
From Kyoto to Paris  
The 50-cent tour 



In December 
countries will sign a 
new international 
climate change 
agreement 



The 2015 deal will be: 

“…a protocol, another legal 
instrument or an agreed 
outcome with legal force 

under the Convention 
applicable to all Parties” 



This might not sound like much to you, 
but to UNFCCC-watchers, it’s actually 
code 



So, to decode things, let’s go back a few 
years 

to Kyoto 



The Kyoto Protocol divided the world into 
two groups 
 



This was done based on a core U.N. 
principle: 

COMMON BUT DIFFERENTIATED 
RESPONSIBLITIES 

(and respective capabilities) 



The U.S. signed Kyoto. But Congress had 
different ideas. 

95-0 



 Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that-- 

 (1) the United States should not be a signatory to any protocol to, or other 
agreement regarding, the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change of 1992, at negotiations in Kyoto in December 1997, or 
thereafter, which would-- 

 (A) mandate new commitments to limit or reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
for the Annex I Parties, unless the protocol or other agreement also 
mandates new specific scheduled commitments to limit or reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions for Developing Country Parties within the same 
compliance period, or 

 (B) would result in serious harm to the economy of the United States; and 

 (2) any such protocol or other agreement which would require the advice 
and consent of the Senate to ratification should be accompanied by a 
detailed explanation of any legislation or regulatory actions that may be 
required to implement the protocol or other agreement and should also be 
accompanied by an analysis of the detailed financial costs and other 
impacts on the economy of the United States which would be incurred by 
the implementation of the protocol or other agreement. 
 



President Bush declared Kyoto dead 
 



Over the next 10 years the fight – mostly 
between the US & China --  went like this: 



Then the Obama administration 
came to town 



Let’s flash forward to Copenhagen, 2009 



The result: The Copenhagen Accord 



Durban, South Africa: Where the huddle 
– and a new deal -  was born 





This is where that code comes in again 



“…a protocol, another legal 
instrument or an agreed outcome 
with legal force under the 
Convention applicable to all 
Parties 





http://www.eenews.net/special_reports/greater_expectations
http://www.eenews.net/tv/videos/2039
http://www.eenews.net/tv/videos/2038
http://www.eenews.net/tv/videos/2037


To read more Greater Expectations: 
 
http://www.eenews.net/special_reports/greater_expectations 



1.Differentiation 
 

2.Legal Form 
 

3.Money 
 

4.Ambition 
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