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 “FGM includes procedures that 
intentionally alter or cause injury 
to the female genital organs for 
non-medical reasons”. 

 
World Health Organization, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



http://www.unicef.org/media/files/FGCM_Lo_res.pdf 

http://www.unicef.org/media/files/FGCM_Lo_res.pdf
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Overview 



Trends 



Motivation 
social acceptability 



Type  Description 

Type I Partial or total removal of the clitoris and/or the 
prepuce (clitorectomy) 
 

Type II  Partial or total removal of the clitoris and the labia 
minora, with or without excision of the labia majora 
(excision).  

Type III  Narrowing of the vaginal orifice with creating of a 
covering seal by cutting and appositioning the labia 
minora and/or the labia majora, with or without 
excision of the clitoris (infibulation) 

Type IV Unclassified 

WHO, 2008 



Type I 

Type III 

Type II 



Prevalence 

Type III   
15% 



Gambino et al., 2014 



Gambino et al., 2014 





Implications 









Bleeding 
Genital tissue swelling 
Infection 
Urination problems 
Wound complications 
 
 

Short term 



Urinary tract infections 
Vaginal infections 
Cysts/neuromas 
Sexual sequelae 
 

Long term 



Prolonged labor 
Tears 
Instrumental delivery 
Obstetric hemorrhage 
Cesarean section 
 

Obstetric 



Fear 
PTSD 
 
Confounding influence  
of resettlement 
 

Psychological 







Low health 
literacy 

Limited 
English 

Cultural  
barriers 

Schyve, 2007 

Triple threat 
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Updates 
OWH call center & in-service 

CDC Expert meeting 

OWH Listening Session 

 

Challenges 
Practical realities related to measurement 

Extent to which evidence guides policy 

Community engagement 

 




