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Cristovam Buarque - PDT

Cristovam Buarque graduated from the Universidade Federal de Pernambuco with a degree in engineering in 1966. In 1973, he received his PhD in Economics at the Sorbonne University, Paris. Between 1973 and 1979, he worked in the Inter-American Development Bank, in Washington, DC. He was then a professor at the Universidade de Brasília, where he served as rector from 1985 to 1989. 

Between 1995 and 1998 Buarque was Governor of the Federal District of Brasilia. He was then elected senator on the Workers’ Party (PT) ticket.  From 2003 to 2004 he served as Brazil's Education Minister under Lula. After disagreeing with the administration’s policies, he left the party in 2005 to join the PDT.  

During his mandate as governor of the Federal District, he became well-known for his programs of social inclusion. The most important social project developed during his term was the Bolsa-Escola, a conditional cash transfer program that is internationally acclaimed.

Buarque is also the founder of a Brazilian NGO, Missão Crianca, dedicated to keeping poor youths in school. He has written more than twenty books. 

Sources: http://www.cristovam.com.br/
