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Diego Abente-Brun is Deputy Director of the International Forum for Democratic Studies at the 
National Endowment for Democracy. He was a professor of sociology and politics at the Catholic 
University of Paraguay and senior research fellow at the Centro de Análisis y Difusión de la Economía 
Paraguaya (CADEP), in Paraguay.  Abente-Brun also co-edited Latin America’s Struggle for 
Democracy.  In addition to his distinguished record as a scholar and published author, Abente-Brun 
has served as a senator,  Paraguay’s ambassador to the Organization of American States, senior cabinet 
advisor to the Minister of Finance, and Minister of Justice and Labor.  

Cynthia Arnson is director of the Latin American Program at the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars.  She was previously an assistant professor of international relations at American 
University and a foreign policy aide in the House of Representatives during the Carter and Reagan 
administrations.  Arnson is editor of Comparative Peace Processes in Latin America, co-editor of Rethinking 
the Economics of War:  The Intersection of Need, Creed, and Greed, and author of Crossroads:  Congress, the 
President, and Central America, 1976-1993.  She is a member of the editorial advisory board of Foreign 
Affairs en Español, the Latin America advisory board of the Open Society Institute, and the advisory 
board of Human Rights Watch/Americas.  Arnson has an M.A. and Ph.D. in international relations 
from The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies. 
 
Ana María Bejarano is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Toronto.  Bejarano 
previously taught at the Universidad de Los Andes in Bogotá, where she also directed the Center for 
Social and Legal Studies.  She co-edited The Crisis of Democratic Representation in the Andes and is the 
author of the forthcoming Precarious Democracies: Explaining Divergent Regime Trajectories in Colombia 
and Venezuela.  Her current research explores the sources of constitutional choice in five Andean 
countries (Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia) as well as the impact of recent 
constitutional innovations on the prospects for democracy in the Andes.  Bejarano holds a PhD in 
Political Science from Columbia University. 
 
Leslie Bethell is Emeritus Professor of Latin American History at the University of London, Emeritus 
Fellow at St Antony’s College, Oxford, and Senior Scholar at the Wilson Center.  He is also a Senior 
Research Associate at the Centro de Pesquisa e Documentação de História Contemporânea do Brasil 
(CPDOC), Fundação Getulio Vargas in Rio de Janeiro.  He was formerly Director of the London 
Institute of Latin American Studies and the Oxford Centre for Brazilian Studies.  Bethell's research has 
been principally in the field of nineteenth and twentieth-century Latin American – and especially 
Brazilian – political, social and cultural history.  His numerous publications include editing of Latin 
America between the Second World War and the Cold War and The Cambridge History of Latin America.  



Julio F. Carrión is Associate Professor of Political Science and International Relations and former 
director of the Latin American Studies Program at the University of Delaware.  He has been a 
researcher at the Instituto de Estudios Peruanos (Lima, Peru), a Research Professor at the Latin 
American Faculty for the Social Sciences in Ecuador (FLACSO-Ecuador), and an assistant professor at 
Troy State University in Alabama. He is the co-author of Working Class and Wage Earners in Peru and the 
author of The Working-Class Youth in Peru.  His most recent publications are Cultura Política de la 
Democracia en el Perú, 2008: El Impacto de la Gobernabilidad, and The Persistence Attraction of Populism in the 
Andes. He holds a degree in sociology from the University of San Marcos (Lima-Peru) and a PhD in 
political science from the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
John Crabtree is Research Associate of the Latin American Centre, Oxford University, and SCR 
member of Saint Antony's College.  He has written widely on Andean politics, particularly on Peru and 
Bolivia.  His most recent co-edited book is Unresolved Tensions: Bolivia Past and Present.  Crabtree has 
also published Patterns of Protest: Politics and Social Movements in Bolivia.  Aside from teaching and 
writing on Latin American politics, he works as a freelance consultant.  He holds a PhD from Oxford 
Brookes University and B.Phil from Liverpool University.  
 
Carlos de la Torre is Professor of Political Studies at the Latin American Faculty for Social Sciences 
(FLACSO-Ecuador).  He was previously Associate Professor of Sociology at Northeastern University 
and at Drew University, and was a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.  
De la Torre is the author of five books and many articles and book chapters, most of which focus on 
two main research areas: populism and populist movements in Latin America, and racism and 
ethnic/racial movements in Ecuador.  His work on Latin American populism The Ambiguous Meanings 
of Latin American Populism was an eye-opening piece that strongly influenced many analysts of 
neopopulism.  De la Torre holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from the New School for Social Research.   
 
Jorge Lanzaro is Professor of Political Science at Instituto de Ciencia Política at Universidad de la 
República in Uruguay and a Public Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center.  He previously 
taught political science at Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana de México.  Lanzaro has written 
extensively on the new left in Uruguay, politics and reform in Latin America, and pluralist democracy. 
His latest book is Política y políticas en los proceso de reforma en América Latina.  He holds a BA in Law and 
Social Sciences from Universidad de la República and an MA and Ph.D in Political Economy and 
Political Science, respectively, from the University of Paris.    
 
Cynthia McClintock is Professor of Political Science and International Affairs at George Washington 
University and Director of the school’s Latin American and Hemispheric Studies Program.   She was 
previously a Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and President of the 
Latin American Studies Association.  McClintock's most recent book is The United States and Peru: 
Cooperation--at a Cost.  Previous publications include Revolutionary Movements in Latin America: El 
Salvador's FMLN and Peru's Shining Path and Peasant Cooperatives and Political Change in Peru. 
 
Francisco Panizza is Senior Lecturer in Latin American Politics at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science.  He has taught in universities in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, and Uruguay.  His main 
research interests are populism, the politics of economic reform, and the relationship between ideas 
and institutions.  Among his recent publications are Contemporary Latin America:  Development and 
Democracy Beyond the Washington Consensus, Populism and the Mirror of Democracy, and Unarmed Utopia 



Revisted: The Resurgence of Left of Centre Politics in Latin America.  He holds a law degree from the 
Universidad de la República of Uruguay and a PhD in Political Science from the University of Essex. 
 
Alexandra Panzarelli is advisor to Fundación Panamericana para el Desarrollo (FUPAD) and lecturer 
at Escuela de Estudios Políticos de la Universidad Central de Venezuela.  Panzarelli previously served 
as a consultant to Gobernación de Miranda in Caracas and was Program Assistant at the Joint United 
Nations Programme on AIDS/HIV (UNAIDS) country office in Venezuela.  She has also published 
several articles concerning electoral policies and social movements.  Panzarelli holds a degree in 
Political and Administrative sciences from Universidad Central de Venezuela, a post-graduate degree 
in Public Management from Universidad Metropolitana, and a Master in Politics from New York 
University.  
 
Enrique Peruzzotti is associate professor at the Department of Political Science and International 
Studies at Torcuato Di Tella University and researcher at Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones 
Cientificas y Técnicas (CONICET). He is currently a visiting researcher at the United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) in Geneva and a 2009-2010 Guggenheim Fellow.  Peruzzotti 
has authored numerous articles and book chapters on civil society and democratization in Latin 
America, and has co-edited books on the rule of law, populism, and democracy Latin America.  He is 
currently working on a book manuscript on the linkages between civic participation and representative 
democracy.  
 
Kenneth M. Roberts is the Robert S. Harrison Director of the Institute for the Social Sciences and 
Professor of Government at Cornell University. He is the author of Deepening Democracy? The Modern 
Left and Social Movements in Chile and Peru, and co-editor of Beyond Neoliberalism: Patterns, Responses, and 
New Directions in Latin America and the Caribbean, along with a forthcoming manuscript on the 
transformation of party systems in contemporary Latin America and an edited volume on Latin 
America’s “Left Turn.”  His research on political parties, populism, and labor and social movements 
has been published in a number of scholarly journals, including American Political Science Review, 
Comparative Political Studies, and Studies in Comparative International Development.  Roberts obtained his 
Ph.D. from Stanford University 
 
Hector E. Schamis teaches at the Center for Latin American Studies, Georgetown University. He was 
previously a Woodrow Wilson Center Fellow.  Schamis has published articles on comparative political 
economy and democratization in journals such as Comparative Politics, World Politics, and Journal of 
Democracy.  He is also the author of Re-Forming the State: The Politics of Privatization in Latin America and 
Europe.  His current research is on the historical evolution of populism, as well as on the relationship 
between political institutions and the persistence of boom-bust cycles in Latin America's development.  
Professor Schamis received his PhD from Columbia University.  
 
Kurt Weyland is the Lozano Long Professor of Latin American Politics at the University of Texas at 
Austin.  He has published many articles and book chapters on democratization, neoliberalism, 
populism, and social policy in Latin America, and his work as appeared in journals such as World 
Politics, International Organization, and Journal of Democracy. His new project analyzes the wave-like 
diffusion of political regime changes across countries, starting with the explosive spread of the 1848 
revolution in Europe and Latin America. 
 
 


