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Thank you, Anita, and thanks also to the Wilson Center’s Conflict Prevention Project for co-sponsoring this event with Citizens for Global Solutions.  I also would like to express my appreciation to three members of the Citizens for Global Solutions staff – Don Kraus, Heather Hamilton, and Harpinder Athwal – for everything they did to make today happen.

Citizens for Global Solutions is a national membership organization that seeks to build a world in which nations work together to abolish war, protect our rights and freedoms, and confront those problems that no one nation can solve by itself.  To that end, our educational fund works to engage American citizens, our advocacy arm lobbies U.S. officials, and our political action committee supports House and Senate candidates who share our principles.

Our members are committed to the fundamental principle that we live in and are connected to the rest of the world.  We believe that the United States cannot hope to solve the world’s problems by acting on its own. 

Choose a major issue confronting the world today – for example, international terrorism, environmental degradation, HIV/AIDS, failed states, or human rights abuses.  We cannot begin to address any of them without first acknowledging both their complexity and the world’s interconnectedness.  

Citizens for Global Solutions believes that what happens abroad affects our security, our jobs, our health, and even our freedoms.  We need the world, and it needs us.  We are at our best as a nation when we engage the world.  We cannot withdraw from it, nor can we ignore it when we choose to act.  Citizens for Global Solutions believes that the United States can and should take a leadership role in the world – in partnership with our allies and international institutions.

That is why we have championed the International Criminal Court and pushed for Senate ratification of the Law of The Sea Treaty.  That is why we have promoted fully funding effective peacekeeping operations and support strengthened regional security organizations.  And that is why we strongly support efforts to reform the United Nations so that it can address the myriad challenges of a new century.

That brings me to the topic of our discussion today: the UN High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.    

The past two years have not been good ones for the United Nations.  From Afghanistan to Iraq, from Liberia to Sudan, it sometimes seems that the UN has spent much more time on the sidelines than it has in the game.  President Bush’s decision to walk away from the UN in Iraq has not helped.  But neither has the repeated refusal of other states to live up to the principles of the UN charter – as demonstrated most recently by the weeks of dithering leading up to Saturday’s watered-down Security Council resolution on Sudan.  

The organization is broken and it needs to be fixed – but not abandoned.  

During his September 2003 address to the United Nations General Assembly, Secretary General Kofi Annan acknowledged that the UN has 

come to a fork in the road. This may be a moment no less decisive than 1945 itself, when the United Nations was founded . . . I believe the time is ripe for a hard look at fundamental policy issues, and at the structural changes that may be needed in order to strengthen them. History is a harsh judge: it will not forgive us if we let this moment pass. 

To take that hard look, he established the High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change.

Citizens for Global Solutions regards the work of the High Level Panel as one of the most important contributions to the effort to design a realistic and workable international security architecture for the 21st Century.  The Secretary-General has instructed the Panel to examine how the United Nations can best ensure effective collective action against  today's global threats.  Its recommendations are to include, but not be limited to, a thorough review of the principal organs of the United Nations.

Today we are honored to have with us one of the Panel’s distinguished members, the Honorable Gareth Evans.  Since January 2000, Gareth Evans has served as  President of the Brussels-based International Crisis Group, an independent organization whose hundred-plus staff work on five continents to prevent and resolve deadly conflict.  He came to ICG after 21 years in Australian politics, thirteen of them as a Cabinet Minister. 

As Foreign Minister (1988-96) he was best known internationally for his role in developing the UN peace plan for Cambodia, helping to conclude the Chemical Weapons Convention, and helping to initiate a new Asia Pacific regional economic and security architecture. He has written or edited eight books and has published over eighty articles on foreign relations, human rights and legal and constitutional reform. 

He served as Co-Chair of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, which published its report, The Responsibility to Protect, in December 2001. He currently is a member of the Zedillo International Task Force on Global Public Goods, the Blix Commission on Weapons of Mass Destruction, and, of course, the High Level Panel.  

His visit to Washington represents the first time that any member of the High Level Panel has discussed its work here publicly.  Gareth, welcome.

