
Geraldo Alckmin - PSDBGeraldo José Rodrigues Alckmin Filho was born on November 7, 1952, in Pindamonhangaba, São Paulo. He is considered left of center. He is married to Maria Lúcia Ribeiro Alckmin and has three children: Sophia, Geraldo and Thomaz. He graduated from the Taubaté University School of Medicine, in São Paulo, and has a specialization in Anesthesiology. 
His political career began in 1972 when he was 19 years old. In his first year of college, Alckmin became a member of the MDB - Movimento Democrático Brasileiro (Brazilian Democratic Movement). At that time, he was already Pindamonhangaba's councilor. During his first term in office, he was chosen to be the City Council's president. Some years later, in 1976, he was elected Mayor of Pindamonhangaba, a position he occupied for six years. In 1982, was elected state representative of São Paulo. 

In 1986 he was elected state deputy of São Paulo by the PMDB. Alckmin was PMDB vice-leader in the Constituent Assembly, where he became one of the founding members of the PSDB. In 1990, he was reelected congressman - the fourth most voted legislator from the PSDB/SP. During his second term in office, he wrote the Consumer Protection Code (Código de Defesa do Consumidor). He was also involved in one of the projects that further became the Organic Law of Social Assistance (Lei Orgânica da Assistência Social) and author of the bill that facilitates and regulates the donation of organs for transplantations.

In the 1994 elections, Alckmin was elected Lieutenant Governor together with Mário Covas. During his first year, he was appointed chairman of the Board of the State Program for the Participation of Private Entities in the Provision of Public Services and Implementation of Public Works (Conselho Diretor do Programa Estadual de Participação da Iniciativa Privada na Prestação de Serviços Públicos e na Execução de Obras de Infra-Estrutura). In 1996, Alckmin became the chairman of the Board of the State Privatization Program (Conselho Diretor do Programa Estadual de Desestatização - PED). 

In 1998, while Mário Covas was on leave to fight the reelection, Alckmin served as the acting governor from July 6 to November 9. On October 5, 1998, he was re-elected lieutenant governor for a second term.

In 2000, he took a leave from his position to take part in the election to be the mayor of the city of São Paulo, when he won with 17 percent of the votes. On March 6, 2001, he became the state's governor. Alckmin was elected governor of the state of São Paulo on October 27, 2002, for the 2003-2006 term, with more than 12 million votes (58.64% of all valid votes).
During his campaign for the presidency, Alckmin has had to work hard to establish himself as a nationally-recognized figure on par with his opponent in the 2006 election. In particular, he has been critical of Lula’s economic policies, as well as his failure to participate in televised debates among the candidates. Nonetheless, Alckmin has come under fire for his policies as governor of São Paulo, cited as a reason for the widespread street violence and subsequent police repression in June and July following several prison uprisings.
Source: State of São Paulo’s official website, www.saopaulo.sp.gov.br/ingles.
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