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Barham Salih is the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) -Suleimani, in Iraqi Kurdistan.  The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) is the majority party of the KRG Administration.  Dr. Salih assumed the premiership in January 2001.

From 1991-2001, Dr. Salih served in Washington as the representative of the KRG, and the PUK to North America.  In that capacity, he was the organization’s top diplomat in the U.S. Dr. Salih was elected to the PUK leadership in 1991.

Upon request of the PUK’s Secretary General, Jalal Talabani, Dr. Salih served from 1985-1991 as the organization’s spokesperson in Great Britain.

Dr. Salih joined the PUK in 1976, a period at which the organization was an underground political movement.  Arrested twice by Iraqi security authorities, he left Iraq in 1979.

Dr. Salih received a Bachelors of Science in civil and structural engineering from the University of Cardiff, and a Ph.D. in statistics and computer modeling from the University of Liverpool, England.

Dr. Salih was born in 1960.

