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National Security and  

Climate Change: 
What Do We Need to Know? 



2010 National Security Strategy 

“The change wrought by a 

warming planet will lead to 

new conflicts over refugees 

and resources; new suffering 

from drought and famine; 

catastrophic natural disasters; 

and the degradation of land 

across the globe.”  

“The danger from climate change 

is real, urgent, and severe.” 



Quadrennial Defense Review 

“Climate change poses [a] 

significant challenge for the 

United States and the world 

at large.” 



Quadrennial Homeland Security Review 

“Climate change and 

associated trends may 

… indirectly act as 

‘threat multipliers.’” 

“They aggravate 

stressors abroad that can 

enable terrorist activity 

and violence, such as 

poverty, environmental 

degradation, and social 

tensions.” 



U.S. Energy Sector Report on Vulnerabilities to  

Climate Change 

“[Climate change] trends could 

restrict the supply of secure, 

sustainable and affordable 

energy critical to the nation’s 

economic growth.” 



GAO High-Risk Report 

“Climate change poses risks to many 

environmental and economic systems 

. . . and presents a significant financial 

risk to the federal government.” 



Implications for the Arctic Region 

“Even as we work domestically and 

internationally to minimize the effects of 

climate change, the effects are already 

apparent in the Arctic.” 

-National Strategy for the Arctic Region, 

May 2013 



2014 Report by the Intergovernmental  

Panel on Climate Change 

“Throughout the 21st century, 

climate-change impacts are 

projected to slow down 

economic growth, make 

poverty reduction more 

difficult, further erode food 

security, and prolong existing 

and create new poverty traps, 

the latter particularly in urban 

areas and emerging hotspots of 

hunger.” 



2014 National Climate Assessment 

“Climate change, once considered 

an issue for a distant future, has 

moved firmly to the present.” 



2013 Significant Climate Anomalies and Events 

-National Climatic Data Center, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration- 



2011 & 2012 – Extreme Flooding and Drought on the 

Mississippi River 



Impacts on Infrastructure 



Infrastructure Interdependencies 



Typhoon Haiyan 

“[I]n a sense, climate change can now 

be considered another weapon of mass 

destruction, perhaps the world’s most 

fearsome weapon of mass destruction.” 

–Senator John Kerry on the destruction 

caused by Typhoon Haiyan 



Three Pillars of the President’s Climate Action Plan 

Cut Carbon 
Pollution in 

America 
Prepare the 

United States 
for the 

Impacts of 
Climate 
Change 

Lead 
International 

Efforts to 
Address 
Climate 
Change 


