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Thomas B. Hofeller returned to the Republican National Committee (RNC) as this cycle’s Redistricting Coordinator.  With over 44 years in the field, he has been directly involved in over 15 states’ redistricting efforts, and indirectly involved in over 40.  He has served as an expert witness in both state and federal court, and has offered testimony for both Republicans and Democrats.  He began his career as both Redistricting and Computer Services Director for the RNC in 1982, and in 1989 moved to the National Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) as Director of Redistricting for the 1991 cycle.  In 1994 he moved to Bellevue, Washington to become Director of Administration for Parties Corporation, a software company specializing in producing financial analyses for investors.  He returned to Washington in 1997 to become Staff Director of the House Subcommittee on the Census, a position he held until his return to the RNC in 1999.  In 2004 he was appointed Associate Administrator of the Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency—a position he held until 2009.  He earned a B.A. from Claremont McKenna College and a Ph.D. in Government from Claremont Graduate University.

David G. Oedel is Professor of Law at the Mercer University Law School in Georgia.  His area of study and teaching is constitutional law.  He also serves as a lawyer, advisor and counselor on a variety of public policy matters to government officials and business leaders at the local, state and national levels. Together with a research team of lawyers and economists, he leads a project that explores whether changing from partisan to independent means of redistricting can reduce the amount of excessive partisanship prevalent in so many legislative bodies.  At Mercer University he is chair of the Faculty Research Committee and is chair of the law school’s Faculty Development Committee.  He earned a B.A. from Haverford College and a J.D. from Boston University School of Law.
Thomas E. Mann has been the W. Averell Harriman Chair and Senior Fellow in Governance Studies at the Brookings Institution since 1992.  From 1987 to 1999 he was director of Governmental Studies at Brookings.  Prior to joining Brookings he was Executive Director of the American Political Science Association from 1981 to 1987.  He has taught at Princeton University, Johns Hopkins University, Georgetown University, the University of Virginia and American University, conducted polls for congressional candidates and as a consultant to IMB and the Public Broadcasting Service.  He is currently working on projects dealing with redistricting, election administration, campaign finance, and congressional performance.  He is co-author with Norman Ornstein of “The Broken Branch: How Congress is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track.”  He earned a B.A. degree from the University of Florida, and an M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Michigan.

Juliet Eilperin  is a staff writer for The Washington Post where she has worked since 1998.  She has covered environment at the national desk of the Post, reporting on science, policy and politics, in areas including climate change, oceans and air quality.  During the 2008 presidential campaign she covered the campaigns of GOP presidential nominee Sen. John McCain and his running mate, Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska.  Prior to joining the Post she reported for Louisiana and Florida newspapers at the States News Service, and the reported on Congress for the Capitol Hill newspaper Roll Call.  She is author of “Fight Club Politics: How Partisanship is Poisoning the House of Representatives” (2006).  She earned a B.A. from Princeton University in politics, with a certificate in Latin American Studies.  
