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“I’ll explain it this way — I’m 17, 
almost 18 now. When I’m 30 
and the FBI comes here to 
Guatemala, I’m going to know 
all about both gangs. I’ll have 
information on everyone. So 
when they come, FOM! I’ll help 
them get rid of all this. That’s 
my game. Still infiltrating, 
finding out where the guns 
come from, all that. When the 
real good guys get here, I’ll give 
them a hand, and we’ll hit ’em 
with everything... For now, I’ll 
help the government kill the 
Mara Salvatrucha. Those guys 
don’t care about killing little 
kids. I don’t go for that kind of 
thing. How can you take the life 
of a little kid?”  
         -Guatemala City, May 11, 
2012 

Andy, “protected” witness in the 
case of the four heads 



Mara Graffiti  
General Cemetery, Guatemala City 

Porous Prison  
Extortion 



Mara Graffiti  
General Cemetery, Guatemala City 

“… rapid urbanization, persistent poverty and inequality, social 
exclusion, political violence, organized crime, post-conflict cultures, 
the emergence of illegal drug use and trafficking and authoritarian 
family structures.”  
    -World Bank Report, Urban Crime and Violence 
in                                 LAC: Status Report on 
Activities, 2008 



The Palace of Justice and the Fountain of Peace 
Guatemala City 



US Domestic and foreign policy image 



Mara Graffiti  
General Cemetery, Guatemala City 

“…Kids desperate for ‘real‘ Nike kicks will spend a family’s whole  
remittance check, sell crack, or steal to buy them. Acquiring style is 

costly and requires some effort. Clearly, poverty is not the only 
thing drawing …youth into gangs.”  DeCesare 1998 
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Pavon Prison, 
Guatemala 

“I don’t take money. I don’t take payoffs. But I know 
perfectly well what is going on, and this makes me 
complicit because I say nothing. But if I said 
something, what would happen? I’d probably get 
killed.”  



Extortion  
and the Mara Masquerade 



Alleged members of a mara-run extortion 
racket. Tower of Justice, Guatemala City 



Incarcerated Mareros 
Isolation Block 
Canada Prison 



Headline News from Leading Guatemalan Newspapers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fade to masquerade



“They Kill an Old Lady: she sold fruit at a school”  
Nuestro Diario, May 21, 2010  

“It might have been gangs. But I think the police were also involved. I 
saw my mother on the pavement under the plastic tarp they put over 
her and I wanted to take revenge… but I know this is not my work…  
Mano dura, mano floja, we end up with the same thing. It is up to 
God and God alone.” 
      -J. Mejia, Guatemala City, Sept. 8th, 2011  



Incarcerated Marero 
 Canada Prison, Escuintla 





Andy 
May 11th and June 21st, 2012 



Ex-Marero nearing the  
end of his sentence. 

  Canada prison, 
Escuintla 



“95 THOUSAND GANGSTERS        
OPERATE IN THE REGION” 



The Palace of Justice and the Fountain of Peace 
Guatemala City 





Mara Graffiti  
General Cemetery, Guatemala City 

“It might have been gangs. But I think the police were also involved. I saw 
my mother on the pavement under the plastic tarp they put over her and I 
wanted to take revenge… but I know this is not my work…  Mano dura, 
mano floja, we end up with the same thing. It is up to God and God alone.” 
      -J. Mejia, Guatemala City, Sept. 8th, 2011  



“Decapitated baby head discovered” 



Mara Graffiti  
General Cemetery, Guatemala City 





Mara Graffiti  
General Cemetery, Guatemala City Incarcerated mareros        

Escuintla, Guatemala 



Emissaries of the New Violence 
Transnational Gangs 
 in Guatemala City 

 
Anthony  W. Fontes 

University of California, Berkeley 



Killing Innocents                        Maras, 
Extortion, and Post-War Body Politics One of four heads left 

around Guatemala City by 
La MaraSalvatrucha 



Making Use of Gangs 
Gang inmate. Isolation Block, 
Canada Prison, Guatemala 



Liminal Redemption  

Leaving La Vida Loca 




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	The Palace of Justice and the Fountain of Peace�Guatemala City
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Incarcerated Marero� Canada Prison, Escuintla
	Slide Number 17
	Andy�May 11th and June 21st, 2012
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	The Palace of Justice and the Fountain of Peace�Guatemala City
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Emissaries of the New Violence�Transnational Gangs� in Guatemala City��Anthony  W. Fontes�University of California, Berkeley
	Slide Number 29
	Making Use of Gangs
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Branding.pdf
	Is there Hope for Central American Youth?


