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ROGER R. MARTELLA, JR. 
Since August 2006, Roger R. Martella, Jr. has been acting as the Environmental Protection 
Agency=s (EPA) General Counsel. Prior to joining EPA in the fall of 2005, Roger worked for 
the United States Justice Department, where he served primarily as the Principal Counsel for 
Complex Litigation in the Natural Resources Section. Also at Justice, Roger served as one of 
the Environment and Natural Resource Division=s principal proponents of environmental 
conflict resolution. Roger received the Justice Department=s highest honors, including the 
John Marshall Award and the Assistant Attorney General Award for Excellence. Prior to 
joining the Justice Department in 1998, Roger worked for two years in the environment 
group at Sidley & Austin in Washington, D.C., where he practiced environmental litigation 
as an associate. Roger is a 1995 graduate of Vanderbilt Law School, where he was Editor in 
Chief of the Vanderbilt Law Review, and a 1992 graduate of Cornell University, where he 
concentrated on environmental science. 

 
In his home town of Warrenton, a town of approximately 9,000 residents, Roger is one of 
two at-large representatives of the Warrenton Town Council and is active in Warrenton’s 
efforts to utilize landfill biomass to make the town energy self sufficient in five years. In 
2006, the Fauquier County Board of Supervisors named Roger “Citizen of the Year” for his 
community service efforts.  
 

DEBORAH SELIGSOHN 
Deborah Seligsohn is based in Beijing, working with the World Resources Institute’s (WRI) 
Climate, Energy and Pollution Program as its China Program Director. Her focus is on 
deepening research collaboration and the development of useful policy tools to address 
climate change issues. She comes to WRI from the U.S. State Department, where she had 
over 20 years experience working on energy and environment issues in China, India, Nepal 
and New Zealand. Her most recent position was as Environment, Science, Technology and 
Health Counselor in Beijing. She has a master’s degree from Princeton University’s 
Woodrow Wilson School in Science, Technology and Environmental Policy, and her BA is 
from Harvard University in East Asian Studies. She speaks fluent Chinese and some Hindi. 
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