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Scope of the presentation

• Background

• Follow up of study recommendations 
o 3 immediate 

o 6 medium term

o 5 long term

• An example of a response from a sector

• Conclusions

USAID Seminar, Washington DC 2



Background - Swaziland

• Challenges 
o Poverty 
o Food insecurity
o HIV  burden

• Opportunities
o Country stable and has good road access
o Population is homogeneous 
o Swaziland has current data on violence
o National leadership has been supportive
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HIV Prevalence Rates in Selected Countries, 
Swaziland Demographic Health Survey 2007

26
24 24

18
16 16

12

7 7 6 6 5
3 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1

4

Percent HIV positive among population age 15-49



HIV Prevalence among Population Age 2 and Older 
by Age and Sex, Swaziland 2006/7
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Study recommendations
Implementation summary

Short term Medium Term Long Term

 Local dissemination of 
findings

 Public information
campaign

 Capacity Building for key 
government, NGOs

Lead agency Strengthen legal system Share experience 

 Further analysis Integrate SV messages 
into school programs

o Surveillance system

o Evidence-based 
intervention

 Communication for 
social change

o NPA - violence 
prevention

 Follow up studies

o Shelter, counsel victims
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Tick mark denotes task done, open dot means task started but not 
completed, and solid dot  indicates task that has not started



Update on immediate term 
recommendations

Recommendation Update
Local dissemination of findings Launching of study findings ; role of 

Deputy Prime Minister
Separate briefs for parliamentarians, 
civil society organizations, church groups, 
teachers, staff of government ministries, 
police, school children, community child 
protectors,

Lead agency to coordinate prevention, 
response

Children’s Coordination Unit, DSW. 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

Further analysis of the data EIS presentation (2008)
Lancet article (2009); other papers  
Preparation of 10 point brief in Siswati
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Update on medium term 
recommendations

Recommendation Update
Public information campaign Annual campaign since 2007, 2008, 2009

Weekly Children’s radio, newspapers  articles

Strengthening legal action  Sexual Offenses and Domestic Violence Bill
New legislation on trafficking
 1st Child-friendly court established in Mbabane 
 76% of police stations have child-friendly spaces  

Integrate sexual violence 
message into school programs

Message incorporated in DAC, Life skills education, 
sports , peer groups , Cage Givers, Lihlompe Lukalela

Evidence-based intervention o Focus on schools, violence prevention one of six 
pillars of a school-based intervention called SCCS

NPA on violence prevention  Initial consultation 

Safe shelter, counseling for 
victims

 Shelter is lacking. 
 Initial steps in counseling victim  
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Update on long term 
recommendations

Recommendation Update

Human, operational capacity of 
government agencies, NGOs

 Domestic Violence Sexual Offenses Unit  in 
Directorate of Public Prosecutor’s Office, Police
Dept of Social Welfare , Children’s Coordination 
Unit  in the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
NGOs (SWAAGA, Save the Children) 
Ministry of Education and Media

Share experience with other 
countries

Nairobi conference 2007, 3rd Global Congress on 
sexual exploitation of children in Brazil in 2008
Findings presented to all UNICEF representatives in 
Africa. Tanzania and Kenya to replicate study  

Injury surveillance system o Consultation on a national surveillance system on 
violence and abuse successfully concluded  

Communication strategy  Conceptual stage 

Follow up studies  No
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An example 
Education sector

• School-based interventions

• School and community collaboration 

• School supervision 

• Case reporting and toll free line

• Case investigation, counseling, and retrieval

• Measures taken to redress the situation
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Response to abuse in schools
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Conclusions
• Study findings stimulated national dialogue on a sensitive 

topic. Swaziland is now past the denial phase
• Study provided informed draft legislation and policies and 

created some urgency to finalize these instruments
• The experience of Swaziland has relevance for other 

countries concerned about violence against children and 
young women

• Violence prevention and control calls for broad 
partnerships – i.e. individuals, institutions, and sectors

• Collaboration of CDC and UNICEF, two agencies with 
different skills and resources, has moved the agenda 
forward
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