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Objectives 
of Today’s 
Presentation

HPP strengthens 
maternal health



Categories of 
Disrespect and Abuse

• Physical Abuse
• Non-Dignified Care
• Non-Consented Care
• Non-Confidential Care
• Discrimination
• Abandonment or 

Withholding of Care
• Detention in Facilities

-Bowser and Hill (2010)

Source: USAID TRAction Project



Break the Silence

O n l i n e  L i n k



Human rights and access to 
quality care

• The rights argument is commonly framed 
within the context of access to health care 
services

• Access is not sufficient

• Disrespectful and abusive behavior does 
happen even where women have free 
access to maternity care 



Human Rights:
Underlying Cause and Potential Solution



Category of Disrespect and Abuse Corresponding Right

1. Physical abuse Freedom from harm and ill treatment

2. Non-consented care Right to information, informed consent and refusal, and 
respect for choices and preferences, including 
companionship during maternity care

3. Non-confidential care Confidentiality, privacy

4. Non-dignified care (including 
verbal abuse)

Dignity, respect

5. Discrimination based on 
specific attributes

Equality, freedom from discrimination, equitable care

6. Abandonment or denial of care Right to timely healthcare and to the highest attainable 
level of health

7. Detention in facilities Liberty, autonomy, self-determination, and freedom 
from coercion

The Charter







WRA’s Vision for RMC

• RMC reflected in a sense of 
entitlement and institutionalized as a 
core value in maternity care systems



Supporting National Alliance

WRA supports National Alliances to develop 
and implement country-led RMC advocacy 
campaigns

• WRA Nepal

• WRA Nigeria

• WRA Malawi

• RMC Guide for national-level advocates



Strengthening Capacity of 
Midwives

WRA strengthens capacity of midwives, 
as key change agents, to advocate

• Targeted advocacy trainings for 
midwives

• Midwifery Voices



Fostering Multisectoral 
Coordination

Fostering multisectoral coordination and 
collaboration

• Multisectoral community of concern

• Online RMC interactive map



Desired Outcomes

• Systemic changes that will effect policy, health system, 
curriculum, and awareness to bring about improved maternity 
care.

• Inclusion of the rights language in safe motherhood legislation 
and professional standard setting documents.

• Standards for respectful maternity care incorporated into 
curricula for all disciplines involved in providing maternal 
health care

• Childbearing women know their rights, and advocate to create 
the conditions that foster a sense of entitlement 



JOIN US: FIND OUT!
SPEAK OUT!

For more information, 
please visit: 

www.whiteribbonalliance.org/respectfulcare
www.healthpolicyproject.com/focus
areas/maternal health


