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Population 

 Projections are critical at various scales 
to assess future demands for:

• Resources - food, water, energy
• Services - health, education
• Economics - jobs, productivity, infrastructure

 Demographers use their best tools to 
develop estimates of future population 
size and composition… 
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Fig. 1 World and continental population projections.(A) UN 2012 world population projection 
(solid red line), with 80% PI (dark shaded area), 95% PI (light shaded area), and the traditional 

UN high and low variants (dashed blue lines). 
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MOST USERS ARE NOT 
DEMOGRAPHERS 

POPULATION REFERENCE BUREAU | JUNE 2012



© 2012 Population Reference Bureau. All rights reserved. www.prb.org

Projections used in diverse ways
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Challenges for projection users

 Basic understanding of how different 
projections are developed and what 
differentiates high, low, medium. 

 Understanding underlying assumptions

 Principle of uncertainty
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Improvement of projections is critical 
but so is improving understanding
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Fig. 2 TFR and population projections for Nigeria.UN 2012 projection of (A) TFR and (B) total 
population for Nigeria (solid red lines), with 80% PI (dark shaded areas), 95% PI (light shaded 

areas), and traditional UN high and low variants (dashed blue lines). 
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How do we improve understanding 
and effective use?

 Communicate better ourselves

 Basic graphics for users with explanations

 Allow users to see and visualize all 
assumptions for every country
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