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Overview 

• Overview of Global 
Fisheries  

• International Fisheries 
Management 

– “illegal” fishing 
challenges 

• Case Study – China in 
the Western and 
Central Pacific tuna 
fishery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





4 

 

November 7, 2013 



5 

Quick Facts on Global Fisheries 

• According to the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO), 85% of the world’s fisheries are fully exploited, 

overexploited, depleted or recovering from depletion.  

• Employment in capture fisheries, aquaculture, and related 

sectors supports about 540 million people—approximately 

8% of the global population.   

• Seafood provides 15% of animal protein for 4.3 billion people. 

• Global fishing fleet: > 4.3 million commercial vessels    

• 74% operate in marine waters 
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Global map (A) of cumulative human impact across 20 ocean ecosystem types  

B S Halpern et al. Science 2008;319:948-952 

Published by AAAS 



International Fisheries Management 
 

The Tuna RFMOs             
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The Non-tuna RFMOs 



Collateral Damage 

Marine Policy, March 1, 2013 

 

“…the number of sharks killed each year in commercial fisheries is estimated at 

100 million, with a range between 63 million and 273 million.” 



International Fisheries Management:  

Turning Failure into Success 
 Failures: 

 Lack of political resolution to make difficult adjustments 

 Persistence of harmful subsidies 

 Lack of control on fleets by flag states 

 Ineffectiveness of RFMOs 

 Lack of consideration of traditional communities rights 

 Success of industry lobbies in resisting change 

 Lack of capacity to implement management measures 

 

 



Opportunities for Success 

• Growing concern for global environment 

• International instruments – broad agreement language on 
precautionary approach and ecosystem based management 

• Strengthening of RFMO compliance processes  

• Technology to improve data collection and combat IUU 

• Increasing number of IUU cases being brought forward 

• Markets demanding sustainable seafood 
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Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated 

(IUU) Fishing  

• 1 in 5 wild caught fish taken from the sea 

are taken illegally  

• Annually, up to $23.5 billon lost to illegal 

fishing 

• IUU Hotspot: sub-Saharan Africa 
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IUU Fishing 

Illegal Fishers Enjoy: 

• Low risk – high gain activity 

– Resource challenged, fish-rich states 

• Patchy surveillance and enforcement 

• Lack of information sharing by authorities 

• No common global database on 

offenders 
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The Challenge 

• Provide resource-poor officials access to 

up-to-date vessel information with single 

mouse click or text message  

• Make it harder to land IUU fish 

– IMO numbers and Port State Measures 

• Shift paradigm: proceedings against IUU 

vessel owners 
 



Case Study:  China in the Western and  
Central Pacific Tuna Fishery 

• Participates in WCPFC as a full member  

• WCPFC most “modern” of the tuna RFMOs 

• Primarily as a DWFN targeting tuna  

– Longlines (219) 

– Purse seines (12) 

• Access to Pacific Island EEZs via confidential 
agreements 
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Longline Fishery – vessels 
flagged to China 



China’s Purse Seine 
Fishery in WCPFC 



WCPFC Challenges 

• Poor Data quality – no verification system 

– Longline data often not available for 2 years 

• Chartering arrangements in most Pacific Island 
Countries – Chinese activities flagged offshore 

• Uneven playing field – heavily subsidized fleet 

• Non-transparent Access Agreements 

– Often linked to aid (“checkbook diplomacy”) 

• Image Problem complicating relationships 

 

 

 



Pacific Diplomatic Relations  
 
 





China’s Image Problem in the Pacific  



Thank You 


