
Ideas 
• Ideologies 
• Traditions 
• Discourses 
• Grand Strategy 

Actors 
• Politicians 
• Public Opinion 
• Parties 

Interests 
• National Interests 
• Domestic 
• Local 

Structures 
• Institutions 
• Global Economy 
• International System 



MACRO LEVEL 
(Ideas drawn from American Political Culture, e.g. American Exceptionalism, 

Manifest Destiny etc. ) 
LARGELY FIXED  

 

MESO LEVEL 
(belief systems – e.g. liberalism, conservatism, neo-

conservatism) 
CONTESTED, CONSTANTLY EVOLVING 

MICRO LEVEL 
(Individual actors, doctrines, discourse 

and personal beliefs) 
SITE OF MOST RAPID CHANGES 
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Ideology and US Policy: A 3-Tiered Approach 



AMERICAN NATIONALISM 
Exceptionalism 

Greatness 
Special Role 
Militarism 

LEFT RIGHT 

  

 
 

 
  

4. Revolutionary 
Leftism 

3. Radical Left 
 
 
-    Chomsky 
- Nader  
-    Blum 

1. Liberalism 
 
- FDR 
- JFK 
- John Kerry 
- Robert 

Keohane 
- Joseph Nye 

2. Neoconservatism 
 
- Kristols 
- Kagan 

 

3. Libertarian 
Right 
 
- Ron Paul 

4. Revolutionary 
Right 

1. Realism 
 
- Kennan 
- George HW 

Bush 
- -Brent 

Scowcroft 
- Waltz 
- Bacevich 

2. Humanitarian 
Interventionism 
 
- David Rieff 
- Anne Marie 

Slaughter 
- Samantha                

Power 
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