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Electoral results in the Mexican 2000 presidential election marked a significant and historical shift in the political landscape resulting in the end of 70 years of PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party) dominated rule.  Vicente Fox’s winning majority party for many Mexicans signaled regime change and the possibility for real democracy.  While some positive changes have occurred under Fox’s leadership, the consolidation of democracy continues to be an open question.  Observers critical of his governing coalition have noted for example, Vicente Fox’s perpetuation of PRI old practices to name the presidential successor—as with Santiago Creel Miranda—, also his failure to improve the country’s tax collection system, decrease the crime rates in the country, and implement successful fiscal reforms—all of which were promises of his campaign in 2000—. These issues have raised important questions about the nature of democratic rule in Mexico. 

Given this context, the 2006 presidential election is very critical to examine how well democracy is functioning in Mexico and an opportunity to re-examine old questions related to democratic values, the role of political institutions, and mass political participation. 

The March issue of the Review of Policy Research will be dedicated to exploring some of the key themes related to Mexico’s 2006 federal elections.  We are particularly interested in manuscripts addressing the following topics:

· The role of political parties in influencing the presidential elections

· Citizen engagement in the electoral process and its effect on election outcomes

· The impact of Mexican nationals outside of the U.S. in the election process

· Media effects and press coverage affecting the electoral race

· Mexican public opinion on important election issues

· Impact of the campaign finance laws on electoral candidates
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Submissions
Manuscripts submitted for consideration should be sent electronically to the attention of the Guest Editor at the e-mail address above and should not exceed 35 pages. Manuscripts should have no author identification in the cover sheets, text, notes, or sources. Please identify all authors along with contact information for each in the email message. All text should be double-spaced, 12-pitch type with reasonable margins, using MS Word format. Consult The Chicago Manual of Style for text and citation format. Authors should use parenthetical references showing author and year of publication in the text. End notes may be used for explanatory purposes only. An abstract of no more than 150 words should accompany the submission.

NB

The Review of Policy Research is an international peer-reviewed journal devoted to the dissemination of research and insightful commentary on the outcomes and consequences of policy change in domestic and comparative contexts. The Review is particularly interested in publishing manuscripts that examine issues at the intersection of policy and administration in fields such as science, technology, globalization, environment, education, health, privacy, demographics, and security. In addition to articles and symposia, the Review features brief critiques of current research by scholars and policy practitioners, as well as reviews of books, films, and electronic and other media. Currently, the Review can be found in 1800 libraries worldwide.

The Review of Policy Research is published by Blackwell Publishing on behalf of the Policy Studies Organization.

Deadline for manuscripts submission: October 15, 2005.

