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TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
· December 21, 2006, Haleh Esfandiari, director of the Middle East Program at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and a dual Iranian-American national, traveled from Washington D.C. to Tehran, Iran to visit her 93-year old mother for one week. 

· On December 30, 2006, on her way to the airport to catch a flight back to Washington, the taxi in which Dr. Esfandiari was riding was stopped by three masked, knife-wielding men. They threatened to kill her, and they took away all of her belongings, including her Iranian and American passports.
· On January 3, when applying for replacement Iranian travel documents at the passport office, Dr. Esfandiari was invited to an ‘interview’ by a man from Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence. 
· Beginning on January 4, she was subjected to a series of interrogations that stretched out over the next six weeks, sometimes continuing for as many as four days a week, and sometimes stretching across seven and eight hours in a single day. Dr. Esfandiari went home every evening, but the interrogations were unpleasant and not free from intimidation and threat.  
· The questioning focused almost entirely on the activities and programs of the Middle East Program at the Wilson Center. Dr. Esfandiari answered all questions fully; when she could not remember details of programs stretching back five and even eight years, the staff at the Wilson Center provided her all the information requested. As a public organization, all Wilson Center activities are on the public record. Repeatedly during the interrogation, she was pressured to make a false confession or to falsely implicate the Wilson Center in activities in which it had no part, but she refused.

· On Friday, January 15, in the third week of interrogations, Dr. Esfandiari was told (misleadingly as it turned out) the questioning was over. On January 18, the interrogator and three other men showed up at Dr. Esfandiari’s mother’s apartment. Dr. Esfandiari was taking a nap and was startled to wake up and see the door to her bedroom open, her privacy violated, and three strange men, one of them wielding a video-camera, staring into her bedroom.

· On February 14, the lengthy interrogations stopped. 

· On February 17, Haleh received one threatening phone call, and then she did not hear anything from her interrogators for ten weeks. 

· On February 20, Lee Hamilton, president and director of the Wilson Center, wrote to Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad asking that Dr. Esfandiari be allowed to travel. However, President Ahmadinejad did not reply to the letter. 

· At the end of April or early May, she was telephoned once again and invited to “cooperate.” In effect, she was being asked to make a confession. She refused to make the false statements. 

· On Monday, May 7, she was summoned to the Ministry of Intelligence once again. When she arrived for her appointment on Tuesday morning, May 8, she was put into a car and taken to Evin prison. She was incarcerated and was allowed only one phone call to her mother. 

· On May 9 she called her mother asking her to bring her clean clothes and her medicine. Her mother delivered the small package at Evin Prison on May 10, but was not allowed to see her.

· On May 12, the hard-line daily Kayhan in an article accused Dr. Esfandiari of working with the U.S. and Israeli governments and with involvement in efforts to topple Iran's Islamic regime. 
· On May 15, Lee Hamilton sent a letter to HE Gholamali Haddad-Adel, The Speaker of the Majlis Shouray-e-Islami.  There has been no reply.

· On May 15, Iranian judiciary spokesman Ali Reza Jamshidi said that Dr. Esfandiari was being investigated for crimes against national security and that her case was being handled by the Intelligence Ministry.  

· On May 15, Haleh made a brief telephone call to her mother. 

· On May 16, Haleh’s family retained the legal services of Nobel Peace Laureate Shirin Ebadi to represent her.   

· On May 17, in an interview with Washington Post Staff Writer Robin Wright, Shirin Ebadi indicated that the Iranian government had rejected her request to represent Dr. Esfandiari. She also noted the court had refused information on the legal charges against Dr. Esfandiari and had denied her legal team the ability to see Haleh.

· On May 21, Iranian–TV reported that Dr. Esfandiari was being charged with seeking to topple the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

· On May 29, Iran’s judiciary spokesman issued a statement that the Ministry of  Intelligence is the “complainant” against Dr. Esfandiari and that it has accused (or charged) her with espionage, actions against national security and propaganda against  the Islamic Republic.  He did not characterize in any way the judiciary's own position on these accusations or charges. He said the case was “at the stage of preliminary investigation.” Two other Iranian-Americans, he said, face similar charges. 
· On June 11, Lee Hamilton responded to a report by ILNA news agency in Iran that Shirin Ebadi, the lawyer for Dr. Haleh Esfandiari, had been denied access to see Haleh. “It is outrageous and unacceptable that Haleh’s lawyers have not even been permitted to see or communicate with her,” said Hamilton. “This further underscores that Haleh’s detention has no legal basis, and violates any international standard of justice and human rights.” Shirin Ebadi stated that Matin Rassekh, the prosecutor of the Revolutionary Court branch handling Dr. Esfandiari's case, not only refused to meet with her, but did not even give her permission to enter the court building.
· According to Shaul Bakhash, Haleh’s husband, Shirin Ebadi went to the Revolutionary Court, which is handling Haleh’s case, two days after a judiciary spokesperson said that she could represent her. But she was not given a meeting with the prosecutor handling the case, or even allowed into the building. The interrogator refused to accept the power of attorney that Ms. Ebadi had and therefore refused to allow her to look at the file. In the several weeks since then, Shirin Ebadi tried twice more to secure a meeting with the interrogator handling the case, but did not succeed. The interrogator even said, “Haleh Esfandiari does not need a lawyer.”
· On June 12, reports from Tehran indicated that a judge would decide within the next few days whether to indict or free the four Iranian-Americans charged with endangering national security. Ali Reza Jamshidi said a judge would complete his preliminary investigation into the charge against the four, including Haleh Esfandiari, "within the next two or three days." 
· On June 27, Amnesty International, the American Islamic Congress, Human Rights Watch, Vital Voices Global Partnership, the Near Eastern Studies Department of Princeton University, the National Iranian-American Council, and several other organizations held a vigil in New York City on behalf of Haleh Esfandiari and the other detained Iranian-Americans. The purpose of the vigil was two-fold: to urge that all charges against Haleh Esfandiari and the other 3 Iranian-Americans be dropped, and that the Iranian government immediately release Dr. Esfandiari and the other three Iranian-American detainees. Approximately 150 people attended the vigil, which took place across from the United Nations headquarters at the Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, from 12 – 1 p.m.
· June 30th marked six months of Haleh not being permitted to leave the Islamic Republic of Iran.

· On July 4, Haleh's cousin asked for a meeting for the family. He was told only that the request would be submitted to the prosecutor. No family visit has yet been permitted.
· On July 4, Shirin Ebadi spoke to the prosecutor working on Haleh’s case, to again inquire again about the possibility of meeting with Haleh. The prosecutor responded by saying that Ms. Ebadi must submit a written request to the court. Ms. Ebadi has submitted this request, along with a request for Haleh's release from Evin prison, at least on bail. The court has not yet given her an answer.
· On July 10, the spokesman for the Iranian Judiciary claimed new information has emerged against Haleh (and Kian Tajbakhsh) and that this is being studied. Both the Wilson Center and Haleh’s husband, Shaul Bakhash, rejected the implication that there was any basis for charges against Haleh. 

· On July 18 and 19, Iranian state-run television aired a two-part program, “In the Name of Democracy,” which included video footage of both Haleh and Kian Tajbakhsh. The Iranian government characterized these interviews as “confessions” from both of the detainees.
· Immediately following the broadcasts, the Wilson Center, along with Haleh’s husband Shaul Bakhash, rejected the Iranian video programs as “scripted, contrived, and completely without merit.” According to Lee H. Hamilton, “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The appearances Haleh Esfandiari was forced to make on Iranian state TV…have taken the fabrication of news to a new art form. This is shameful.  It cannot be considered a ‘confession’ by any stretch of the imagination.”
· Since her incarceration on May 8, Haleh has been allowed a limited number of very brief phone calls to her mother, usually in the late evening, but sometimes in the morning or afternoon, simply to say she is OK. These phone calls, clearly made in the presence of a minder, last barely two minutes, often much less, and Haleh is not allowed to say anything of substance during them.
· On June 29th, Lee Hamilton wrote a letter to the Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on behalf of Dr. Haleh Esfandiari, on humanitarian ground, requesting his help on obtaining her release and return to her family. 
· On August 7th, Mr. Hamilton went to New York to meet with Mr. Mohammad Khazaei, the Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations. Mr. Khazaei delivered the written response of the Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Mr. Hamilton’s June 29th letter, his reply was positive and conveyed respect; it is also the first letter from an American leader to which the supreme leader has replied.
· On Sunday, August 12th, the investigation into Haleh Esfandiari and Kian Tajbakhsh were concluded, according to Tehran Deputy Prosecutor Hasan Haddad. Haddad said the two scholars now had "some written work" to complete before a decision was made about their case, according to the IRNA news agency reports. 

· Wednesday, August 15th marked the 100th day of Dr. Esfandiari’s imprisonment in Evin prison without access to her attorney, her family, or medical attention. Senator Hillary Clinton and Barbara A. Mikulski released statements marking Haleh’s 100th day in prison and calling for her immediate release. 
· On August 21st at 5:00 pm in Tehran, Dr. Haleh Esfandiari was released on bail for 3 billion rials ($320,000 dollars), according to Mohammad Shadabi, an official at the Tehran prosecutor's office. Haleh’s mother put up the deed to her apartment to secure Esfandiari’s release. Haleh’s cousin went to Evin prison to take her to her mother’s apartment. Ms. Shirin Ebadi, Haleh’s attorney, confirmed Dr. Esfandiari’s release on bail. 
· On September 1st Haleh was issued her passport and on the evening of September 2nd she left Iran and flew to Vienna, Austria, where she arrived early the following morning. 
· On the afternoon of September 6th Dr. Haleh Esfandiari arrived safely in the United States and returned to her home in Potomac, Maryland.
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