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Ivani Vassoler is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at the State University of New 
York, Fredonia, where she is also the director of the International Studies Interdisciplinary Program. She 
teaches a variety of international politics courses, and her areas of expertise are policies and politics of 
developing nations, Inter-American relations, and urban Latin America. Dr. Vassoler is involved in several 
international education projects and has directed study abroad programs in Brazil and Mexico, with the 
participation of several undergraduate students. She also has experience in international journalism, having 
worked as reporter in Brazil, and later as a foreign correspondent in Mexico City and Washington DC. Dr. 
Vassoler’s book, Urban Brazil: Visions, Afflictions and Governance Lessons, published by Cambria Press, 
was released January 28, 2008. She is currently working on a new research project focusing on participatory 
processes on Brazilian municipalities. She holds a PhD in Government and Politics from the University of 
Maryland, an MA in International Relations from the University of San Diego, and a BA in Journalism from 
the School of Social Communication Cásper Líbero, in São Paulo, Brazil. 
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Eduardo Rojas is a Principal Specialist in Urban Development with the Inter-American Development Bank. 
He joined the Bank in 1989 and has worked in housing, municipal and urban development loans and technical 
cooperation projects. His current responsibilities comprise policy and strategy formulation and best practices 
research and dissemination in the urban sector. His main areas of work include: housing sector reform and 
low income housing programs, urban heritage preservation, and integrated urban development.  He also 
serves as team leader and advisor of project teams in the assessment of innovative urban development, 
housing, municipal finance and urban heritage preservation loans. Prior to joining the Bank, he worked with 
the Regional Development Department of the Organization of American States and as Assistant Professor of 
Urban Planning in the Master’s Degree Program in Urban Studies at the Catholic University of Chile. He 
holds a degree in Architecture from the Catholic University of Chile, an M.Phil. in Urban and Regional 
Planning from the University of Edinburgh, an MBA, with a concentration in Finance, from Johns Hopkins 
University, and a Diploma in Environmental Management from Centre d'Etudes Industrielles in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 
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Tim Campbell has worked for more than 30 years in urban development with experience in scores of countries 
and hundreds of cities in Latin America, Asia, Eastern Europe, and Africa. His areas of expertise include strategic 
urban planning, city development strategies, decentralization, urban policy, and social and poverty impact of 
urban development. The Urban Age Institute fosters leadership and innovation between and among cities in areas 
of strategic urban planning, urban policy and management, sustainable environmental planning, and poverty 
reduction. Tim Campbell retired from the World Bank in December of 2005 after more than 17 years. His most 
recent positions at the Bank were as head of WBI’s urban team (from 2001), and head of the Urban Partnership, 
which was responsible for identifying changing demand and developing new Bank products and services for cities 
(from 1998). He was the Bank-wide coordinator for City Development Strategies (CDS), a new analytical tool 
focusing on cities as the unit of analysis in national development. From 1995 to 1997, he served as a member of 
the Advisory Group in Latin America and the Caribbean Region and was the Region’s Chief of the Urban and 
Water Unit from 1993-1995. He holds a BA in Political Science from U. C. Berkeley (1966), a Master’s in City 
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