W Wilson

CNF -

Improving Citizen Security in Latin America: The Case for a Local Approach
Recent trends in urbanization in Latin America have presented a number of challenges, including

increased levels of crime and violence. To address theses problems effectively, policymakers in the
United States and Latin America should take an urban, local approach.
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Preventing Urban Violence: A Success Story from Cali, Colombia

When Dr. Rodrigo Guerrero was elected mayor of Cali, Colombia, in the early 1990s, the city suffered from high levels of violence.
Guerrero, an epidemiologist by training, collected and analyzed data to create a strategy for preventing crime & violence.

He found the main causes of violence were not drug
trafficking and organized crime, but rather alcohol
consumption and the availability of firearms.

His approach focused on curtailing these factors.
Guerrero’s method was extremely effective,

resulting in a 30% reduction in the city’s
murder rate between 1994 and 1998.
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Policy Recommendations

Emphasize urhan & local solutions to crime and violence, since it tends to be concentrated in
specific locations, behaviors, and among individuals.
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Prioritize addressing violence caused by common crime, which many experts believe is
responsible for the majority of violence that citizens experience.
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Improve data collection on crime and violence to better understand and prevent it. This
sln |I means improving police-community relations to increase crime reporting rates.
/~/|] Use data analysis to inform policymaking and the design of intervention and prevention
ofo programs
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Address structural causes of high crime levels in the region such as poverty, inequality, and
the lack of social support networks.

Adapted from 'Improving Citizen Security in the Americas: Why Taking an Urban Approach Is Warranted' available at:

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/violence-and-crime-major-andean-cities-characteristics-and-public-policies



