THE CIVIL COURAGE PRIZE

The only thing necessary for the triumph of 



evil is for good men to do nothing - Edmund Burke

Lovemore Madhuku

2004 Civil Courage Prize Winner

Lovemore Madhuku, a lawyer and Chairman of the National Constitutional Assembly (NCA), has been repeatedly persecuted and jailed during the past decade for demanding constitutional reform in his country of Zimbabwe.

Dr. Madhuku has led many peaceful demonstrations in support of a new constitution, with the ultimate goal of bringing about democracy in Zimbabwe. As recently as February 2004, he was brutally beaten by anti-riot police during a peaceful demonstration for a new constitution in Africa Unity Square in Harare. He was arrested and jailed in June of this year and again in September.

Dr. Madhuku is a founding member of the NCA, a non-governmental organization he helped form in 1997.  NCA is a group of individual Zimbabwean citizens and civic organizations committed to constitutional reform, including labor movements, student and youth groups, women groups, churches, business groups and human rights organizations. In 2000 NCA began the One Hundred Days Peace Initiative to promote peace within the nation in the face of growing political violence. The riot police broke up its first activity, The Peace March. Since then, the NCA has continued to host public meetings, workshops and seminars to educate the public, as well as conducting demonstrations and boycotts to put mass pressure on the government to yield to constitutional reform.

Dr. Madhuku has been at the forefront of the NCA’s activities, personally leading protests, drawing a new draft constitution, and spearheading such initiatives as the successful 2000 NO VOTE campaign, which rejected the constitution drafted by the government and gave Robert Mugabe his first ever electoral defeat.

In January of 2004 the NCA sought a High Court order to compel the government to accept and give its response to NCA's draft 2000 constitution. The High Court postponed the matter. Dr. Madhuku called the rejection "grossly unreasonable, because the NCA does not seek to impose its program on the government. It merely seeks to present its proposals, which the government is at liberty to reject."

In a telephone interview from Harare (NYT June 3, 2004), Dr. Madhuku said "In the past one or two months we've seen continuing evidence of the grip of this regime on power. The regime here is closing, completely closing, all avenues of people expressing 
themselves." In the fall of 2004 the government introduced a controversial NGO Bill that will severely restrict civic society in Zimbabwe was necessary to protect "the national interest of the generality of the people." Under the Bill that is expected to be passed into law before year-end, NGOs will be barred from carrying out voter education while those working on human rights and governance-related issues will be barred from receiving foreign funding. An NGO Council will be appointed by the state to monitor civic organizations and close down those perceived as working against state 
interests.
Dr. Madhuku was born on July 20, 1966. He is married to Annamercy and has two children, a daughter Tendai (4) and a son Nyasha (1). He received a Bachelor of Law (Honours) degree [BL (Hons)] in 1989 and a Bachelor of Laws degree [LL.B] in 1990, from the University of Zimbabwe and a Master of Law [LL.M] in 1994 and a doctorate in law [Ph.D] in 1999 from the University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom.

Due to the political developments in Zimbabwe this fall, described above, Dr. Madhuku was unable to travel to New York City to receive the Prize. Dr. Madhuku courageously decided to remain in Zimbabwe to organize and lead public protests against the proposed legislation. Dr. Madhuku was represented at the 12 October ceremony by Geoffrey Nyarota, former editor-in-chief of the Daily News, Zimbabwe's largest independent newspaper, who is now at the Carr Center for Justice at the Kennedy School of Government.

Dr. Madhuku shared the 2004 Civil Courage Prize with Emadeddin Baghi, an Iranian journalist and writer imprisoned for exposing the assassinations of Iranian intellectuals

For further information about Dr. Madhuku and the National Constitutional Assembly, please visit www.nca.org.zw.
THE CIVIL COURAGE PRIZE

The Civil Courage Prize is awarded annually by the Trustees of the Northcote Parkinson Fund. It honors civil courage — steadfast resistance to evil at great personal risk — rather than military valor. The acts that the Prize recognizes should have taken place deliberately, over time. It may be awarded posthumously. By increasing awareness of civil courage, the Fund's Trustees hope to encourage that virtue. The value of the Prize is $50,000.

In 2004 the Trustees awarded the Civil Courage Prize to Dr. Lovemore Madhuku, a Zimbabwean lawyer persecuted for demanding constitutional reform in Zimbabwe, and Emadeddin Baghi, an Iranian journalist imprisoned for exposing the assassinations of Iranian intellectuals. The $50,000 Prize was split between the two Honorees.

Prior Honorees are: 

Shahnaz Bukhari of Pakistan (2003)
Vladimiro Roca Antunez of Cuba (2002)
Paul Kamara of Sierra Leone (2001),

Natasa Kandic of the former Yugoslavia (2000)
The recipient is chosen by the Trustees on the basis of nominations solicited primarily from non-profit, non-governmental organizations world wide. The deadline for nominations is February 1, 2005.

Prize Advisors are: 

The Honorable Glenn R.W. Babb, former South African Ambassador

Mr. Richard Gilder, Financier, Philanthropist
The Hon. Hodding Carter III, President and CEO, Knight Foundation
The Honorable Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, former United States Representative to the United Nations

Mr. John Dimitri Panitza, Chairman of the Free and Democratic Bulgaria Foundation

Mrs. Enid Schoettle, Board Member, Henry L. Stimson Center
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Sir Robert Wade-Gery, former British High Commissioner to India

For further information about the Civil Courage Prize, please visit www.civilcourageprize.org.
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