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Heloísa Helena - PSOL

Arguably the most influential woman in Brazilian politics, Heloísa Helena is the PSOL presidential candidate for this year’s elections. Expelled from the PT for voting down what she considered a “neoliberal” pension reform proposed by Lula, Helena is a formidable challenger from the left.
Heloísa Helena was born in 1962 a small town called Pão de Açúcar, in the Northeast state of Alagoas. She graduated in nursing and became a professor in epidemiology at the Heath Research Center of the Federal University of Alagoas. Early political activities involved the Student’s Movement and later the Teacher’s and Syndical Movements.

She began her career in politics in 1992 when she became vice-mayor of Maceió, the capital of the Northeast state of Alagoas, through a PSB/PT coalition. The election represented the first loss for Alagoas’ oligarchies in Maceio’s municipal government
In 1994, Helena was elected a state deputy of Alagoas. As a representative of the Democratic and Popular Movement, she became known for her efforts to incorporate social issues such as health, education, and land reform, into legislative discussions. She also supported popular movements, such as the Landless Movement (Movimento dos Sem Terra) and the Roofless Movement (Movimento dos Sem Teto), and became famous for her powerful speeches advocating for human rights and humanitarian causes. 
In 1998, Helena was elected Senator for the state of Alagoas, with over 55 percent of the vote. Two years later, she was elected opposition leader in the Senate. In 2003, Heloísa Helena, Luciana Genro, Babá, and João Fontes were all expelled from the Workers' Party after voting against Lula’s alleged neoliberal pension reform. After collecting more than 438,000 signatures, they created Brazil's 29th officially recognized political party, PSOL.
In November 2005, Heloísa Helena was elected by the magazine Forbes Brasil as the Most Influential Woman in Brazilian Politics and the Legislature. In December she was elected Personality of The Year 2005 by the magazine Isto É Gente.

Source: Candidate’s official website, www.heloisahelena.com.br.  
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