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Women are not only victims of sexual 
violence

Women are not the only victims of sexual 
violence



Scarcity of evidence on Sexual Violence 
in conflict settings

• Challenges are both methodological and 
ethical

• Mixed methods are needed (population 
based surveys, service based, 
participatory research, etc.)



Congolese women are completely 
unprotected

• Complete impunity

• Lack of services for medical, psycho social 
care

• Stigma against survivors of sexual violence 
creates further isolation, trauma



Rape as “normal” behavior

• Increasing civilian 
perpetrators

• May last for many 
generations (ex. 
Cambodia)



The “production” of violent boys and men

• Need to address 
gender norms and 
violence with men 
and boys to 
“unlearn” violent 
behavior



Key issues for moving forward in addressing 
sexual violence against women in DRC

• End impunity
• Services for survivors –
• Prevention of violence, rehabilitation

– Stigma reduction
– Changing gender norms
– Involve all members of the community



Need for additional research

• Monitor extent and forms of violence 

• Access to justice 

• Quality of services to survivors/ impact



Congolese women are not just victims



Women’s experiences and voices should 
guide all interventions 

Support women’s leadership and 
participation in peacemaking efforts, and 
addressing sexual violence 
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