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Dian DeGette is a Democratic Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from the 
First Congressional District of Colorado since 1997.  She is vice chair of the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce where she serves on three subcommittees, including the 
Subcommittee on Health.   She is also a member of the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  In 2005 she was appointed to the House Democratic leadership as Chief 
Deputy Whip after serving six years as regional whip.  Prior to her election to Congress 
she served two terms in the Colorado House of Representatives where she served as 
Assistant Minority Leader from 1993-1995.  She received her B.A. from Colorado 
College and her J.D. from New York University School of Law. 
 
Mike Rogers is a Republican Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from the 
Eighth Congressional District of Michigan since 2001.  He is a member of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee, including its Subcommittee on Health, and is also a member 
of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.  He is a veteran of the U.S. 
Army where he served as an officer and company commander, and a former agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation where he served on the Chicago Bureau’s organized 
crime unit.  He was elected to the Michigan State Senate in 1994, rising to the position of 
Republican Floor Leader in 1999.  He is co-founder of E.B.I. Builders, Inc., a family 
construction firm.  He is a graduate of Adrian College in Michigan and of the University 
of Michigan Reserve Officer Training Corps.    
 
Julia Lynch is the Janice and Julian Bers Assistant Professor in the Social Sciences at 
the University of Pennsylvania where she has taught since 2001.  Her research concerns 
the politics of inequality, social policy and the economy in comparative perspective, with 
a focus on the countries of Western Europe and special emphasis on the politics of health 
in advanced industrialized nations.  She is author of Age in the Welfare State: The 
Origins of Social Spending on Pensioners, Works and Children (Cambridge University 
Press) and is currently working on a book on the politics of territorial health and health 
care inequalities in Europe.  She earned a bachelor’s degree from Harvard and a Ph.D. 
from the University of California, Berkeley.    
 
Ceci Connolly is a national staff writer for The Washington Post where she has worked 
since 1997.  She is currently writing about health care in America and the health care 
legislative battles in Congress.  During the course of her tenure at the Post she has had 
broad experience covering politics, from the 2000 Gore campaign for president and the 
contested outcome, to congressional and gubernatorial elections, and the speakerships of 
Newt Gingrich and Dennis Hastert.  Prior to working for the Post she was Washington 
correspondent for the St. Petersburg Times where she reported on Congress from the 
beginning of the Republican Revolution in 1994 through the budget battles of 1995.  In 
1996 she covered Bob Dole’s campaign for the presidency.  She got her start in 
Washington as a reporter for the Congressional Quarterly magazine where she wrote 
about politics and health care.  She is a graduate of Boston College and the Poynter 
Institute for Media Studies, and in 2001 was awarded a fellowship at the Institute of 
Politics at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. 


