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In recent years, Mexico has faced a grave public security crisis. From 2006 to 2009, rampant cartel-related 
violence has killed more than 13,000 people, including hundreds of police and military personnel. Given the 
inability of domestic law enforcement agencies to adequately address these challenges, Mexico has deployed 
tens of thousands of troops to restore order and combat violent organized crime groups. In addition, Mexican 
and U.S. officials initiated unprecedented measures to promote cross-border collaboration in law enforcement 
and security, including the multi-billion dollar Mérida Initiative to share responsibilities in fighting the war on 

drugs. These developments raise a host of questions about the course of Mexican public security and the 
prospects for strengthening the rule of law. This monograph brings together the works of nine exceptional 

scholars who present timely analysis of these questions, provide a thorough assessment of Mexico's principal 
domestic security challenges, and offer insights on how to tackle them. 

 
 

Please RSVP to mexico@wilsoncenter.org 
For directions, please visit wilsoncenter.org/directions.  


