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An expert assessment of climate change
and the risk of violent conflict

1) Individual expert elicitation
2) Expert group deliberation
3) Synthesis publication by the expert group

Expert group: N. Adger, H. Buhaug, M. Burke, J. Fearon, C. Hendrix, J.-F. Maystadt,

J. O’Loughlin, P. Roessler, J. Scheffran, K. Schultz, and N. von Uexkull




Most influential & uncertain factors for conflict

Low socioeconomic development
Low state capability

Intergroup inequality

Recent history of violent conflict
Conflict in neighboring areas
External intervention

Economic shocks

Natural resource dependency
Population pressure

Political shocks

llliberal democracy

Mistrust of government
Corruption

Most influential

Most uncertain

Climate variability and/or change

Physical geography
Vertical income inequality

o
=
o
N
o

30 40 50
Weighted count

QO =

20 30
Weighted count

40

50



Estimated probability (%)

Relationship between climate & conflict risk
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Sensitivity & Iincrease-decrease ratio by factor
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Sensitivity & Increase-decrease ratio by factor
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Increasing sensitivity



Potential for reducing climate-related conflict risk
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Next directions

Learning from historical experiences
Climate and conflict across future scenarios
Implications for conflict risk reduction and adaptation

An inspired view of research possibilities



