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GEOFFREY D. DABELKO

Geoffrey D. Dabelko is director of the Environmental Change and Security Program (ECSP), a
nonpartisan policy forum on environment, population, health, and security issues founded in 1994 at
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, DC. He is also an adjunct
professor at the Monterey Institute of International Studies. Dabelko has held prior positions with
the Council on Foreign Relations and Foreign Policy and served as a lecturer at Georgetown
University’s School of Foreign Service. For the past 18 years, he has facilitated dialogue among
policymakers, practitioners, journalists, and scholars grappling with complex links among
environment, population, development, conflict, and security. Geoff is principal investigator for
ECSP’s “Navigating Peace: Forging New Water Partnerships” initiative and co-principal investigator
for the “Environment, Development, and Sustainable Peace” initiative, an international effort to
bridge the gap between Northern and Southern perspectives. Geoff is co-editor with Ken Conca of
Green Planet Blues: Environmental Politics from Stockholm to Johannesburg (3rd ed.) and
Environmental Peacemaking. He is also editor of the annual Environmental Change and Security
Program Report. Geoff is a member of the UN Environment Programme’s Expert Advisory Group
on Environment, Conflict, and Peacebuilding, co-vice chair of the Scientific Committee of the
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change member of the
editorial board of Global Environmental Change, member of the Board, Wilton Park USA
Foundation, member of the Board of Experts, Center for Unconventional Security Affairs at the
University of California, Irvine, member of the International Advisory Board, Pell Center for
International Relations and Public Policy, Salve Regina University, and a member of the advisory
board of Screenscope, Inc. and its PBS “Journey to Planet Earth” television series initiative. Geoff
received a doctorate in government and politics from the University of Maryland and a bachelot’s
degree in political science from Duke University.

LINDEN ELLIS
Linden Ellis is project assistant at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholar’s China
Environment Forum, which has been actively creating programming and publications to encourage
dialog among U.S. and Chinese scholars, policymakers, businesses, and nongovernmental
organizations on environmental and energy challenges since 1997. In that capacity, she manages the
forum’s website, staff and logistics, as well as edits the annual publication the China Environment Series.
Recent publications include “Aquaculture” and “Food Safety” entries in Berkshire Publishing’s
Encyclopedia of China (2009) and “Fishing Murky Waters: China’s Aquaculture Challenges —
Upstream and Downstream” in BusinessForum China. In 2008, she coauthored with Dr. Jennifer
Turner the publication Sowing the Seeds: Opportunities for U.S.-China Cooperation on Food Safety. Ms. Ellis
also regularly presents China environmental health issues to students in the DC area through
programs including the National Youth Leadership Forum on National Security. Prior to working at
the China Environment Forum, she worked with the US Department of Agriculture’s Foreign
Agticultural Service in Manila, Philippines. She holds a bachelors degree in Chinese and
environmental studies from St. Mary’s College of Maryland.

MARY MELNYK

Dr. Mary Melnyk is Senior Advisor for Natural Resource Management in the Asia and Middle East
Bureaus at USAID and has 18 years experience working on community development and forest
conservation throughout Latin America and Asia. Since 2001, she has been designing and managing
activities to reduce forest conflict in Asia. She has also designed and facilitated public-private sector
alliances linking environmentally-sustainable and socially-responsible natural products to
markets. Her PhD is in ecological management from Imperial College of the University of London
and quantified the economic and nutritional values of forest foods to rural livelihoods in Southern
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Venezuela. She graduated summa cum laude with her bachelors of science in zoology from the
University of Maryland.

JENNIFER L. TURNER

Dr. Jennifer Turner is the director of the China Environment Forum at the Woodrow Wilson Center.
Besides putting on meetings and publications focusing on a variety of energy and environmental
challenges facing China, she coordinated several research exchange activities in China, the United
States, and Japan bringing together Chinese, US, Japanese, and other Asian experts on issues of
environmental nongovernmental organizations, environmental journalism, river basin governance,
water conflict resolution, and municipal financing of environmental infrastructure. She also serves as
editor of the Wilson Center’s journal, the China Environment Series. Her most recent Wilson Center
reports include: Sowing the Seeds: Opportunities for U.S.-China Cooperation on Food Safety (coauthored with
Linden Ellis) and Reaching Across the Water: International Cooperation Promoting Sustainable River Basin
Governance in China (coauthored with Kenji Otsuka). Book chapters include: “Environmental NGOs:
Reassessing China’s Vanguard of Civil Society” in State and Society Responses to Social Welfare Needs in
China (Routledge), (coauthored with Timothy Hildebrandt, forthcoming June 2009) and “Building a
Green Civil Society in China” in WorldWatch Institute’s State of the World 2006 (coauthored with Li
Zhi in 2006). Dr. Turner received her PhD in Public Policy and Comparative Politics from Indiana
University in 1997. Her dissertation examined local government innovation in implementing water
policies in China. Her current research focuses on environmental civil society, environmental
conflicts, and food safety issues in China.

DOROTHY ZBICZ

Dorothy Zbicz is an international consultant specializing in international environmental and marine
policy. She has worked recently with the Coral Triangle Initiative, preparing the grant proposal
submitted to USAID by the consortium of environmental nongovernmental organizations, and
assisting the government of Indonesia and World Wildlife Fund in 2008 prepare an APEC workshop
on tuna fisheries in the Coral Triangle. She has also consulted for The Nature Conservancy, WWF
International, Conservation International and many other international organizations. Dr. Zbicz
previously worked at the US Department of State in the Bureau of Oceans, Environment and
Scientific Affairs in the Offices of Marine Conservation and Oceans Affairs. Her PhD from Duke
University is in International Environmental Policy and Law, where her research was on
transboundary cooperation in conservation, specifically a global study of internationally adjoining
protected areas. She also serves on the Board of Directors of Solar Household Energy, Inc. and is a
member of AAAS and IUCN’s World Commission on Protected Areas.

The team gratefully acknowledges Heather D’Agnes, Population-Environment Technical Adviser
for U.S. Agency for International Development who advised and supported the team throughout
the project; the Wilson Center’s Meaghan Parker for assistance assembling the website and
final report; and a team of stellar interns, including Tod Kaiser, Rongkun Liu, and Elisa Lai at
the China Environment Forum who helped research and organize the documents on the website
and the Asia’s Future powerpoint presentation.



