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PT  - Partido dos Trabalhadores (Workers’ Party)

http://www.pt.org.br/
The Partido dos Trabalhadores (Workers' Party) is a left-wing political party in Brazil. It was officially founded in 1980 by a group of intellectuals and workers, among them, Brazil's current president, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. There are about thirty branches within the PT, ranging from Lula’s center-left group to Marxists and Christian Socialists. Its members are known as petistas, from the Portuguese acronym "PT".

The PT has increased in popularity in the last decade, winning elections in important cities, such as São Paulo and Porto Alegre. This winning streak culminated with the victory of its presidential candidate, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva in 2002, who succeeded President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of PSDB.

The relative changes in the political orientation of the PT, embodied by the pragmatic shift of Lula himself, were well received by the majority of the population. However, as a historically radical party, the PT has suffered from internal struggles between pragmatists and the old guard. These struggles climaxed in December, 2003, when several members of the party were expelled for disobeying central party decisions. Among these members were Congressman João Batista Oliveira de Araujo (Babá) and Senator Heloísa Helena, who formed the Partido Socialismo e Liberdade (P-SOL) in June 2004. Helena is the PSOL’s candidate for the 2006 presidential elections. In January, 2005, 112 members of the radical wing of the PT, “the rebels”, defected from the PT over the administration’s continued support of neoliberal economic policies.

In July of 2005, the party suffered from a series of corruption accusations, started by a PTB deputy, Roberto Jefferson. This has led to an ongoing nationwide political corruption scandal that has indicted many politicians and party members in Lula’s administration. Known as the Mensalão Scandal (a monthly kickback paid to deputies in exchange for their support and votes). Those who lost their jobs or left the party include Silvio Pereira (party secretary), Delúbio Soares (party treasurer), José Dirceu (chief of staff), and José Genoino (party president).

This scandal has cost both Lula and the party popularity among its core supporters and the general public. While it is not yet clear if the president has been personally involved, talks of impeachment were brewing, although this possibility seems to have lost strength as of late. In spite of this, Lula still holds high marks and his PT stands a good chance of winning this year’s election.
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