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Russia has the second-largest stock of migrants in
the world after the United States,. About 5
million of 14 million in Russia are “new”
migrants, who moved after breakup of Soviet
Union.

Percent Foreign Born, 2000
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Much is known and there is an extensive
literature on the destinations of migrants into the
United States. Much less is known about the
destination choices of migrants into Russia.

The paper tests three factors influencing
destination choice of migrants in Russia 1) ethnic
factors 2) economic factors such as large income
disparities among Russian regions and 3) other
factors, such as distance.

Net Migration Flows by Country, 1989 to 2008
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Russia has become the migration magnet within
the Eurasia migration system.

Figure 1: Administrative Divisions of Russia
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Key to numbered regions
1. Adygey 4. North Ossetia 7. Mordvidia 10. Udmurtia
2. Karachay-Cherkess 5. Ingushetia 8. Chuvashia * Moscow
3. Kabardino-Balkar 6. Chechniya 9. Mari-El
Russia is divided into 89 regions, which are the
units of analysis. Data for the study are from
migration flow statistics, and data on place-of-
birth in the 1989 and 2002 population censuses,
and labor migration statistics.
Figure 2: Immigration by Region, 1993 to 2009
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Source: Rosstat, Demographic Yearbook (annual editions).
Border regions and regions of economic growth
in destinati hile mi t
dare main destinations, wniie migrants are
concentrated .
A Figure 3: Number of Immigrants by Region, 1993 to 2009
Ef\@h@‘_ ) ( 2 R
3 - -
1/"] (
\\j v_’,»
SLRY
Kﬁé’*-;f }:}Y)% &;w%\% e FIE o
g w‘a&@fgwﬁimfxﬁgm - T S
T e y
»}g 7 Ly . L—/}nq /)k%f",
e Lo B,
T o« b )N
- 4 (‘/" A, : 7 — \}7/'\«:'2, t
e o) 5 o N
V\“f;.z;:fflyL kt‘y‘kf& s i :;‘ & Mo 3P 79/ Y
<, ‘-% J < Y S
N,
(( ,JM}’ w‘ )(H G Z &
YT\ C \ e— 4 & o —
E Ty MUA, = < L
(T’\/ ”‘r":\:’(“ﬁf : - T’\ b :‘?ri
\\\ L;/ - ) — 3 \ )‘ ?‘
A / W, ~ 7 Fid
g i ™~
(v ,,,,, § k
b N s /'“( &l ;J/\é
N “ §
S L
- “ /\44 . 14
& — N
<:->1,~3\‘“\J~m : -
>/ e’\; & 4 i
oy T \;{f Y
\? gz \‘Ag, ﬁ'\‘\ f : i
O ” p. N Ay
r(\ : V‘; \u’(\/l V‘/ /ﬁ\;j‘ Pas \/ﬁ
= ow ~ .
- i’:;w [ (\ ‘\" "}
o )L/\j/\\ﬂv-‘] \\‘( ‘]‘f m\‘ :\'
- A L N
J \ J " /v
ﬁ\ /( : (j\z ’ :}
L —~ ) > B/
- ™ X § f’KV/ SN «‘[ ”
£ ( e { 4 { {
\‘\ \\ \\\( 2 /f“/v/g \"‘( AN ; o K \'—»»3 Y w} \’:‘}'V/
{ X o / a8 . e 7
. \ ;f{siﬁ’b N \ - y & Eré AL
/ R T A S U g e ;¢ S A0 1

) ///
Number of immigrants, 1993 to 2009
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Source: Rosstat, Demographic Yearbook (annual editions).

100,000 to 200,000

Less than 100,000
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Source: Goskomstat, All-Russian Census of Population 2002, Volume 10, Table 3

There are large variations in the percent foreign-
born among the regions of Russia, some
attributable to Soviet-era flows and some more
recent.

Figure 5: Foreign Labor by Region in Russia, 2007
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Starting in 2007, Russia instituted a new system
[ ] [ ] [ ]
for registering labor migrants, but there are
[ ] [ ] [ ]
significant undercounts.
Figure 6: Number of Tajiks by Region in Russia, 1989 and
10,000 Change in Tajik Population, 1989 to 2002
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Sources: 1989: CIS Statistical Committee and EastView Publications, 1982 USSR Census, CD-ROM, 1996. 2002: Goskomstat, All-Russian
Census of Population 2002, Volume 10, Table 3 (http://www.perepis2002.ru accessed March 15, 2006).

There are strong correlations between the
regions with large numbers of ethnic kin and
immigration of persons from those countries.

Figure 7: Number of Foreign-Born from Georgia, 2002,

W and Immigration from Georgia, 2002 to 2008
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Source: Goskomstat, All-Russian Census of Population 2002, Volume 10, Table 3 and Rosstat, Demographic Yearbook of Russia (annual editions).

The presence of other ethnic kin or people from
the same country is a major factor in destination
choice.

Figure 8: Gross Regional Product per Capita 2007,
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Source: Goskomstat, All-Russian Census of Population 2002, Volume 10, Table 3 and Rosstat, Regions of Russia, 2009.

Regional disparities in Russia are large and this
factor has some influence on destination choice
of migrants but it is not as significant a factor,
similar to other countries.
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