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Speakers’ Biographies

Augusto de la Torre is Chief Economist for the Latin America and the Caribbean Region at the
World Bank. Before his appointment as the region’s Chief Economist, he worked as a Senior
Advisor responsible for financial matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. Since joining the
World Bank in October 1997, he has published extensively on a broad range of macroeconomic
and financial development topics. Prior to joining the Bank, he was president of Ecuador’s
Central Bank and an International Monetary Fund economist, including the IMF’s Resident
Representative in Venezuela. He earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of
Notre Dame and holds a B.A. in Philosophy from the Catholic University of Ecuador.

Angel Melguizo is Head of the Latin American and Caribbean Unit at the OECD Development
Center, coordinating the OECD’s flagship publication on Latin America, Latin American
Economic Outlook. He worked as Lead Specialist in the Labor Markets Unit at the Inter-
American Development Bank, where he was Pension Coordinator. Previously, he was a Senior
Adviser at the Economic Bureau of the Spanish Prime Minister, and a Principal Economist at the
BBVA Financial Group, specializing in research on pension reform in Latin America, fiscal
policy, and long-term economic growth. He holds a Ph.D. in public economics and a B.A. in
economics from Madris’s Universidad Complutense.

Moderator

Cynthia J. Arnson is director of the Latin American Program at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars. She is the co-editor, with Wilson Center Global Fellow Jorge
Heine, of Reaching Across the Pacific: Latin America and Asia in the New Century (2014).
Arnson is a member of the editorial advisory board of Foreign Affairs Latinoamérica, the
Spanish-language edition of the distinguished journal Foreign Affairs. She is a member of the
advisory boards of the Social Science Research Council’s Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum
and of Human Rights Watch/Americas. She is editor of In the Wake of War: Democratization
and Internal Armed Conflict in Latin America (Stanford, 2012); co-editor of Latin American
Populism in the 21* Century (Johns Hopkins, 2013); and author of Crossroads: Congress, the



President, and Central America, 1976-1993 (Penn State, 2d ed., 1993), among other works.
Arnson was a foreign policy aide in the House of Representatives during the Carter and Reagan
administrations. She holds an M.A. and Ph.D. in International Relations from The Johns
Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies.



