and 
the U.S. In 1999, he was appointed 
Vice-Chair, Bank of Montreal and 
in 2001, he was named Deputy 
Chair, BMO Financial Group & Chief 
Executive Officer, BMO Nesbitt Burns. 
In 2006, he was appointed Chief 
Operating Officer of BMO  
Financial Group.

Mr. Downe is a director of 
ManpowerGroup Inc. and a member 
of their Executive Compensation and 
Human Resources Committee. He is 
on the Rush University Medical Center 
Board of Trustees, and is a member of 
their Development and Compensation 
and Human Resources Committees.  
Mr. Downe is a director of Catalyst 
Inc. and a member of their Audit 
Committee and serves as Chair of 
Catalyst’s Canadian Advisory Board.  
Additionally, he is on the board of 
the Business Council of Canada 
as well as their Governance and 
Nominating Committee.  Mr. Downe 
is a member of the Government of 
Canada’s Advisory Council on Women 
Entrepreneurs and Business Leaders, 
an advisory board member of the 
Rotman School of Management 

Martin Prosperity Institute (MPI) at the 
University of Toronto, and a member 
of the Economic Club of Chicago.  Mr. 
Downe served on the board of the 
International Monetary Conference 
(IMC) and was a member of their 
Nominating Committee.  He served on 
the National Executive Committee of 
the 2015 Governor General Canadian 
Leadership Conference and is Past 
President of the Federal Reserve 
Board’s Federal Advisory Council.

Mr. Downe is the only Canadian 
member of the International Business 
Leaders Advisory Council of the 
Mayor of Beijing (IBLAC). He is also a 
member of the International Advisory 
Council of Guanghua School of 
Management at Peking University.

Mr. Downe is a member of the St. 
Michael’s Hospital Foundation Board,  
a member of the Executive Committee, 
and a member of the Campaign 
Cabinet.  He is also a member of the 
campaign executive for The Campaign 
for the University of Toronto. Mr. 
Downe served as Chairman of the 
2009 Campaign Cabinet for United 
Way of Greater Toronto, and is also 
past Chair of the Board of Directors  
of St. Michael’s Hospital.

Mr. Downe holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Wilfrid Laurier 
University and a Master of Business 
Administration from the University 
of Toronto. In 2016, he received 
an Honorary Doctor of Laws from 
the Lazaridis School of Business 
and Economics at Wilfrid Laurier 
University.  Mr. Downe also received 
the Rotman Distinguished Business 
Alumni Award from the Joseph L. 
Rotman School of Management  
in 2003.

WOODROW WILSON AWARD 
FOR CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP

HONOUREE
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WOODROW WILSON AWARD 
FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

HONOUREE

HIS EXCELLENCY  
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE   
DAVID JOHNSTON  
GOVERNOR GENERAL  
OF CANADA

David Johnston  
began his 
professional 
career as 
an assistant 
professor in 
the Faculty of 
Law at Queen’s 
University in 
1966, moving to 

the University of Toronto’s Faculty 
of Law in 1968. He became dean of 
the Faculty of Law at the University 
of Western Ontario in 1974. In 1979, 
he was named principal and vice-
chancellor of McGill University, and 
in July 1994, he returned to teaching 
as a full-time professor in the McGill 
Faculty of Law. In June 1999, he 
became the fifth president of the 
University of Waterloo.

Mr. Johnston has served on many 
provincial and federal task forces 
and committees, and has also 
served on the boards of a number of 
public companies. He was president 
of the Association of Universities 
and Colleges of Canada and of 
the Conférence des recteurs et 
des principaux des universités du 
Québec. He was the founding chair 
of the National Round Table on the 
Environment and the Economy and 
chaired the federal government’s 
Information Highway Advisory 
Council.

His academic specializations include 
securities regulation, information 
technology and corporate law.  
Mr. Johnston holds an LL.B. from 
Queen’s University (1966); an LL.B. 
from the University of Cambridge 
(1965); and an AB from Harvard 
University (1963). While at Harvard, 
he was twice selected for the  
All-American hockey team and  
was named to Harvard’s Athletic Hall 
of Fame. He was the first  
non-American to chair Harvard’s 
Board of Overseers.

He is the author or co-author of  
25 books including new editions, 
holds honorary doctorates from over 
25 universities and is a Companion  
of the Order of Canada.

He was born in Sudbury, Ontario,  
and is married to Sharon Johnston. 
They have five daughters and  
13 grandchildren.

Sworn in on October 1, 2010, His 
Excellency the Right Honourable 
David Johnston is the 28th governor 
general since Confederation. 
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Bell congratulates His Excellency the Right 
Honourable David Johnston, Governor General 
of Canada, on receiving the Award for Public 
Service, and Mr. William Downe, Chief Executive 
Officer of BMO Financial Group, on receiving 
the Award for Corporate Citizenship.

Your dedication to supporting Canadian- 
American relations is an inspiration to us all.

Celebrating leaders 
 in our community.



WE ARE PLEASED TO PAY TRIBUTE

TO THE 2016 WOODROW WILSON HONOUREES

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE DAVID JOHNSTON,

GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA

FOR PUBLIC SERVICE AND

WILLIAM DOWNE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,

BMO FINANCIAL GROUP

FOR CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP.

WARM CONGRATULATIONS FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND 

INSPIRING LEADERSHIP OVER SO MANY DECADES.



Thank you.

Increasing awareness.
Promoting dialogue.
Strengthening bonds.

BMO Financial Group commends the 
Wilson Center Canada Institute for 
its unwavering support of Canada‑U.S. 
relations, and consequently, the 
well‑being of all.



Bennett Jones is pleased to 
support the

Wilson Center’s Canada 
Institute Awards Dinner. 

Your lawyer. Your law �rm. Your business advisor.

At Barrick Gold Corporation, we see our 
company as a vehicle for drawing the best 
out of our people, providing them with 
opportunities to enhance their lives and 
their careers. We challenge each other to 
continually test our own limits, and our 
conception of what is possible. We believe 
there is only one way to truly advance — 
together.

We would like to congratulate His Excellency 
the Right Honourable David Johnston and 
Mr. William Downe, this year’s recipients of 
the Woodrow Wilson Awards for public 
service and corporate citizenship; two 
exceptional leaders who are passionately 
committed to helping others create 
prosperity and progress. 

MANULIFE CONGRATULATES His Excellency the  

Right Honourable David Johnson, Governor General of Canada on 

receiving the 2016 Woodrow Wilson Award for Public Service, and 

William Downe, Chief Executive Officer, BMO Financial Group on 

receiving the Woodrow Wilson Award for Corporate Citizenship.

Your dedication, philanthropy and selfless service speaks volumes 

about your commitment to improving society and the lives of others.

You have inspired us.



Scotiabank is proud to support

The Woodrow  
Wilson Center
We congratulate His Excellency  
the Right Honourable David Johnston  
on receiving the Award for Public Service 
and Mr. William Downe on receiving  
the Award for Corporate Citizenship.

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia.
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Join Us in Winnipeg
Join the Wilson Center’s Canada institute as 
we confer the Award for Public Service to

The Honourable Gary Doer
Former Ambassador of Canada to the United States

Former Premier of Manitoba

On October 20, 2016 at the Manitoba Club

For more information please visit: 
https://support.wilsoncenter.org/winnipeg2016 

or contact us at savannah.boylan@wilsoncenter.org 
or by phone at 202.691.4301

Want to Get Involved?
Join the Canada Institute Advisory Board
The only public policy forum in the world dedicated to the full spectrum of  Canada- U.S. issues

We connect you with prominent people, fresh ideas, and innovative solutions: 

People. Corporate advisory board members have access to world-class scholars, staff, and issue experts offering 
unmatched insight to public policy challenges and opportunities.

Ideas. The Canada Institute’s signature programming, which emphasizes the importance of nonpartisan research, 
is a highly regarded and credible source of information on both domestic and international issues. 

Policy. The Wilson Center’s deep ties with Washington helps the Canada Institute and its members to connect 
with leading policymakers.

Membership on the Canada Institute Advisory Board ensures that your organization is an active

participant in shaping key Canada-U.S. issues. 

For more information, contact Laura.Dawson@wilsoncenter.org.



wilsoncenter.org/program/canada-institute

facebook.com/CanadaInstitute 

@CanadaInstitute

TheWilsonCenter

202.691.4301

ABOUT THE  
CANADA INSTITUTE
The Canada Institute is based in Washington, DC and is the only 
public policy forum in the world dedicated to the full spectrum 
of Canada-U.S. issues. Founded in 2001, the Canada Institute is 
funded by private sector donations and a modest Congressional 
appropriation. The Institute works in close partnership with the 
Canadian Embassy in Washington to promote awareness and 
understanding of Canada-U.S. issues, especially among U.S. 
legislators. The Canada Institute Advisory Board Co-Chairs are 
Hon. David Jacobson, Hon. Gary Doer, and Hugh MacKinnon.

On issues ranging from trade and supply chains to security, borders, 
energy, health and the environment, the Canada Institute builds 
and sustains the dialogue on key Canada-U.S. concerns. Each year, 
the Institute hosts dozens of public seminars, holds student and 
business group briefings, funds Canadian scholars and scholarship, 
and produces research reports on important bilateral issues.  
All programming and publications are provided free of charge.

The Canada Institute is one of the most important resources of the 
Wilson Center. Established by the U.S. Congress, the Wilson Center 
provides a trusted non-partisan platform, producing actionable 
ideas that bridge the gap between scholarship and policy. The 
Wilson Center was ranked this year as one of the top five think 
tanks in the United States and one of the top ten worldwide.

The Wilson Award is a cornerstone of our mission. Given to a select 
group of leaders, it celebrates those who show extraordinary 
commitment to service in the spirit of Woodrow Wilson. Previous 
honorees include the Honorable Henry A. Kissinger; Hillary Rodham 
Clinton; the Right Honourable Stephen Harper, and Mr. Stephen 
Lewis, to name a few.

© Copyright 2016, The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, All Rights Reserved.


