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Population and Climate Change
Vulnerability

» Population size, composition, and spatial
distribution constantly changing

» These changes have important implications
for climate change exposure, sensitivity, and
adaptive capacity

» Assessments of vulnerability rarely include
detailed population trends, particularly
fertility and reproductive health needs

» Opportunities exist to integrate population
and climate change responses




Central Challenge

Among climate specialists,
understanding of population
dynamics remains limited
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In general, climate specialists:

» Don’t think about population dynamics, or

» Think about it sometimes, but don’t fully
grasp the scale of demographic changes that
are coming, or

» Assume that “"doing something” about
population requires limiting people’s rights
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Key Targets for Awareness-Raising
and Integration

» Adaptation Planning Frameworks
» Tools and Training
» Program Design

» Strengthening the Evidence Base
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Adaptation Planning
Frameworks




Population, Reproductive Health/Family
Planning and Adaptation Strategies in NAPAs

Linking population growth to climate change
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Recognizing family planning/reproductive health
as part of adaptation strateqy

Identifying family planning/reproductive health projects
as part of priority adaptation strategy

Number of NAPAs

0 Funded family planning/reproductive health projects

0 9 10 15 20 25 30 35

Mutunga and Hardee, 2009



From NAPAs to NAPs (National

Adaptation Plans)

» Under the 2010 Cancun Adaptation
Framework, process was set in motion for
development of NAPs

» While NAPAs identified urgent and immediate

adaptation needs, NAPs will assess medium-
and long-term needs

» Technical guidelines will be elaborated by
LDC Expert Group by the end of 2012

» Modalities for NAP preparation include
workshops, trainings, technical papers,
regional exchanges, etc
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Tools and Training
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Tools for Vulnerability"ASSessSment

How Does Population Matter for
Climate Change Vulnerability and Adaptation?
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Program Design




(PHE) Approaches

Integrated, community-
based projects supporte
by USAID and others ove
past decade

Aim to meet health and
development needs of
remote, underserved
communities while
sustaining natural
resources

Key component: explicit
focus on addressing
unmet need for family
planning



http://phe-ethiopia.org/index.html

PHE and Community-based
Adaptation: Common Elements

» Community engagement in participatory
processes to identify needs and implement
appropriate interventions

» Prioritization of underserved communities
highly dependent on natural resources

» Support for community stewardship and
sustainable use of natural resources

» Grounded in multi-sectoral assessment,
planning and implementation




Strengthening the
Evidence Base




Evidence is Gro

Needed
How does meetinc
reproductive heal R T

ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE:

needs contribute
directly to adaptive
capacity?
Peer-reviewed
publication and
inclusion in IPCC
assessment reports
would boost
legitimacy
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Further Applied Wor

adaptation programs
with a reproductive
health component
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Climate Finance: Opportunities and
Challenges

» Proliferation of funds for adaptation - “fast
track” finance and beyond

» Funding is frequently sectoral and targeted to
respond to specific climate threats. Where
does that leave interventions that boost
overall resilience and adaptive capacity?

» Guided by country-driven priorities, placing a
premium on partnerships, training, and
technical assistance




Thank you

Kathleen Mogelgaard
kmogelgaard@yahoo.com

Monday, February 27, 2012 20



