



PL – Partido Liberal (Liberal Party)
http://www.pl.org.br/
The Partido Liberal (Liberal Party) is a right-wing political party. At the last legislative elections in October, 2002, the party won 26 out of 513 seats in the Chamber of Deputies and 3 out of 81 seats in the Senate. Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s vice-president, José Alencar, is from the PL. Even so, Alencar has been an outspoken critic of Lula’s economic team. A former business man, he stands with the industry against the high interest rates that have been sustained by the Central Bank to control inflation. In 2004 Alencar also became the Ministry of Defense, but renounced to his position as a minister in March to be able to run for an elective positions in October’s elections. 

The PL was one of the parties accused of having received monthly payments to vote with the government in what became known as the Mensalão Scandal. The PL’s president, Valdemar Costa Neto, resigned from his position as federal deputy in August, 2005, to avoid being tried for unethical conduct. In an interview with a popular Brazilian weekly magazine, Revista Época, Neto declared that PT-PL coalition only came about after the PT offered to pay them R$ 10 million to the Liberal Party. 
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