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Data in the newsroom



What we do













What else I do









What I really do





Fun little visualization

Fifty hours of data work



A day in the data mines



Proxy data







H.R.514 : To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 
16150 Aviation Loop Drive in Brooksville, Florida, as the "Sergeant Lea Robert 
Mills Brooksville Aviation Branch Post Office".

H.R.577 : To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 
3903 South Congress Avenue in Austin, Texas, as the "Sergeant Henry Ybarra III 
Post Office Building".

H.R.988 : To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 
5757 Tilton Avenue in Riverside, California, as the "Lieutenant Todd Jason Bryant 
Post Office".

H.R.1402 : To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 
320 South Lecanto Highway in Lecanto, Florida, as the "Sergeant Dennis J. 
Flanagan Lecanto Post Office Building".







ESRI



/u/atrubetskoy



Flowing Data/Runkeeper





Dirty data



South Korea
Korea
S. Korea
Republic of Korea



Cahuenga
Cahaunga
Caheinga
Cahenga
Caheunga
Cahienga
Cahlenga
Cahoengia
Cahubnga
Cahue
Cahu



Just plain wrong data



Imperfect taxonomies





Scale and aggregation





Humboldt State University



Data doesn’t exist in a vacuum.



It’s easier than ever to make 
something true and dumb.



Meaningful

Interesting

True



We’ve figured out the data. 
Now what?



Principles of designing 
interactives for the web



Users are
impatient, fat-fingered bums.



Don’t make scavenger hunts.



Make it personal.



What’s the lede?



Build of the web, not just for it.



Edit ruthlessly.



Science vs. Journalism



Different time scales.



Different audiences.



Who collects the data?



Things journalists can learn 
from scientists



Norms of openness.



Norms of reproducibility.



Norms of uncertainty.



Build things that endure.



Driven by hypotheses.



Collecting your own data.



Citizen science











Citizen science lessons



Everyone is a sensor.



Participation vs. Rigor



Experts welcome.



Make science personal.



Make science a team sport.



Noah Veltman
WNYC Data News Team

@veltman
noahveltman.com

Questions?


