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No quite at war, not yet at peace 



Criminal violence in Mexico: reversing the trend 

Source: INEGI 
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Source: INEGI and Instituto de Medicina Legal (Colombia) 

To put it in perspective… 
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Not only homicides 

Source: SNSP 

R² = 0.6869 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

500 700 900 1100 1300 1500 1700 1900 2100 2300

Homicides and kidnapping reports 
Monthly totals. January 2006-June 2012 



Enrique Peña Nieto: something new… 

Violence reduction as goal 

Centralization of security apparatus 

New communication policy 

“National Gendarmerie” 



…lots of old, borrowed, and blue. 
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Source: SNSP 

A decline in homicides… 
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…driven by inertia? 

Source: SNSP 
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Source: SNSP.  

Exploding kidnappings…. 
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How do you say quagmire in Spanish? 

http://mexico.cnn.com/nacional/2013/08/15/unas-200-familias-migran-de-pueblos-con-autodefensas-en-michoacan
http://mexico.cnn.com/nacional/2013/11/21/las-autodefensas-no-se-extenderan-en-michoacan-asegura-el-procurador
http://fredalvarez.blogspot.com/2011/08/templarios-en-michoacan.html


Bottom line 

Few substantive changes in security policy …at 
least in the short-term 

Gradual, non-linear decline of criminal violence 

If you are betting long on Mexico, rule of law, 
not violence, should be your prime concern  



Thank you 
Alejandro Hope 
Web page: http://www.imco.org.mx 
Blog: http://www.animalpolitico.com/blogueros-plata-o-plomo 
Twitter: @ahope71  @imcomx 
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