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Former Students of Haleh Esfandiari 
Sending Letter to the Supreme Leader of Iran
WASHINGTON—Thirty-six former students of Haleh Esfandiari, director of the Woodrow Wilson Center’s Middle East Program, have written a letter on her behalf to the Supreme Leader of Iran.  The letter will be presented to the Iranian ambassador to the United Nations on Friday, June 1, 2007. These students had previously taken classes in Persian Language and Literature at Princeton University with Dr. Esfandiari.  

One of her students reminisced that, “Haleh is well loved by so many of the students who studied Persian language or literature with her. She's the type of teacher we kept in touch with for years afterward. She made such a point over all the years that I've known her of counteracting simple one-dimensional views of Iran -- and we never once talked about current politics in class, that I can recall.”   
Another student added, “She is a national treasure for Iran.”
The Woodrow Wilson Center recently received reports indicating that Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence has charged Haleh Esfandiari with espionage and “endangering national security through propaganda against the system.” According to Iran’s judiciary spokesman, Ali Reza Jamshidi, the Ministry of Intelligence is the “complainant” in the case. He said the case is “at the stage of preliminary investigation,” but did not indicate whether the judiciary had decided that the case should go to trial. Two other Iranian-Americans, he stated, face similar charges. 

To date, no one has been able to see her, and she continues to be denied access to her legal defense team, headed by Nobel Peace laureate Shirin Ebadi. Haleh’s former students have joined her current and former colleagues and numerous human rights organizations calling for her immediate release and safe return home to the United States.

Media with questions on the former students’ efforts may contact Erin Logan at logan_erin@yahoo.com. For further information on Dr. Esfandiari, please contact Sharon McCarter at (202) 691-4016 or sharon.mccarter@wilsoncenter.org. 
The text of the letter and list of signatories follows:
31 May 2007

His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

Office of the Supreme Leader

Shoahada Street

Qom, Islamic Republic of Iran

Your Excellency:

We write to you today to appeal to your humanity, sense of justice, love of learning, and love for Iran. We are all former students of Dr. Haleh Esfandiari.  

 
For each of us, she is an inspiration. Because of her own love for Iran, she wanted us to learn about the glories of Persian history and culture, including its proud Islamic heritage, the beauty of the Persian language, and the wonderful warm-heartedness of Iran’s people.  By setting an example with her own courtesy and social graces, she taught us to appreciate the depth of Persian cultural traditions.  She taught us all to care about a land and people very far from our own. From her we were given a lifelong love of Iran's legendary epic the Shahnameh, the ability to enjoy the beautiful poetry of Hafez, Rumi, and Saadi, an appreciation of modern authors like Al-i Ahmad, and a joy in seeing the glorious forms of Persian calligraphy.  

 

Her entire career as a scholar and a teacher has been spent building bridges of understanding between Americans and Iranians.  The actions of the government of Iran strain that understanding.

 

As her former students, we hope that you will consider the goodwill she has built for Iran and preserve that tremendous asset. We ask you to intervene for her release from Evin prison and allow her to return to her family and students in America.

 

Sincerely,

cc:  His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of Iran

Etta LeBlanc Kan 
Morrisville, NC

Annette Dawson 
Chicago, IL 


Jonathan G. Katz 

Corvallis, OR

Erin Logan

Silver Spring, MD   

Parinaz Vahabzadeh

New York, NY

Sheila Patel 
New York, NY 
R. Kirkland Cozine

Minneapolis, MN  

Mustafa Saiyid
Washington DC 
Mindy Brickman Patron 
New Orleans, LA 
Keith Lewinstein
Bridgewater, CT
Christopher Taylor
Madison, NJ

Jill Campbell-Palmer
New York, NY

Orrin W. Palmer, MD

New York, NY
Frederick Schultz 
New York, NY 

Soumya Prasad

New York, NY 
Kambiz Shekdar.
North Brunswick, NJ

William M. Blair

Princeton, NJ 
Mitra Martin

Los Angeles, CA
Elizabeth B. Frierson
Cincinnati, OH   

Afsar Farman-Farmaian

New York, NY

Jonathan P Berkey, 

Davidson College, NC
Salman Ahsan

Lahore, Pakistan

Mohsin Hamid 

London, England

Robert Wisnovsky

Montreal, Quebec
Heibatollah Baghi 
Washington, DC
Jane Hathaway

Columbus, OH 

Leslie Peirce

New York, NY
Shaun Marmon

Princeton, NJ 

Dina Le Gall

East Brunswick, NJ 


Reza Esmaily

Urmia University, Iran

Daniel Wolfe 

New York, NY
Michel Le Gall 
East Brunswick, NJ
Bijan Salehizadeh

San Francisco, CA

Michael Bonner

Ann Arbor, MI
Molly Greene

Princeton, NJ

Shadi Bartsch

Chicago, IL

Cherrie Daniels
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