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Total Population: USA, Europe, China 
and Sub-Saharan Africa (000s) 
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Illustrations of Local Population Growth  
(millions – Med/Hi/Constant) 

   2010        2050     2100 

Nigeria    158            390/433/504      730/1024/2660 

Uganda      33  94/106/144        171/246/1095 

Niger       15       55/61/76            139/188/690 

                     _________________________________ 
 
CHINA        944          726       548 
(15-59) 
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Total fertility rates in some Sub-
Saharan countries, 1990 – 2005 
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UN vs. DHS Fertility Decline,  
mid 1990s to 2010-15 
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Per capita GDP in Kenya and Uganda, 1990 
constant international dollars, 1950–2008 
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Female education is a critically important factor influencing 
fertility levels.  
 
Increasing female education rates brings down both real 
fertility and the desired number of children.  
 
More educated women  
 
• tend to marry later (which is a strong predictor of fertility 

decline in traditional societies with low contraception 
prevalence and socio-cultural norms suppressing 
extramarital fertility),  

• are more informed about contraception,  
• have better access to it, and  
• tend to use family planning more often and more 

effectively. 
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