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The puzzle: NGOs have emerged in
China, but authoritarianism persists

® How do NGOs emerge in closed political
systems, like China’s! What specific steps

do they take to survive?

® What effect has the emergence of Chinese
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What makes the book unique?

® Focused on PROCESS, not (presumed) RESULT

® A larger-N comparative study of different types
of NGOs: environment, HIV/AIDS, gay & lesbian
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Case selection: reason to expect
different response across issue areas
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Multi-method, cross-regional data
collection and analyses

Data collection: Field |
research in China ’07-08 M e

P

Exploratory: In-depth, semi- S

structured interviews with & _ T Béijing
NGO leaders (~80) B/ NS& M
| s~ S Henan
Confirmatory: Web-based, PPN s e
nationwide survey (~100) %“ - QEeamS
; iy

Analyzed qualitatively and
quantitatively



What do NGOs have to work with?
The analytical framework

® Political Opportunities: small ‘policy
windows’, not ‘big opportunities’

® Fconomic Opportunities: financial resources,
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Opportunities emerge
by accident and design

® Economic development has side effects;
state knows problems need to be solved

® Decentralization and the retreating state
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Received wisdom: expect different
relations across issue areas
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NGO-state relations were mostly
as expected in Beijing...

High

Enviropsmient
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But these patterns in Beijing were
rarely duplicated elsewhere

e |ocal interests differ from and matter more
than central interests

* Decentralization plays important role
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Henan: reputational concerns close
space, especially for HIV/AIDS work
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Yunnan: economic interests changed
opportunities for issue areas

High HIV/AKDS
Gay & Lesbian




All (Chinese NGO)
politics are local

® NGOs choices are highly constrained by
local government interests; close relations
with the center don’t guarantee viability

® |ssues and regions that were once ‘heaven’
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Agency matters: NGOs can adapt to
enjoy more opportunities

* Adjust group activities to match (local)
government interests, rhetorically and
substantively

~* Increase
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transparency, actively and passively
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Theoretical and empirical
implications

® Relationship between NGOs and
authoritarian governments is not zero-sum

® ‘Co-dependent’ state—society relations
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Understanding NGO development
helps explain other emerging patterns

® Working carefully within confines of the system,
NGOs can make policy change (at the margins)

® Funders might not be able to achieve dual goals
of tackling social problems and build civil society
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Exporting China’s model of
state-society relations!?

® The society-side of the ‘go out’ policy

® What happens when NGOs who are doing the
‘teaching’ have themselves emerged within an
entirely different political context!?
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Hypothesizing the effect of
Chinese NGOs on local NGOs

® Hop No effect ® H; Chinese NGOs re-
socialized by others, re-learn
e H, Effect, but unintended and from Western NGOs
weak (no state links?); pro- operating in same context!?
authoritarian

® H; Chinese NGOs and
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Testing the hypotheses

® Funding sources likely matter;‘independent’ v.
state-supported?

® British Academy-funded research to commence
Spring/Summer 2014
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