[image: image1.jpg]



Rui Costa Pimenta – PCO
Rui Costa Pimenta, 49, is a journalist and translator. A leftist militant for more than 30 years, he is running for the second time on the Workers’ Cause Party (Partido Causa Operária, PCO) ticket, to which he has been affiliated since its foundation, in 1996. He still follows Marxist ideals.

In 2002, Pimenta was one of the two candidates from the extreme left. He was propsing a minimum salary of 1,500 Reals a month (approximately US$ 700 today), when the actual minimum salary was below 300 Reals. He obtained 34,000 votes, the lowest of any candidate.

Pimenta is once again running alone, without other alliances, but this time in sharp opposition to the other candidate from the left, Heloísa Helena. Even though his party has agreed in the past with Helena’s PSOL, along with the two other leftist parties PSTU and PCB to defend together the suspension of the foreign debt payment, Pimenta believes the “leftist front” (frente de esquerda) will be subordinated to Helena’s decisions.
Pimenta’s presidential campaign is centered on “work, salary, and land,” also placing a strong emphasis on the need for labor reform. 
Sources: Folha Online, www.pco.org.br 
