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Mr. Antonio Maria Costa (Italy) was appointed in May 2002 Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and Director-General of the United Nations Office in Vienna. As Executive Director, UNODC, Costa is committed to drug control, the elimination of drug trafficking, and alternative livelihood as a critical counter-drug strategy. 

The UNODC Executive Director has called for a balanced approach in Afghanistan, the world’s leading supplier of opium: he supports operations targeting major traffickers and trafficking networks, the extradition of Afghan drug traffickers for trial in States with stronger court systems, and immediate measures to counter lawlessness, while advocating assistance for the farmers of Afghanistan, the “weakest links in the chain.” Costa is a strong supporter of development assistance to regions plagued by weak governance, initiatives he believes must work in tandem with enforcement and eradication to head-off humanitarian disaster in regions once dependent on drug cultivation.

Costa is also a supporter of development assistance to Africa, where he believes that lawlessness and corruption are the chief impediments to development. He continues to call on affluent Member States to engage in  the  campaign to help Africa divest itself of corruption, and to embrace a better future. A recent report authored by UNODC, Why Fighting Crime Can Assist Development in Africa: Rule of Law and Protection of the Most Vulnerable, makes a persuasive case for the construction of an effective judiciary as a prerequisite to development across the continent.      

From 1969 to 1983, Mr. Costa served as senior economist in the United Nations Department of International Economics and Social Affairs in New York.  He was subsequently appointed  Under-Secretary-General for the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development in Paris, where he served until 1987.  He was a member of the OECD Working Group for financial transactions—a “Founding Father” of the organization that later came to be called the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)—a member of IMF/World Bank Interim Committee, and of the G-10 Group for the coordination of economic policy.

Between 1987 and 1992, Mr. Costa served at the Commission of the European Union as Director-General for Economics and Finance.  In that capacity he served as EU Sherpa for the G8 meetings.  He then joined the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, (EBRD, London) as  Secretary-General, where he oversaw political issues, institutional affairs, corporate governance and questions relating to shareholders.  

The UNODC Drug Chief speaks fluent Italian, English, French, Russian, and Spanish, and travels regularly to Afghanistan, Pakistan, Africa, and Central and South America to meet with heads of government and counter-narcotics officials in those regions.  

Mr. Costa was born on 16 July 1941 in Italy. He holds a degree in political science from the University of Turin (1963), a Masters Degree in mathematical economics from Moscow State University (1967), and a Ph.D. in economics from the University of California at Berkeley (1971). 

