Pre-First Round Analysis

Love Lula if you're poor, worry if you're not
The Economist: Special Report
09/28/2006
Lula's solid support among the poorest members of Brazil's population has been the product of policies that have allowed them to benefit from lower inflation and greater stability in South America's largest economy. Nonetheless, Lula's popularity belies the difficulty with which the economy has struggled to grow at rates comparable to other developing countries, particularly China and India. Brazil continues to face a long list of necessary economic reforms, including numerous changes to the organization of federal government that have been necessary for years. The country also faces the challenge of implementing measures to stem rampant corruption and improve education, yet "there are no saviors on the ballot" in this election. Deep and widespread changes are necessary to help make Brazil more equal and more prosperous, and if Lula wins a second term, he will need to act and to act quickly.
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Current Political Scenario
Oxford University
09/01/2006
Timothy J. Power, from the Centre of Brazilian Studies of Oxford University, United Kingdom, presents the political scenario in which the presidential elections will be held. Power’s presentation illustrates the changes in the government and in the role of political parties in the past few years. He also analyses the effects of the corruption scandals that struck Lula’s first mandate, and the challenges for the upcoming elections. 

Brazil-U.S. Relations
CRS Report for Congress
06/05/2006
A year ago most observers predicted that President Lula would win reelection easily. In late 2005, however, a series of corruption scandals involving the PT weakened the Lula government. While he has recovered popular support since then, his reelection chances are still uncertain. Relations with the United States have been generally positive under President Lula's administration, although he has made relations with neighboring countries in the Southern Common Market (Mercosul) his first priority, and has sought to strengthen ties with nontraditional partners. Trade issues are central to the bilateral U.S.-Brazilian relationship. U.S. interest in Brazil also centers on its role as a stabilizing force in Latin America. This report analyzes political, economic, and social conditions in Brazil, and how these conditions affect its role in the region and its relationship with the United States.
