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“Legal definitions bind States in ways 
that descriptive labels cannot.” 

-Prof. Jane McAdam 
  
Environmental Migration Governance, 
University of New South Wales Faculty of Law Research Series, 
2009 



The Problem of  
Legal Feedback Mechanisms 

-Prof. David Caron,  
When Law Makes Climate Change Worse: Rethinking the Law  
Baselines in Light of a Rising Sea Level, 17 ECOLOGY L. Q  
621 (1990) 



“Legal feedbacks will not alter the 
amount of climate change, but will 

aggravate the suffering that will 
accompany such change.   

 
The greater the change, the greater 

the aggravation.” 
 

-Prof. David Caron,  
When Law Makes Climate Change Worse: Rethinking the Law  
Baselines in Light of a Rising Sea Level, 17 ECOLOGY L. Q  
621 (1990) 
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