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Value off U.S. Agriculture Imports
firony AGOA Countries

10 years after signing, AGOA exports 1o ULS. are
significant, buitnet fer hertcultuial proaucts

The value of U.Si agrculture imports: frem AGOA

countries Increased from a $508 million: inr 2000,
1o S/ 70 million inr 2009

14-AGOA countres expoerted agriculture: products
to the U.S. valued at less than $1 millien:in 2009

AGOA herticulturalfpreduct experts te U.S;
impoerts valued at $210 million




What are Horticultural Products?

Eresh fitits andi Vegetanles
Iiree nuits

Cut flewers

NUrsery: products

Essential oils

Wine & Beer

EFUIL Juices are noet horticultural products), since
they have heen pProcessed




Hoerticultural Product limport Players

Animal andi Rlant Healthr Inspection: Sexnvice (APHIS) — USDA’S

iegulatory agency with mission to: protect U.S. plant health from
diseases and pests

EFoed and Drug Administration (EDA) — regulatory agency: charged
With protecting U.S. feed safety

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) — USDA agency: administering
ULS. gradesistandards on the shape and size off certain firuits and
vVegetahles

Eoreign Agricultural Service (FAS) — leads USDA’s trade capacity
puillding efforts 1 developing countries

ULS. Agency: of International Develepment (USAID) — the main; 6n-
the-greund implementer oif trade: capacity activities 1n; sub-Saharan
Africa andl theragency. respensible fer development programming




APHIS Regulations

@56 regulations™ governing Imports off fresh

firuits; ane
ane proni

vegetanles, cut flewers — all imperts
pited wUnless they: are en a list of

z10) 0] 0)V/<lo

products (7' CER 319.56)

“Q37 regulations™* governing Imperts ofi live

plants; in
Preducts

cluding nursery: stock — all such
are eligible for import inte; U.S: unless

ey are prohibited (v CER' 3119.37)




APHIS Precedure on Imports of
Herticultural Preducts

APHIS must complete:an analysis ofi pest andl disease risks
assoclated with Imports and determine Iif fsks cam; e mitigated

APHIS first conducts a Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) with Inpuit frem
EXPOrting colntmy

APHIS the determines WhIch risk-mitigation measures cam he put
INte place: ter allow! Imports; eff the preduct

APHIS publishes a propesed regulation for public. comment, follewed
By a final rule; Which takes a minimum off o years to complete

Sinee July 2007, APHIS has ofifered a “notice-based” alternative,, If
risks| cani be addressed Py Certain mitigation measures




Hoerticultural Import Apprevals

Bany: sguashi and coeurgettes frem: Zambia Were
some: of the first vegetables considered for
APHIS import appreval (InfJune 2004) after
enactment oif AGOA

ULS. Import approval aceess Was glranted by
APHIS theughr the: ruleniaking Precess: GVer: 7.
years later (I.e. Decemier 2008)

Under the notice-nhased Precess, hany: Canots
and cerm firom Kenya Were granted access afiter
2 years and 7 menths




EDA Regulations

Eereign facilities that process, pack, or hold foed for
AUman censumption i the'U.S. must register with EDA
under ULS. Bioterrorsm Act

Legisliation IS pending belere Congress that expanads
regulation: eff foed Imperts

H.R. 2749 reguires EDA toe “establish a tracing system, for
feed™ that Isiimperted inte the U.S:

S. 510/ has a fereign: supplier Verification pregiam, WhHICH
may. include let-dy-lot certification oii compliance

S. 5101 alse prevides buillding capacity for foreign
governments ter meet U.S. foed safety reguirements




Recipe for Obtaining Sustainanle
U.S. Market Access

Develep husiness plan, Including marketing
fieasinility: study’ ter determine Whether there: Is
demand i the U.S. for the product

ASSESS! Infrastructiure — electricity, reads, air/sea

transportatien, celd storage: fiacllities; etc.
Conffirm| private: Sector & government support

Evalliater capacity fior compliance withi U.S;
phytesanitary rules (Conduct pest assessment)

Develop marketing planifor U.S. consumers:
(promoetien pregramy/seasenal sales opportunity)




Other AGOA Country
Recommendations

AGOA countres sheulalstriengthen thelr
phyitesanitany capacity, Including regulateny.
iramewerk & stafi expertise

AGOA countny efificials should fellew: Uprwith

APHIS ter keepl impoert approval requests moving
fiervand

AGOA countries sheularpursue ElFA negoetiatiens
10 enliance the prionty: of thelr Import reguests




APHIS
availan

APHIS

APHIS Eindings

1as limited! resources In terms; of
e staff hours

Jasi Impreved Its Import approval

Precess, by allowing a netice-hased
alternative

ASi eff July: 8, 2010, APHIS was evaluating

the PRAs for 113 impert requests, withi 23
Invelving AGOA' countries




APHIS Recommendations

APHIS could devete more of Its reseurces and
stafi 1o processing Import apprevall reguests anad

UsS
AP

DA 1o rule whiting
IS prienity. could he given te import approval

reguests from U.S. trade preference Beneficiany.
countres

APHIS couldienhance transparency: of Its
apprevall process by Implementing a tracking
system




Eindings on Capacity: Bullding

I 2003, USDA & USAIDr announceadl a joint pregram, te
place: USDA aavisers in East, West & Southern Afifica

fhese advisoers previded guidance: on the PRA Process
Ol COUNtES Sseeking 1o export horticultural products e
the U.S.

I 2006, USAIDr & USDA agreed te) expand the: program
10, strengthen African SPS) systems, serPRA advisers
PEecame SPS advisers

Current programs has; provided technical assistance onia
goVEernment-te-goevernment hasis to Iitiate firtit fily,
survelllance: pregrams, train efficials i fit Hy/
taxenoemy, train lakoratory: ofificials 1 plant disease
diagnostics, and develeped pest repoerting data bases




Eindings on Capacity’ Bullding -
continued

Under USAIIDI— USIDA SPS' capacity’ bullding program,—
USDA has alser coordinatedi training for petential
EXPOorters of precessed 0eds) to strengthen: capacity te
comply withi U.S. fieod safety’ requirements

SPS advisors also provide guidance ter potentiall Afirican
exporters en navigating complex U.S. feed safety system

Despite these efiforts — there IS a perception that AGOA
PENETILS remainrconcentratedlini a ew: countries anad
there Is ther reality’ that hoerticuliural product exports: te
the U.S. are limited

These efforts have contributed tor regionall trade in
norticulturall preducts




Recommendations for
Capacity, Bullding

USAID — continue anal expand efferts for Impreving
phyitesanitany systems: threugh collanoration Withr ARHIS
& FAS

Inese: programsishould reflect plans developed by
Alrican governments;and regional economic
erganizations, andie: coerdinated With other dener
program terIimprove phytesanitiany Capacity,

10 enhance the' eutreach of existing African lirade Hubs,
USAID covld fiunad a moehile team of phytesanitany
experts associated with regionalt Afirican entities

AGOA law! couldf ve: amended tor name USAID and USDA
as key agencies forr AGOA Implementation




