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FIGURE 1 
The Electronic Voting Machine used in Brazil since 1996  
  

 
 

 



In Brazil, general elections (President, Governors, Senators &  
Deputies) and municipal elections are TWO years out of phase 
since 1988 
 

1982 – Municipal & General      2000 – Municipal  
1986 – General Elections      2002 – General  Lula (1) 
1988 – Municipal       2004 -- Municipal 
1990 – General       2006 – General  Lula (2) 
1992 – Municipal       2008 – Municipal 
1994 – General  FHC (1)      2010 – General  Dilma (1) 
1996 – Municipal       2012 – Municipal 
1998 – General  FHC (2)      2014 – General  ???? 
 

Current efforts for “political reform” might attempt to unify 
these elections as of 2018 (cost reduction) 



Thus, every even year, Congress goes on  
“election recess” between mid-July & early November 
 

    In 2012, 87 deputies & 5 senators were  
 candidates for Mayor 
 

       - the other deputies campaigned to [re-]elect  
          their allies for Mayor & to city council;  
  support their own reelection bid in 2014 
 

       - the other senators campaigned for allies to  
           strengthen their position for 2014  
              reelection or for Governor  



There is a “link” between municipal and general elections: 
 
- The more mayors and city council members a party elects, 
      the more deputies it should elect two years later 
          This has been the sequence of the PT and PSB 
 

 AND VICE-VERSA 
 

 - The less mayors and city council members a party elects, 
       the less deputies it should elect two years later 
           This has been the sequence of the PFL/DEM since 2004 



During every municipal election campaign, the president’s 
governing coalition becomes “strained” [stressed] 
 

 “allied” parties become adversaries in some municípios. 
     After the elections, the president must rebuild his/her 
        governing coalition in Congress the following year & 
        & make some “readjustments” re cabinet participation 
 

 The case for Cardoso, 1996/1997 and 2000/2001, 
          and for Lula, 2004/2005 and 2008/2009 
                and will be the case for Dilma 2012/2013 
 

   the following odd year involves the election of the 
         new presidents of the Chamber and Senate  



The 2012 municipal election campaign was waged in  
       August, September and October – 
 

Exactly when the Supreme Court deliberated the MENSALÃO!! 
       - “buying” the support of allied parties in 2003 and 2004. 
 

Many PT militants thought that this would have a negative impact 
     on its candidates – and Lula tried to “lobby the high court 
     to postpone this judgment until November 2012. 
 

Several PT leaders were accused of involvement: 
   - former Deputy José Dirceu, ex-Casa Civil Chief   
   - José Genoino, then PT National President 
   - Delubio Soares, then PT National Treasurer 
   - Deputy João Paulo Cunha, then Chamber President 
   - Professor Luizinho, then deputy from SP (absolved) 
   - Paulo Rocha, then deputy from Pará  (absolved) 
   - João Magno, then deputy from M. Gerais (absolved) 



The PT-PSB coalition was split in three state capital cities: 
 
     B. Horizonte – Mayor Márcio Lacerda (PSB)  reelection 
          - PT ran former mayor Patrus Ananias 
                - Lacerda reelected on the first round 
 

     Recife – Local PT split, no consensus,  
          - PSB Governor Eduardo Campos ran Geraldo Júlio  
               - PCdoB joined PSB coalition 
          - PT ran Sen. Humberto Campos 
             - Júlio elected on 1st round; Campos placed 3rd  
 

     Fortaleza – PT mayor splits with PSB governor 
          - Mayor Luizianne Lins ran Elmano Freitas 
          - Gov. Cid Gomes ran Roberto Claudio 
   - 1st round, Freitas led by two points 
   - 2nd round, Claudio won by three points 



       
         Governor Eduardo Campos (PSB-PE) 



Elections for Mayor have absolute majority criteria 
    - only in 83 cities with more than 200,000 voters 
 

Oct. 7 - First Round Elections in 5,568 municípios  
 

Oct. 28 – Second Round Elections – 50 cities 
 
First Round Turnout: 
   Electorate   – 138,544,348 (minus Brasília) 
   Turnout       – 115,807,514  84.59% 
   Abstention --   22,736,804  16.41% 
   Valid Votes (Mayor)      – 102,931,926  88.89% 
   Blanks & Nulls (Mayor) –  12,869,332  11.11% 



Electorate (Brasil) 
   2008  130,469,549 
   2012  140,646,446 (+7.2%) 
 
  Eligible to vote (minus Brasília) 
     2008  128,804,063 
     2012  138,544,348 (+7.53%) 
             

         - 51.90% women 
         -   5.53% illiterates 
         - 13.41% “read and write” [only] 
         -   7.38% eighth grade complete 
         - 14.49% high school complete 
         -   4.38% college education 



Fewer young voters (age 16-17) 
     - 2004  3,609,241 
     - 2008  2,923,485 
     - 2012   2,913,627 
 
Number of Municípios  5.568 
  145 with only ONE candidate 
  41 – with only women candidates 
 
Number of Candidates: 
      Mayor           
             15,257 in 2008 
      15,550 in 2012 
      City Council  
     345,397 in 2008 
     435,800 in 2012 (5,405 more slots in 2012) 
 

 



TABLE 1 - Reelection of Mayors: 2000, 2004, 2008 & 2012 
 
       Eligible for     Candidates 
      Year   Reelection  Reelection      %          Reelected         %  . 
 
     2000   5,558    3,448       62.0%        2,006       58.2% 
     2004   3,556    2,251       63.3%        1,310       58.2% 
     2008   4,368    3,361       76.9%        1,899       56.5% 
     2012   3,659    2,736       74.8%        1,505       55.0%  



TABLE 2  -- Women Candidates in 2008 & 2012 
 
Mayor              
 

    2008    1,580  (10.40%)  
        - 503 elected (31.8%)  (9.1% of total) 
 

    2012    1,908  (12.45%)       
        - 674 elected (33.2%)  (12.2% of total) 
 
City Council     
 

    2008     73,392 (27.4%)  6,512 elected (8.9%) 
    2012   133,864 (31.2%)  7,648 elected (5.2%) 



TABLE 3 -- Candidates for Mayor (2004/2008/2012):  
                      For the Twelve Largest Parties 
 

                                Nº of Candidates                   % Difference        . 
Party  2004        2008      2012       2004/2008     2008/2012 
 

PMDB 2,481      2,779      2,257          +12.0            - 18.8% 
PT  1,947      1,675      1,779          - 14.0             + 6.2% 
PSDB 1,928      1,870      1,618          -   3.0            - 13.5% 
 

PSD    -  -           -  -        1,091            xxx xxx 
PP  1,272      1,259      1,074          -   0.1            - 14.7% 
PSB     620         933      1,032          +50.5            +10.6% 
 

PDT     855      1,008         837          +17.9            - 17.0% 
PFL/DEM 1,759      1,299         729          - 26.2            - 56.1% 
PL/PR 1,067         953         704          - 10.7            - 26.1% 
 

PTB  1,094      1,053         819          -   0.4            - 22.2% 
PPS    903 538        429          - 40.4            - 20.3% 
PCdoB   104 197        226          +89.4            +14.7% 



TABLE 4 - Party Performance in 1st Round Municipal Elections, 2004-2012: 
  Cities Won and Party Vote Total (in 000) 
              
                        2 0 0 4                2 0 0 8                 2 0 1 2           Variation Party Vote  . 
Party           Nº     Votes        Nº       Votes        Nº    Votes        2004-2008     2008-2012     
 
PMDB      1,048   14,249     1,201   18,492     1,035   16,716        +27.78%      -  9.60% 
PSDB         861    15,748       785    14,358        708   13,951        -  8.83%     -   2.83% 
PT              400    16,326       547    16,535        648   17,263        + 1.28%      +  4.40% 
 
PSD             - -        -  -      - -       -  -            499     5,826             -  -               -  - 
PPB/PP      550     6,103        549     6,143        470     5,383        +  0.66%      -12.37% 
PSB            172     4,475        311     5,872        440     8,624        +31.22%     +46.87% 
 
PDT            299     5,667        341     6,102        317     6,258          +7.68%      + 2.56% 
PFL/DEM   790    11,238        497     9,328        278     4,541        - 17.00%      -51.32% 
PTB            421     5,255        415     5,081        297     4,009          - 3.31%      -21.10% 
 
PL/PR        380     5,022        383     4,283        276      3,751         -14.72%     +12.42% 
PPS            302    4,948        130     2,814        123      2,438         - 43.13%    - 13.36% 
PV                56    1,369          75      2,967         98      2,127        +116.73%    - 28.31% 
PCdoB         10       889          39     1,768          41      1,874          +98.88%     + 5.60% 
 
Other         274    4,001        329      5,890                  10,080         +47.21%     +83.50% 
 
Total       5,507  95,112     5,527    99,273    5,518    102,844        +  4.37%      + 3.60% 



FIRST ROUND ELECTION RESULTS: 
 

São Paulo  the “Big Casino” 
   PT  1988 (Luiza Erundina)  
   Maluf & Pitta  1992 & 1996   
   PT  2000 (Marta Suplicy) 
   PSDB (Serra)  2004 
   DEM (Kassab)  2008 
 

PT strategy, “first the city (2012), then the state (2014)”  
   - Lula “snubbed” Marta Suplicy & imposed Fernando Haddad 
   - Lula brings Maluf into PT coalition [“nothing is impossible”] 
 

PSDB launches José Serra 
 

PRB launched Celso Russomanno (TV presenter) 



Photo: Agência Estado 

18 June 2012 – Lula & Haddad visit Maluf to seal coalition  



  Cartoon by Sponholz 

“Weight lifting” - Lula and Maluf are allies for Haddad  
      Lula: “Are you getting tired, Maluf?” 
    Maluf: “Carrying cash in your underwear is much lighter!”      



       TSE 
                                    25-26   19-20  10-11   26-27     2-3          7 
Candidate (Party)       June     July    Sept.   Sept.    Oct.      Oct.    
 

Russomanno (PRB)    26%     31%     35% 30% 25% 21.6% 
J. Serra (PSDB)      30%     27%     21%     22%     23%     30.9% 
Haddad (PT)        7%       8%     15%     18%     19%     29.0% 
Chalita (PMDB)        6%       6%       8%       9%     11%     13.6% 
Others*       15%     10%       7%       7%       7%      
Blank/Null      11%     10%       8%       9%       8%  
DK/NR         6%       6%       5%       5%       6% 
 

Russomanno peaked in September (35%), then declined 
    five points in successive polls  21.6% 
 

Serra declined to 23% and then posted 30.9% 
 

Haddad picked up ten points at the “finish line”  29.0% 



TABLE 4 – First Round Elections for Mayor in 2000,    
                   2004, 2008 & 2012: 15 Largest Parties 
 
Party           2000         2004          2008        2012      
 
PMDB         1,253        1,048        1,191         1,035 
PSDB             990           861           786            708 
PT                  174           400           552            648 
PSD              - -          - -             - -              499 
PPB/PP          617           550           551            470 
 
PSB               131           172           312             440 
PDT             288           299           349             317 
PTB                397           421           407             297 
PFL/DEM    1,028            790           493             278 
PPS                164           302           130             123         
 
PL/PR             233           380           383             276 
PV                           98 
PSC                           84 
PRB             - -           - -      - -                78 
PCdoB               1             10              41               57 
Other             257           274             329  
 
Total            5,528        5,507          5,524         5,518 



TABLE 5 – First Round Elections for Mayor by the  
                   11 Largest Parties in 2004, 2008 & 2012:  
                    26 State Capitals and the Largest Cities  
        
                           T O T A L                   26 Capitals        79 Cities  85 Cities 
Party          2004    2008     2012      2004   2008   2012      2008        2012 
 
PMDB       1,048    1,191    1,035        01       02       02         09            04         
PT                400      552        648        06       06       01         13            06  
PSDB           861      786        708        00       02       01         07            08 
PSD            - -        - -          499        - -       - -        00         - -             02 
 
PP                550      551        470        00       01       01          03           02 
PSB             172      312        440        01       02       02          03           04   
PDT             299      349         317       01       00       01          04           03  
PFL/DEM    790       493        278        01       00       00          04          00       
 
PL/PR         380       383        276        00       00       00          01           00 
PTB            421       401        297        01       00       00          00           00 
PPS            302       130        123        01       00       00          00           00 
 
Other          329       370       427        00        02       00          03           03 
 
Total        5,507    5,524    5,518        11        15       09          49           35 
 



TABLE 7 – Election of City Council Members, 10 
                    Largest Parties: 2004, 2008 and 2012 
 
                                                                                                  2008         2012 
        Elected  in:                2012 Election             vs.        Votes 
Party     2004     2008           Elected    Votes*         2012       per Seat 
 
PMDB    8,315       8,475           7,964      11,124          - 511        1,396.7 
PSDB    6,563       5,897           5,248        9,022          - 649        1,719.1 
PT    3,679       4,168           5,164      10,979         + 966        2,126.1 
 
PPB/PP    5,457       5,128           4,929        6,718         - 199        1,363.0 
PSD     -  -   -  -             4,663        6,150            - -        1,318.9 
PDT    3,250       3,523           3,654        6,366         + 131        1,742.2 
 
PTB    4,209       3,934           3,566        5,491          - 368        1,539.8 
PSB    1,834       2,956           3,556        6,497         + 600        1,827.1 
PFL/DEM         6,460       4,801           3,275        4,702       - 1,526        1,435.7 
PL/PR    3,824       3,534           3,190        5,098         -  344        1,598.1 
________________________________ 
* - In thousands. 



TABLE – Women as Candidates for City Council and 
 Number of Women Elected (2012) 
 
                                C a n d i d a t e s      .              Council Members Elected 
Party              Total       Women        %    .             Total       Women      %    . 
 
PMDB      40,611      13,331       32.8%              7,961       1,129       14.2% 
PT 38,758      12,815       33.1%              5,186          741      14.3%   
PSDB 32,117      10,605       33.0%              5,259          721      13.7% 
PSD 21,693        6,553       30.2%              4,663          648      13.9% 
 
PP 27,380        8,704       31.8%              4,931          677       13.7% 
PSB 23,938        7,482       31.3%              3,556          433       12.2% 
PDT 24,861        7,862       31.6%              3,662          455      12.4% 
DEM 20.689        6,824       33.0%              3,275          437      13.3% 
 
PR 20,530        6,438       31.4%              3,189          401      12.6% 
PPS 16,565        5,069       30.6%              1,859          228       12.3% 
PCdoB 12,167        3,904       32.1%                 976          133       13.6% 



The Second Round Runoff Election – 28th October 
 
Eligible voters   31,725,967 
Voters to Polls 26.5 million 
     - Abstention  19.11% 
 

Valid votes  23,300,841 
    Nulls  6.6% 
    Blanks  3.25% 
 

50 cities  17 state capital cities + 33 large cities 



Reelection of Mayors 
 

    2008, 51 ran and 44 were reelected  86.3% 
    2012, 40 ran and 27 were reelected  67.5% 
 
Election of Federal Deputies 
 

     2004, 18 deputies were elected  22.0% 
     2008, 16 deputies were elected  16.8% 
     2012, 25 deputies were elected  27.8% 



Parties that maintained their municípios 
 
  Elected    Maintain 
Party  in 2008   in 2012        %  . 
 

PSB    310      126      40.6% 
PT    556      219      39.4% 
PMDB 1,198      412      34.4% 
 

PSDB    791      257      32.5% 
PP    551      172      31.2% 
PDT    351        92      26.2% 
 

PTB    412      104      25.2% 
PR    385        89      23.1% 
PCdoB      41          9      22.0% 
 

DEM    496      104      21.0% 
PPS    128        23      18.0% 



Reversals between 1st & 2nd Rounds (1996-2012) 
    
            2nd Rd.   No. of   Point Difference 1st2nd  
Year     Elect.      Revrs.       %  Under 5   5-to-10   Over 10 
 
1996  31    7  22.6        2         4            1 
2000  31    6  19.4        2             2         2 
2004  44  12  27.3        6        4         2 
2008  30    5  16.7        1        2         2 
2012  50  13  26.0          7        3             3 



There were SIX “reversals” (1st  2nd rounds) – some very close. 
 

   1) São Paulo – Serra (PSDB) won 1st round 30.75% vs. 28.98% 
       Haddad (PT) won 2nd round 55.6% vs. 44.4% 
 

   2) Curitiba – Ratinho Jr. (PSC) won 1st round 34.09% vs.27.22% 
        Fruet (PDT) won 2nd round 60.6% vs. 39.4% 
 

   3) Fortaleza – Freitas (PT) won 1st round 25.44% vs. 23.32% 
        Claudio (PSB) won 2nd round 53.0% vs. 47.0% 
 

   4) Belém – Rodrigues (PSoL) won 1st round 32.58% vs. 30.67% 
         Coutinho (PSDB) won 2nd round 56.1% vs. 43.9% 
 

   5) P. Velho – Garçon (PV) won 1st round 24.76% vs. 18.99% 
                   Nazif (PSB) won 2nd round 63.0% vs. 37.0%  
 

   6) Macapá – Goés (PDT) won 1st round 40.18% vs. 27.89% 
                   Luís (PSoL) won 2nd round 50.8% vs. 49.2% 



In FOUR state capital cities, the new mayor  
         defeated the “governor’s candidate”: 
 

São Paulo – Mayor (PT) vs. Governor (PSDB) 
      PSDB has governed state of SP for 20 years 
 

Salvador – Mayor (DEM) vs. Governor (PT) 
      ACM Neto (DEM) the grandson of ACM (Carlismo) 
 

Curitiba – Mayor (PDT) vs. Governor (PSDB) 
      Fruet (PDT) was ex-PSDB, had support of PT 
 

Campo Grande – Mayor (PP) vs. Governor (PMDB) 
      PMDB has governed C, Grande for 20 years 



The 33 LARGER cities (results somewhat  
       different from 17 capitals): 
 
 PMDB - 6 
 PSDB - 6 
 PT      - 5 
 PSB   - 3 
 PSD   - 2 
 PP      - 1 
 PDT    - 1 
 DEM   - 1 
 PR      - 1 
 Other  - 7 



PT & PSB juxtaposed in 15 states 
 
Alagoas      Maranhão 
Amazonas     Mato Grosso 
Ceará      Minas Gerais 
Distrito Federal     Piauí 
Pará      Roraima 
Paraiba      S. Catarina 
Paraná      São Paulo 
Pernambuco 



                Conclusions: 
 
1) Elections were highly competitive 
2) 50 runoff elections – a record 
4) In the G-85 cities 
       - 40 mayors ran for reelection 
              - 27 were reelected (67.5%) 
       - 75% elected the same 7 parties (since 1996) 
              PMDB, PT, PSDB, DEM, PSB, PP & PDT 
       - 13 “reversals” – 1st  2nd round 
5) More women as candidates; more elected 
6) 25 federal deputies were elected Mayor (27.8%) 
7) Who “Won”?  PSB, PT and PSD 
8) Who “Lost”  DEM 
9) Who “Declined”  PMDB, PSDB, PP, PR, PDT & PTB 
10) Ficha Suja Law had strong impact 



               Perspectives for 2013? 
 

1) In 2013, Pres. Dilma will 
  -- re-articulate support base in Congress 
       -- reorganize/adjust cabinet composition  
            - position for the PSD 
            - something more for PMDB 
            - more space for PSB 
2) Election Chamber & Senate Presidents 1st Feb. 
    - Senate  Sen. Renan Calheiros (PMDB-AL) 
    - Chamber  Henrique Alves (PMDB-RN)?? 
          BUT rebellion afoot (PSB-PSD) + other Deps.?? 
3) Political Reform in 2013?? 
      - No $$$ & TV time for new parties?? 
      - Prohibit coalitions in elections for deputy? 
      - Exclusive public finance for elections? 
      - Coincide muncipal & general elections for 2018? 
4) Tax & fiscal reforms?  
5) Privatize more airports? 



           Perspectives for 2014? 
 
1) Will Dilma Rousseff run for reelection? 
2) Eduardo Campos (PSB)? 
       - run for the Senate? 
       - run for President? 
       - Vice-Presidential candidate? 
    - with Aécio Neves (PSDB) 
3) Aécio Neves “finally” PSDB candidate? 
4) Will Marina Silva organize new party?  
5) Important state governor races 
       - SP – Alckmin (PSDB) vs. PT 
       - PR – Gleisei Hoffmann (PT) 
       - PE – Can the PSB elect governor? 
       - BA – Gabrielli (PT) vs. ?? 
       - CE – Who will be the PSB & PT candidates? 
       - MG – Márcio Lacerda cand. for Governor? 
                      -  PT candidate? 
       - RJ – Pezão (PMDB) vs. PT, PSDB, etc.? 
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