
Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars’ 
Brazil Institute 

Emerging Trends in Environment and Economic Growth in Latin America and the Caribbean 
July 22, 2010 

JANET BALLANTYNE, DEPUTY ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR, LATIN AMERICA AND              

CARIBBEAN PROGRAM , USAID         

 
Janet Ballantyne is the Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator of the Latin America and the 
Caribbean program at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), where 
she spent 28 years as a Foreign Service Officer. Before returning to USAID, she was the 
Group Vice President for International Development at Abt Associates, Inc. She holds the 
rank of career minister in the Senior Foreign Service. In her last position, Ballantyne 
served as Counselor and Acting Deputy Administrator. From 1996-1999, she was the 
USAID mission director for Russia. Her previous experience also includes serving as: 
senior deputy administrator for USAID’s Bureau Policy and Program Coordinator (1995-
1996); deputy assistant administrator and director, Center for Economic Growth (1994-
1995); mission director for Nicaragua (1990-1994), and deputy director for USAID 
missions in Morocco and Nepal. Ballantyne has also served as a professor of National 
Strategic Policy Studies at the National War College. She received a bachelor’s degree and 
a doctorate in international business from Cornell University. 
 

GEOFF DABELKO, DIRECTOR. ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AND SECURITY PROGRAM, 
WOODROW WILSON CENTER 

 
Geoffrey D. Dabelko is director of the Environmental Change and Security Program 
(ECSP), a nonpartisan policy forum on environment, population, health, and security 
issues at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. Dabelko is also an 
adjunct professor at the Monterey Institute of International Studies. He has held prior 
positions with the Council on Foreign Relations and Foreign Policy and served as a 
lecturer at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service. His current research 
focuses on environmental pathways to confidence-building and peacemaking, with a 
special emphasis on managing transboundary fresh water resources. Dabelko is principal 
investigator for ECSP’s “Navigating Peace: Forging New Water Partnerships” initiative. 
He is co-editor of Environmental Peacemaking (2002) and Green Planet Blues: Four 
Decades of Global Environmental Politics (4th edition forthcoming 2010). He is also 
editor of the annual Environmental Change and Security Program Report; a member of 
the UN Environment Programme’s Expert Advisory Group on Environment, Conflict, 
and Peacebuilding, and co-vice chair of the Scientific Committee of the International 
Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change (IHDP), and others. 
Dabelko received a Ph.D. in government and politics from the University of Maryland.  

JULIE L. KUNEN, SENIOR ADVISOR, BUREAU OF POLICY, PLANNING, AND LEARNING, 
USAID           

 
Julie L. Kunen is senior advisor and chief of staff in USAID’s Bureau of Policy, Planning, 
and Learning (PPL).  In this capacity, she provides expert advice to Bureau leadership in 
the areas of policy, strategic planning, and the application of science and technology 
solutions to development problems, and assists in the operations of the Bureau.  She is also 
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the Bureau’s environmental policy advisor and plays a lead role in managing the Agency’s 
global climate change initiative. Prior to joining PPL, Kunen served as Special Assistant to 
the Administrator of USAID.  Before that, she served as the Forestry Advisor in USAID’s 
Latin America and Caribbean Bureau for 5 years, managing regional conservation 
programs in the Amazon and advising on climate change, sustainable forestry, and natural 
resources management programming in the region.  Kunen joined USAID as a AAAS 
Science Policy Fellow in 2003, working in the Office of Natural Resources Management 
in the Economic Growth, Agriculture, and Trade Bureau.  Kunen received a Ph.D. in 
anthropology from the University of Arizona in 2001 and taught anthropology and 
archaeology before joining USAID, with appointments at Northern Arizona University 
and Georgetown University.  She is currently Adjunct Professor in the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of Maryland.  Kunen is the author of numerous scholarly 
articles and a book, “Ancient Maya Life in the Far West Bajo: Social and Environmental 
Change in the Wetlands of Belize.”   

MARIA CARMEN LEMOS, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

ENVIRONMENT, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN      

 
Maria Carmen Lemos is an Associate Professor of Natural Resources and Environment at 
the University of Michigan. She has taught at the University of Michigan since 2002, 
where she previously served as an Assistant Professor and a Faculty Associate. Prior to her 
work at the University of Michigan, Lemos worked as a Professor at the University of 
Arizona’s Latin American Area Center from 1998-2002. Lemos’ work has been featured 
in many publications such as the Journal of the American Water Resources Association, Revista 
Ambiante and Sociedade, and the Bulletin of Latin American Research. She has also co-authored 
many publications including: Technical knowledge and democratic decision-making: building 
adaptive capacity of fresh water systems in Brazil and The Watermark Project: Analyzing Water 
Management Reform in Brazil. Lemos has had the honor of receiving the James Martin 21st 
Century School Fellowship from Oxford University and the Kavli Fellowship from the 
U.S. National Academy of Sciences, among others honors. Lemos earned her Ph.D. and 
MSc. in Political Science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Economics from the Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora in 
Brazil.  

JUDITH MORRISON, SENIOR ADVISER, GENDER AND DIVERSITY UNIT, INTER-
AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK       

 
Judith Morrison currently serves as the Senior Adviser of the Gender and Diversity Unit at the 
Inter-American Development Bank. Previously, Morrison was the executive director of the 
Inter-Agency Consultation on Race in Latin America at the Inter-American Dialogue. She 
has also served as Director of the Brazil program at the Inter-American Foundation and as the 
division chief for the Eastern South American, Southern Cone, and Caribbean Regions. What 
is more, she has presented on issues of race and gender before expert panels in the U.S., South 
Africa, and throughout Latin America. Since 1998, Morrison has negotiated over 10 million 
dollars in social investment agreements with U.S. and Latin American steel, defense, 
automobile, consumer goods, and manufacturing industries. Morrison was a contributing 
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editor of Economic Development in Latin American Communities of African Descent and a 
contributor to both Africana: The Encyclopedia of the African and African-American Experience, and 
Afropedia. She has also published numerous articles on the political history of Latin America 
with Harvard University. Morrison earned her Master’s degree in income distribution and 
poverty alleviation from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where she graduated with 
a Carroll Wilson Award for international research and a Woodrow Wilson fellowship. 

ERIC OLSON, SENIOR ASSOCIATE, MEXICO INSTITUTE, WOODROW WILSON CENTER 

 
Eric L. Olson is a Senior Associate at the Mexico Institute of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars. In this position, he oversees the Institute’s work on 
U.S.-Mexico security cooperation and research on organized crime and drug trafficking 
between the U.S., Mexico, and Central America. Prior to joining the Wilson Center, he 
was a Senior Specialist in the Department for Promotion of Good Governance at the 
Organization of American States from 2006-2007. He served as the Interim-Director for 
Government Relations at Amnesty International USA, and was Amnesty’s Advocacy 
Director for the Americas from 2002-2006. Prior to Amnesty, he was the Senior Associate 
for Mexico, and Economic Policy at the Washington Office on Latin America for eight 
years. He worked at Augsburg College’s Center for Global Education in Cuernavaca, 
Mexico from 1989-1993, where he was the program director. From 1986-1988, he 
worked in Honduras as a development specialist for several local non-governmental 
organizations. Olson has testified before the United States Congress on several occasions, 
appeared in numerous press stories as an expert commentator on human rights, drug 
policy, and organized crime. He has also written extensively on U.S.-Mexican relations, 
democratic and electoral reform in Mexico, and U.S. counternarcotics policy, and 
Colombia.  
 

CHRISTINE PENDZICH, TECHNICAL ADVISER ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY, 
USAID  

 
Christine Pendzich is an environmental specialist with over 20 years’ experience in the 
environmental and climate field, with direct substantive and project experience in forests 
and climate, water, biodiversity conservation, land administration projects, and 
community management of natural resources. She currently serves as Climate Change 
Advisor to USAID’s Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean.  Pendzich previously 
worked as Leader of the World Wildlife Fund global initiative on Forests and Climate. 
She also served as Deputy Director of World Wildlife Fund-US’ Forest Program. Before 
joining WWF-US, Pendzich was Director of The Nature Conservancy’s Brazil Program, 
leading a team of individuals based in four offices across the United States and Brazil. She 
has worked extensively in the area of environmental dispute resolution, with over a 
decade of experience in mediating, negotiating and building capacity for resolving 
environmental disputes in the U.S. and abroad. 
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BLAIR RUBLE , CHAIR, COMPARATIVE URBAN STUDIES PROJECT, WOODROW WILSON 

CENTER   

 
Blair Ruble is the Chair of the Comparative Urban Studies Project at the Woodrow 
Wilson Center, as well as the Director of the Wilson Center’s Kennan Institute. Ruble’s 
recent work has focused on urban management and regional development, specifically in 
post-Soviet Russia. Previously, Ruble served as a Staff Associate at the Social Science 
Research Council and the Assistant Executive Director at the National Council for Soviet 
and East European Research. He has also produced many noteworthy publications, 
including the following works: Creating Diversity Capital: Transnational Migrants in Montreal, 
Washington, and Kyiv, Second Metropolis: The Politics of Pragmatic Pluralism in Gilded Age 
Chicago, Silver Age Moscow, and Meiji Osaka, and Money Sings: The Politics of Urban Space in 
Post-Soviet Yaroslavl. In addition, Ruble received the Russian Federation's Presidential 
Medal for Contributions to the City of St. Petersburg in 2004, the United States Vice-
President's "Hammer Award" for Reinventing Government in 1999, and was invited to 
the Kyoto University School of Law as an honored Dean’s Guest in 1989. Ruble received 
his Ph.D. and Masters in Political Science from the University of Toronto, and holds an 
A.B. in Political Science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

PAULO SOTERO, DIRECTOR, BRAZIL INSTITUTE, WOODROW WILSON CENTER   

 
Paulo Paulo Sotero Marques is the director of the Brazil Institute of the Woodrow Wilson 
Center. From 1989 until he joined the Wilson Center, on 2006, he was the Washington 
correspondent for Estado de S. Paulo, a leading Brazilian daily newspaper. He has also been a 
regular commentator and analyst for the BBC radio Portuguese language service, Radio 
France Internationale, and is a contributor to newspapers, magazines and scholarly journals. 
From 2003 to 2006, he served as adjunct lecturer at Georgetown University Center for Latin 
American Studies of the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. In 2009, he joined the 
adjunct faculty of the Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University. 
A native of São Paulo, he started his career in journalism at Veja weekly magazine in 1968 and 
held positions in Recife, Paris, Lisbon, São Paulo, and Brasília. In Washington, he worked 
also as correspondent for Istoé weekly magazine and the financial daily Gazeta Mercantil. He 
is a member of the Maria Moors Cabot Prize Board, the Grupo de Conjuntura Internacional, 
a forum of discussion of Brazilian foreign and trade policies at the University of São Paulo, 
and the Fernando Braudel Institute of World Economics, also based in São Paulo. 
 

 


