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Carl Atkin is partner and head of research at Bidwells Agribusiness, an international provider of consulting and management services to the farming, bioenergy, and agri-investment sectors. He leads a team that analyzes and interprets the implications of commodity market trends, as well as of global agricultural, environmental, and rural policy, on food and farming industries. Mr. Atkin’s consulting experience extends from the United Kingdom and Europe to the former Soviet Union and Africa, and includes studies on investment opportunities and collaborations with overseas partners on implementation strategies. 
Gary R. Blumenthal is president and chief executive officer of World Perspectives, Inc. (WPI), a global food and agricultural market analysis and strategy consulting firm. The company serves multinational agribusiness firms, producer groups, and government agencies around the world. Mr. Blumenthal joined WPI in 1994 after 14 years of service with the U.S. government, which included the posts of chief of staff at the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Special Assistant to the President for Agricultural Trade and Food Assistance, and Deputy Assistant to the President for Cabinet Affairs. He has also worked for the U.S. Congress and the U.S. Air Force.
David Hallam is deputy director, Trade and Markets Division, at the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Earlier at FAO, he was chief of the Trade and Market Division’s Trade Policy Service as well as chief of Raw Materials, Tropical and Horticultural Products Service, for the Commodities and Trade Division. Prior to FAO, Dr. Hallam was based at the University of Reading (United Kingdom), where he served as director of the Centre for Agricultural Strategy and as a senior lecturer in agricultural economics. He is a former editor of the Journal of Agricultural Economics and has published a variety of material on food and agriculture. 

Chido Makunike is an agricultural commodities exporter based in Dakar, Senegal. He partners with Agrecol-Afrique, a Senegal-based sustainable agriculture training center, to supply dry hibiscus to a tea-making company in Germany. This project is supported by 800 small-scale farmers in Thies, Senegal. Separately, Mr. Makunike is a freelance writer and an agricultural consultant. He also manages a blog, African Agriculture. Previously, he coordinated the Africa office of the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements. Earlier, he was a farmer in his native Zimbabwe, where he grew vegetable crops and dried herbs. 
Ruth Meinzen-Dick is a senior research fellow with the Environment and Production Technology division at the International Food Policy Research Institute, where she has been based since 1989. Her research deals with water resource management, property rights, and collective action. Much of her fieldwork has been conducted in South Asia and Southern Africa. Dr. Meinzen-Dick’s recent publications focus on agricultural research, livelihoods, and poverty; gender and collective action in the context of agriculture and natural resource management; irrigation institutions; and water rights.
Raul Q. Montemayor is national manager of the Federation of Free Farmers Cooperatives, Inc. (FFFCI) in the Philippines. He also manages the head office activities of FFFCI’s mother organization, the Federation of Free Farmers. Concurrently, he is a vice president of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers (IFAP), a world farmers organization representing over 600 million farm families in 79 countries. Additionally, Mr. Montemayor serves as a private sector adviser to the Philippine government in the World Trade Organization (WTO), and as a board member of the International Food and Agricultural Trade Policy Council.
Alexandra Spieldoch is director of the Trade and Global Governance Program (TGG) at the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy. The TGG program promotes policies and democratic institutions that support human rights, a healthy environment, and fairer rules in food and agriculture. Ms. Spieldoch has published research and popular education materials on international policy from human rights and development perspectives. Previously, she coordinated the secretariat for the International Gender and Trade Network and co-directed the Global Women’s Project at the Center of Concern.
