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A working definition of reconciliation  

A sustained, ever-evolving process of self-
reflective learning and relationship-building 
in which contested memories of the divisive 
past, incompatible worldviews, and polarized 
identities become more tolerable and 
acceptable to one another.  



Contested Memories & Reconciliation Challenges:  
Japan & the Asia Pacific 

1. How should we define reconciliation?  
2. What are the most significant challenges to regional reconciliation from each 

country’s perspective? (Japan, Korea, China, and USA as focus.) 
3. What are the most important messages you would like Japan to consider on 

the question of history?  
4. From the viewpoint of each of the four countries, what suggestions would 

you like to make to your own domestic constituency about how to address 
the question of historical memory and reconciliation challenges?  

5. From a broader regional perspective of international relations in the Asia 
Pacific, what recommendations would you like to make to facilitate 
reconciliation?  



The Japanese Empire’s activities and presence in the Asia 
Pacific 
Time period Areas Types of violence exercised 

1879- Ryukyu Islands Annexation 

1895-1945 Taiwan Colonial rule 

1905-05 Sakhalin South, Russia War and annexation 

1910-45 Korea Colonial rule 

1931-45 Manchuria (Northeast China) Colonial rule 

1937-45 China Invasion and war 

1941-45 Southeast Asia  Invasion, war, and colonial 
l  



Expanding Social Space for Conciliation & Reconciliation  

  Track I 
  

Track II 
  

Track III 
  

Legal       

Financial/material       

Political       

Moral/spiritual       

Educational/cultural       

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The matrix suggests that conceptually, there are 15 (5 x3) ways in which activities to meet reconciliation challenges can be met.

The three tracks of intra- and international relationship-building suggest that there is a hierarchy within each nation. The multiple tracks also suggest that different levels of actors have their distinct yet mutually complementary roles to play in building relationships across social divides within each country, as well as between different countries. To describe the unique role and nature of each track more explicitly:
1/ Track I consists of national government leaders, officials, and institutions acting on behalf of their respective countries and peoples at the macro political level.
2/ Track II consists of mid-level societal actors such as mayors and municipality governments, influential public intellectuals, former ministers and military officials with significant visibility, artists and athletes with national fame, leading companies and industrial groups, and media organizations with broad public outreach.
3/ Track III consist of grassroots activists and civil society organizations on a small scale.

The five domains of activities listed in the rows are described as follows: 
1/ The legal domain deals with courts’ and tribunals’ judicial judgments on culpability, responsibility, and restitution.
2/ The political domain is concerned with political and diplomatic acts that make or break international ties, support or denounce historical facts and principles, and exercise various other forms of political influence.
3/ The financial and material domain encompasses issues related to compensation required by judicial decisions and political arrangements, as well as matters related to development and humanitarian assistance intended to replace or  supplement compensation.
4/ The moral domain provides a context of symbolic expressions exemplified by words and deeds used in rituals and visits to historical sites, which appeal to the religious and spiritual values of conflict parties involved.
5/ The educational and cultural domain concerns the development of history textbooks, museum exhibits, popular culture, and other tangible and intangible carriers used to preserve and transmit collective historical memory, including through caretaker-child relation.
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