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Making the Case is

An evidence-based advocacy initiative

Focused on increasing the funding level of USAID’s 
family planning program

Complements larger advocacy efforts

Funded by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation and 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Institute at Johns Hopkins 
University



Making the Case is led by Former Directors 
of USAID’s Population Program

J. Joseph Speidel, Adjunct Professor, 
University of CA, San Francisco 1978-1983

Steven Sinding, Senior Scholar, Guttmacher Institute 1983-1986

Duff Gillespie, Professor, Johns Hopkins University 1986-1993

Elizabeth Maguire, President and CEO, Ipas 1993-1999

Margaret Neuse, Independent Consultant 2000-2006

USAID tenure

Combined years: Director – 28 years
In USAID – 107 years
In International Development – 187 years



Making the Case Strategy and Tactics

Are the product of consultations with advocacy 
community, congressional staffers, lobbyists, public 
relation experts, and international survey of 
reproductive health communities

Have a narrow focus reflecting comparative advantage of 
former directors

Will appeal to broadest spectrum of policy makers who 
control funding

Exclude non-funding related messages, e.g., elimination 
of Global Gag Rule, women empowerment, etc.



The “Billion Dollar Ask” Letter

Excerpt of a July 15th, 2008 letter signed by 13 U.S. Senators and addressed to 
Chairman Patrick Leahy and Ranking Member Judd Gregg of the Subcommittee 
on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs, Committee on Appropriations

“This continuing population growth is a major 
contributor to resource scarcity and hinders 
efforts to combat climate change. Unsustainable 
population growth plays a role in the destruction 
of forests and the spread of deserts, the 
pollution and overfishing of oceans and 
waterways, and increases in emissions 
that contribute to global climate change.”
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How can MTC best be used to increase 
support for family planning?

•MTC Report

•Activities of the Former Directors

•Complement and supplement other advocacy 
groups

•Overseas activities















USAID Population Funds



Let the Games Begin

•Reverend Rick Warren gives Invocation

•President Obama rescinds Mexico City Policy

•President Obama states intention to support UNFPA

•Amendment making Mexico City Law defeated in Senate

•Obama strips Family Planning from Stimulus Package

•Discount pricing for college and Planned Parenthood Facilities

•Increase in International Family Planning Budget



FY2009 International Family Planning 
Budget ($545 million)

9%

4% 2%

80%

5%
CHCS 
ESF
IO&P
GHCS/UNFPA
EURASIA



Approval of Barack Obama’s Actions as 
President

Naming special envoys for 
Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan

Tightening ethics rules for 
administration officials

Limiting interrogation
techniques on prisoners

Instituting higher fuel
efficiency standards

Making it easier for workers
to sue for pay discrimination

Ordering Guantanamo Bay
prison be closed

Allow funding for overseas family 
planning groups that provide abortions

76%

76%

74%

66%

44%

35%

74%

Source: Jan 30 – Feb 1 USA today/Gallup poll



U.S. leadership is more than the U.S. 
government, but the economic crisis 
makes USAID programs even more 
important.



“Contrary to the Malthusian view that 
population will grow to the limit of however 

many kids can be fed, in fact parents choose to 
have enough kids to give them a high chance 
that several will survive to support them as 
they grow old. As the number of kids who 
survive to adulthood goes up, parents can 
achieve this goal without having as many 

children.”

Bill Gates, Annual Letter, 2009, page 6
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Thank You
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